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CHAPTER 2

AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE NIGERIA STATE

Introduction

The pre-colonial period is the period before the coming of the colonialists to Nigeria while the
colonial period refers to the era that colonial administration was established in the country
Nigeria. Nigeria comprises of different independent chiefdoms, states, kingdoms and empires.
The country is bordered to the south by the Bights of Benin and Biafra which are on the Gulf of
Guineain the Atlantic Ocean. In its extreme northeastern corner, Lake Chad separates Nigeria
from the country of Chad. Nigeria stretches roughly 700 miles from west to east and 650 miles
from south to north.

Early man in Nigeria

Man had settled in the region now known as Nigeria since the Paleolithic period 5000-9000BC.
The artifacts, mostly stone tools, found by archaeologists further confirmed that Nigerians
also took part in the stone-age civilization. The excavation of a stone-age skeleton at Iwo
Eleru near Akure in Ondo state has thrown more light on the earliest occupation of Nigeria.
The Achievements of Early man

The man who lived in Nigeria started to invent tools consisting of pebbles made into chopping
and cutting tools. Archaeologists called the tools the Oldowan-type tools. This is because this
type of tool was first identified by the archaeologists in the Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania. These
tools were made during the early stone age, but they were later refined during the middle
stone age and late stone age. Small stone tools believed to be used for hunting have been
located in Jos, Plateau state and in Iwo Eleru in Ondo state. Forms of ground axes and smaller
stone tools, iron axes and tools, were also found on the sites.

The scientific and technological development of early Nigerian societies

Nok culture/ civilization: The area where these terracotta figurines were found is called the
Nok culture or civilization area. The Nok culture is believed to be transitional civilization
between the Stone Age and the Iron Age in Nigeria because of the presence of combination of
stone and iron objects.

Ife civilization: Ife is important because of its terracotta and bronze heads. Objects such as
tools and figures were carved on hard stone called quartz while animal and human figures
were carved from granite and decorated with iron nails. They also believed that it was from Ife
that Benin probably learnt bronze sculpture.

Traditional Political Institutionsin Pre-colonial Nigeria

In this section there are three ethnic groups of Yoruba, Igbo and Hausa-Fulani.

Historical background of pre-colonial political system in Yoruba land: The Yoruba’s are one of
the largest ethnic groups in Nigeria. The Yoruba people trace their origin to Oduduwa who
was the founder of the Yoruba kingdom. lle-Ife is regarded as the ancestral home of the
Yoruba people. Oduduwa is believed to be the first leader that led the Yoruba to lle-Ife and
subsequently sent his sons and grandsons to found other Yoruba Kingdoms.

The Oyo Empire: The first organ of government in Oyo Empire was the king known as Alaafin
of Oyo.

The Alaafin Administration: The Alaafin was the head of the empire, and was resident in the
capital. He was also regarded as “Lord of many lands”. The Alaafin was the fountain of
authority and was therefore regarded as the “companion of gods”. The Oyomesi also had the
power to remove any Alaafin especially when he appeared dictatorial or transgressed the
laws of the land.

Historical background of pre-colonial political system in Igbo land: The Igbo people are best
known for their segmentary or acephalous way of life. The Igbo are grouped into five sub-
cultures: the Igbo of Eastern Nigeria, the Igbo of South-eastern Nigeria, the Igbo of North-
eastern Nigeria, the western Igbo and the Northern Igbo.

Political structure of the pre-colonial Igbo land: There was no highly centralized authority but
instead they had what could be called a diffusion of authority into different groups. The family
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was the smallest political unit in Igbo traditional society. Each family was headed by an “Ofo”
title holder. In the ancient times, the Oha-na-eze’s meetings were held in the open village
square. The elders formed the core of village administration. There are highly respected
accordingly. The official religion practiced in pre-colonial Igbo land was the traditional
religion. The Igbo believe in re-incarnation.

Historical background of pre-colonial political system in Hausa Land: Hausa land is located in
Northern Nigeria. The Hausa “bakwai” states are Daura, Biram, Zaria, Katsina, Kano, Rano, and
Gobir while the Hausa “Banza” states are Nupe, Gwari, Yauri, Bauchi, Zamfara, Kebbi.

