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ANOVERVIEW OFTHEIDEAOFAPRESSUREGROUP

Apressuregroupisaformalororganisedbodywithacommoninterestwhose

fundamentalaim istoputpressureonanygovernmentinstitutionwiththegoalof

influencinggovernmentpoliciesandlawstoitsownadvantage.Theypromotetheir

interestsregardinganissueasitseemstoinfluencegovernmentdecisionsandpolitics.

ThepressuregroupisreffertoasTheFunctionalRepresentative.Thisistheideathat

variouspressuregroupsrepresentdifferentsectorsofthesocietybasedontheir

functions.AccordingtoAnifowose(1999),pressuregroupisdescribedasinterest

groups,lobbygroupsorevenforestgroups.Theycameintoexistencetocomplement,

chanceoreventoprotecttheinterestsoftheirmembersorgroups.Wtpressuregroup

seektoachieveistoensurethegovernmentdoestheirbidding.Thesegroupsinfluence

bothpublicpolicy,administration,andevengoalongwaytodeterminepolitical

structuresofthesocietyandformsofgovernment.

SomeexampleofpressuregroupsinNigeriaare:ASUU(AcademicStaffUnionfor

Universities),Afenifere,OoduaPeople'sCongress,AreasConsultativeForum,Nigeria

BarAssociationofNigeria(NBA),ChirstainAssociationofNigeria(CAN),Nigerian

Labourcongress(NLC).

Pressuregroupsexistenceistocheckmateandmakedemocracybetter,tocompensate

fortyrannyofmajorityofpeopleinthesociety.

TYPESOFPRESUREGROUPS

Thereare5typesofpressuregroups:

1.InterestGroups:Sectionalgroupswhichrepresentthepeopleinthesociety.EgCBI

(ConfederationofBritishIndustry)knownasvoiceofbusinessinthecountry.

2.CauseGroups:Promotiongroupswhichseektopromoteparticularcauses.Examples

arecharitiesandenvironmentalgroups.

3.InsiderGroupsandOutsiderGroups:insiderGroupshaveregularaccesstoministers

andlegislators.EgNBA(NigerianBarAssociation).Outsidergroupshavenoaccessto



governmentandit'smachineries.AnexampleistheAnimalLiberationFront.

4.AnomicGroups:Thisgrouphaveunpredictableactionsandbehavioursasthework

basedonthemomentandsituationinthesociety.

5.AssociatedGroupsandNonAssociatedGroups:AssociatedGroupsareregisteredwith

appropriateauthoritiesinastateorcountry,whilenon-associatedarewithoutformal

organisations.

FUNCTIONSOFPRESSUREGROUPS

1.Link'sgovernmenttothepeople

2.Promotesparticipationingovernment

3.Servingassourcesofinformationtogovernment

4.Promotionoftheinterestofyheminority

5.Influencinglegislation.

PressureGroupLobbying:Pressuregroupsmayadoptavarietyofstrategiestoachievetheir

goalsincludinglobbyingelectedofficials,mediaadvocacy,anddirectpoliticalaction.The

degreetowhichsuchgroupsareabletoachievetheirgoalsmaydependontheirabilitytobe

recognizedaslegitimatebythepopulation,mediaandbythoseinpower.Forexample,civil

rightsgroups,tradeunions,bandprofessionalassociationsaremorewidelyrecognisedthan

newlyformedgroupsorsingleissuepressuregroups.


