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CHAPTER2
ANHISTORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHENIGERIASTATE
Introduction
Thepre-colonialperiodistheperiodbeforethecomingofthecolonialiststoNigeriawhilethe
colonialperiodreferstotheerathatcolonialadministrationwasestablishedinthecountry
Nigeria.Nigeriacomprisesofdifferentindependentchiefdoms,states,kingdomsandempires.
ThecountryisborderedtothesouthbytheBightsofBeninandBiafrawhichareontheGulfof
GuineaintheAtlanticOcean.Initsextremenortheasterncorner,LakeChadseparatesNigeria
fromthecountryofChad.Nigeriastretchesroughly700milesfromwesttoeastand650miles
fromsouthtonorth.
EarlymaninNigeria
ManhadsettledintheregionnowknownasNigeriasincethePaleolithicperiod5000-9000BC.
Theartifacts,mostlystonetools,foundbyarchaeologistsfurtherconfirmedthatNigerians
alsotookpartinthestone-agecivilization.Theexcavationofastone-ageskeletonatIwo
ElerunearAkureinOndostatehasthrownmorelightontheearliestoccupationofNigeria.
TheAchievementsofEarlyman
ThemanwholivedinNigeriastartedtoinventtoolsconsistingofpebblesmadeintochopping
andcuttingtools.ArchaeologistscalledthetoolstheOldowan-typetools.Thisisbecausethis
typeoftoolwasfirstidentifiedbythearchaeologistsintheOlduvaiGorgeinTanzania.These
toolsweremadeduringtheearlystoneage,buttheywerelaterrefinedduringthemiddle
stoneageandlatestoneage.Smallstonetoolsbelievedtobeusedforhuntinghavebeen
locatedinJos,PlateaustateandinIwoEleruinOndostate.Formsofgroundaxesandsmaller
stonetools,ironaxesandtools,werealsofoundonthesites.
ThescientificandtechnologicaldevelopmentofearlyNigeriansocieties  
Nokculture/civilization:Theareawheretheseterracottafigurineswerefoundiscalledthe
Nokcultureorcivilizationarea.TheNokcultureisbelievedtobetransitionalcivilization
betweentheStoneAgeandtheIronAgeinNigeriabecauseofthepresenceofcombinationof
stoneandironobjects.
Ifecivilization:Ifeisimportantbecauseofitsterracottaandbronzeheads.Objectssuchas
toolsandfigureswerecarvedonhardstonecalledquartzwhileanimalandhumanfigures
werecarvedfromgraniteanddecoratedwithironnails.TheyalsobelievedthatitwasfromIfe
thatBeninprobablylearntbronzesculpture. 
TraditionalPoliticalInstitutionsinPre-colonialNigeria
InthissectiontherearethreeethnicgroupsofYoruba,IgboandHausa-Fulani.
Historicalbackgroundofpre-colonialpoliticalsystem inYorubaland:TheYoruba’sareoneof
thelargestethnicgroupsinNigeria.TheYorubapeopletracetheirorigintoOduduwawho
wasthefounderoftheYorubakingdom.Ile-Ifeisregardedastheancestralhomeofthe
Yorubapeople.OduduwaisbelievedtobethefirstleaderthatledtheYorubatoIle-Ifeand
subsequentlysenthissonsandgrandsonstofoundotherYorubaKingdoms.
TheOyoEmpire:ThefirstorganofgovernmentinOyoEmpirewasthekingknownasAlaafin
ofOyo.
TheAlaafinAdministration:TheAlaafinwastheheadoftheempire,andwasresidentinthe
capital.Hewasalsoregardedas“Lordofmanylands”.TheAlaafinwasthefountainof
authorityandwasthereforeregardedasthe“companionofgods”.TheOyomesialsohadthe
powertoremoveanyAlaafinespeciallywhenheappeareddictatorialortransgressedthe
lawsoftheland.
Historicalbackgroundofpre-colonialpoliticalsystem inIgboland:TheIgbopeoplearebest
knownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalouswayoflife.TheIgboaregroupedintofivesub-
cultures:theIgboofEasternNigeria,theIgboofSouth-easternNigeria,theIgboofNorth-
easternNigeria,thewesternIgboandtheNorthernIgbo.
Politicalstructureofthepre-colonialIgboland:Therewasnohighlycentralizedauthoritybut
insteadtheyhadwhatcouldbecalledadiffusionofauthorityintodifferentgroups.Thefamily