Political structure of the pre-colonial Hausa land: The “sarki” was known as the head of any
typical Hausa state. Sarkin Kasar, which means “ruler of the land”, was the full title given to
any effective and efficient head of Hausa state. It is worthy of note that between 14th and
15th centuries, the socio-political organization of Hausa states took another shape. For
instance, Islam was adopted and this gave birth too many new political institutions such as
the offices of the Galadima, Madawaki, Magaji, Dogari, Yari Sarki and Sarki Yau.

Colonial Administration and indirect rule system in Nigeria Historical Background

The Portuguese were the first Europeansto arrive Nigeria through Bini Kingdom. The Atlantic
slave trade was the trade carried on across the Atlantic Ocean between the Europeans and
Africans. It became more important in the 15th century with the arrival of the Portuguese. The
trade got to maturity in the 16th century. They did so through the operations of the British
west African Naval squadron. In 1861, they took Lagos as a colony. But, the bulk of Nigerian
territory was occupied in the late 19th century. The scramble for Africa, by these European
powers led to the partitioning of Africa after the Berlin conference of 1884-85. As from 1898,
the British government sought to establish and maintain a colonial state in Nigeria. To
achieve this, a number of measures were to be taken, for example, removal of all visible
opposition to the imposition of colonial rule, expansion and consolidation of British authority
over the territory later known as Nigeria.

The Birth of Nigeria as a Geo-political Entity

The May 1906 amalgamation is known as the first ever amalgamation of the British in Nigeria.
British government amalgamated Lagos colony and protectorate with the protectorate of
southern Nigeria to form the new colony and protectorate of southern Nigeria. The second
amalgamation was that of 1914. In January 1914, the British government amalgamated
Northern and southern Nigeria. The principal reason for this is the same as that of May 1906.
The Northern protectorate was not as economically buoyant as the colony and protectorate of
southern Nigeria. That was why, for the British imperial offices, since the southern trade was
booming, amalgamation would allow the surpluses acquired in the south. Sir Frederick Lugard
is best known as the father of the “January 1914” amalgamation. Britain, therefore governed
Nigeria by, means of a system popularly referred to as “Indirect Rule”. Indirect rule may be isa
system of Britain ruling her colonies through local traditional rulers. The British officers
defined the framework of the policies to be adopted and left the implementation to the local
personnel or the rulers.
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Summary Of Chapter 15
PRESSURE GROUPS

Pressure group is described as interest groups, lobby groups or even protest
groups.”pressure groups cams into existence to complement, enhance or even to protect the
interest of their members or groups”.
What pressure groups seek to archive is to ensure is to ensure that government does their
biddings.
Pressure groups existence isto checkmate and make democracy better ,to compensate for the
tyranny of majority of people in the society. Examples of pressure groupsin Nigeria includes;

Asuu (academic staff union for university)
Afenifere, oodua people’s congress (representing the Yoruba tribe)
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NBA (Nigeria bar association)
CAN(Christian association of Nigeria)
NLC(Nigeria labour Congress)

Types of Pressure groups

1. Association also pressure groups.

2. Non-association also pressure groups.
3.Institutional pressure groups.

4. Anomic pressure groups.

. Associational Pressure Groups

This groups are usually registered with appropriate authorities in a state or country. They
have their own registered offices constitutions and so on. They are organizations that are
formal.

Non-Associational pressure groups
This are non formal organizations, their arrangements and gathering are by virtue of kinship
or even family attachments,social traditions, tribal or even race afflictions, just to mention
few

Anomic pressure groups
They have unpredictable actions and behavior as they work based on the moment and
situation I. The society, they are not guided by behavioral style or rule.

Institutional pressure groups
This are groups where by the members are made up of professionals e.g lawyers (attorneys)
journalists, doctorse.t.c

Features of pressure groups

i.They stand as a close watch in regarding to the government and it activities.
ii.They stand as a vital role for political socialization majority of the people’s wish are being
manifested by the pressure groups.
iii.Pressure groups gain a widespread of public support from the people.i.e people move
towards their discretion anytime any move is made.

Techniques of Pressure groups
a.Lobbying
b.Striking

A.LOBBYING

The use of lobbying also serve as a function cause it also an instrument being used by
members of the pressure groups.so that it can implement the interest of the citizens. Pressure
groups lobby in so many ways. They loony with governmental officials directly . For example,
they lobby legislators, ministers and other governments machineries. They might sometimes
lobby these government officials through friends, spouses, children and other relatives.
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