wasthesmallestpoliticalunitinIgbotraditionalsociety.Eachfamilywasheadedbyan“Ofo”
titleholder.Intheancienttimes,theOha-na-eze’smeetingswereheldintheopenvillage
square.Theeldersformedthecoreofvillageadministration.Therearehighlyrespected
accordingly.Theofficialreligion practicedin pre-colonialIgbolandwasthetraditional
religion.TheIgbobelieveinre-incarnation.
Historicalbackgroundofpre-colonialpoliticalsystem inHausaLand:Hausalandislocatedin
NorthernNigeria.TheHausa“bakwai”statesareDaura,Biram,Zaria,Katsina,Kano,Rano,and
GobirwhiletheHausa“Banza”statesareNupe,Gwari,Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,Kebbi.
Politicalstructureofthepre-colonialHausaland:The“sarki”wasknownastheheadofany
typicalHausastate.SarkinKasar,whichmeans“ruleroftheland”,wasthefulltitlegivento
anyeffectiveandefficientheadofHausastate.Itisworthyofnotethatbetween14thand
15thcenturies,thesocio-politicalorganizationofHausastatestookanothershape.For
instance,Islam wasadoptedandthisgavebirthtoomanynewpoliticalinstitutionssuchas
theofficesoftheGaladima,Madawaki,Magaji,Dogari,YariSarkiandSarkiYau.
ColonialAdministrationandindirectrulesysteminNigeriaHistoricalBackground
ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoarriveNigeriathroughBiniKingdom.TheAtlantic
slavetradewasthetradecarriedonacrosstheAtlanticOceanbetweentheEuropeansand
Africans.Itbecamemoreimportantinthe15thcenturywiththearrivalofthePortuguese.The
tradegottomaturityinthe16thcentury.TheydidsothroughtheoperationsoftheBritish
westAfricanNavalsquadron.In1861,theytookLagosasacolony.But,thebulkofNigerian
territorywasoccupiedinthelate19thcentury.ThescrambleforAfrica,bytheseEuropean
powersledtothepartitioningofAfricaaftertheBerlinconferenceof1884-85.Asfrom 1898,
theBritishgovernmentsoughttoestablishandmaintainacolonialstateinNigeria.To
achievethis,anumberofmeasuresweretobetaken,forexample,removalofallvisible
oppositiontotheimpositionofcolonialrule,expansionandconsolidationofBritishauthority
overtheterritorylaterknownasNigeria.
TheBirthofNigeriaasaGeo-politicalEntity
TheMay1906amalgamationisknownasthefirsteveramalgamationoftheBritishinNigeria.
BritishgovernmentamalgamatedLagoscolonyandprotectoratewiththeprotectorateof
southernNigeriatoform thenew colonyandprotectorateofsouthernNigeria.Thesecond
amalgamationwasthatof1914.InJanuary1914,theBritishgovernmentamalgamated
NorthernandsouthernNigeria.TheprincipalreasonforthisisthesameasthatofMay1906.
TheNorthernprotectoratewasnotaseconomicallybuoyantasthecolonyandprotectorateof
southernNigeria.Thatwaswhy,fortheBritishimperialoffices,sincethesoutherntradewas
booming,amalgamationwouldallowthesurplusesacquiredinthesouth.SirFrederickLugard
isbestknownasthefatherofthe“January1914”amalgamation.Britain,thereforegoverned
Nigeriaby,meansofasystempopularlyreferredtoas“IndirectRule”.Indirectrulemaybeisa
system ofBritainrulinghercoloniesthroughlocaltraditionalrulers.TheBritishofficers
definedtheframeworkofthepoliciestobeadoptedandlefttheimplementationtothelocal
personnelortherulers.
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SummaryOfChapter15

PRESSUREGROUPS

Pressure group is described as interest groups,lobby groups or even protest
groups.”pressuregroupscamsintoexistencetocomplement,enhanceoreventoprotectthe
interestoftheirmembersorgroups”.

Whatpressuregroupsseektoarchiveistoensureistoensurethatgovernmentdoestheir
biddings.
Pressuregroupsexistenceistocheckmateandmakedemocracybetter,tocompensateforthe
tyrannyofmajorityofpeopleinthesociety.ExamplesofpressuregroupsinNigeriaincludes;
Asuu(academicstaffunionforuniversity)
Afenifere,ooduapeople’scongress(representingtheYorubatribe)



NBA(Nigeriabarassociation)
CAN(ChristianassociationofNigeria)
NLC(NigerialabourCongress)

TypesofPressuregroups
1.Associationalsopressuregroups.
2.Non-associationalsopressuregroups.
3.Institutionalpressuregroups.
4.Anomicpressuregroups.

.AssociationalPressureGroups
Thisgroupsareusuallyregisteredwithappropriateauthoritiesinastateorcountry.They
havetheirownregisteredofficesconstitutionsandsoon.Theyareorganizationsthatare
formal.

​Non-Associationalpressuregroups
Thisarenonformalorganizations,theirarrangementsandgatheringarebyvirtueofkinship
orevenfamily attachments,socialtraditions,tribalorevenraceafflictions,justtomention
few

Anomicpressuregroups
Theyhaveunpredictableactionsandbehaviorastheyworkbasedonthemomentand
situationI.Thesociety,theyarenotguidedbybehavioralstyleorrule.

Institutionalpressuregroups
Thisaregroupswherebythemembersaremadeupofprofessionalse.glawyers(attorneys)
journalists,doctorse.t.c

Featuresofpressuregroups

​i.Theystandasaclosewatchinregardingtothegovernmentanditactivities.
ii.Theystandasavitalroleforpoliticalsocializationmajorityofthepeople’swisharebeing
manifestedbythepressuregroups.
iii.Pressuregroupsgainawidespreadofpublicsupportfrom thepeople.i.epeoplemove
towardstheirdiscretionanytimeanymoveismade.

TechniquesofPressuregroups
a.Lobbying
b.Striking

A.LOBBYING

Theuseoflobbyingalsoserveasafunctioncauseitalsoaninstrumentbeingusedby
membersofthepressuregroups.sothatitcanimplementtheinterestofthecitizens.Pressure
groupslobbyinsomanyways.Theyloonywithgovernmentalofficialsdirectly.Forexample,
theylobbylegislators,ministersandothergovernmentsmachineries.Theymightsometimes
lobbythesegovernmentofficialsthroughfriends,spouses,childrenandotherrelatives.


