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AREVIEW ONANANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHENEGERIASTATE.

TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreation.Itisaproductofahistoricalarrangementthataroseoutof

theEuropeanadventurewithitseventualculminationinthecolonizationofAfrica.Priortothe

emergenceofNigerianstate,pre-colonialNigeriacomprisesofdifferentindependentchiefdoms,

states,Kingdomsandempires.Nigeriastretchesroughly700milesfrom westtoeastand650miles

from southtonorth.ThecountryisboardedbyBightsofBeninandBiafra,onthewestbyBenin,on

theNorthbyNigerandontheeastbyCameroon.ThehistoricalbackgroundofNigeriangovernment

andpoliticsinvolvesthepre-colonialperiodandthecolonialperiodinNigeria.Thepre-colonialperiod

istheperiodbeforethecomingofcolonialiststoNigeriawhilethecolonialperiodreferstotheera

thatcolonialadministrationwasestablishedinthecountryNigeria.

EARLYMANANDHISACHIEVEMENTS

TheexacttimewhenmanbegantoliveinNigeriaisunknownbutarchaeologicalevidencesfrom

differentpartsofNigeriashowedthatmanhadsettledinthecountrysincethePaleolithicperiod

500,00-9000BCwhichconfirmedthatNigeriatookpartinthestoneagecivilization.Theearlyman

workedhardtocopewithhisenvironment.Hegatheredfruitsandhuntedanimalsassourceoffood.

HeInventedchoppingandcuttingtools,hemadeaxesandheavychopper

MAJORLANDMARKINEARLYNIGERIANHISTORY

Theyareusuallyreferredtoascentersofancientcivilization.Theirhistorypresentstousthe

scientificandtechnicaldevelopmentsofearlyNigeriansocieties.

1. NOKCULTURE/CIVILIZATION:TerracottaheadofamonkeywasdiscoveredinNokculture

orcivilizationbytinminersin1936andotherdiscoveriesweremadee.g.Wamba,Katsina–Alaand

Jena.Nikcultureexistedbetweenthe5thand2ndcenturyB.C.

2. BENINCIVILISATION:Beninwasimportantforitsart–work.Theycastwoodendoorsand

ivorymasks,oneofwhichwastheivorymaskusedasFESTACsymbolin1977.

3. IFECIVILIZATION:Ifeisimportantbecauseofitsterracottaandbronzeheads.Objectswere

carvedonhardstonecalledquartzwhileanimalandhumanfigureswerecarvedfrom graniteand

decoratedwithironnails.AnexampleisOpaOranmiyaninile–ife.

4. IGBOUKWUCIVILIZATION:Somebronzeobjectsandornamentswereaccidentally

discoveredwhilediggingatoiletpitatIgboukwuin1939.Thiseventuallyledtotheevacuationofthe

threesitesintheareabyanarchaeologistcalledThurstanShaw.Thethreesetsincludeaburial

chamber,apit,andacompoundwall.

TraditionalPoliticalInstitutionsintheprecolonialNigeria



InthissectionthethreemajorityethnicgroupsofYoruba,Igboandhausa-fulaniinNigeriatraditional

politicalsystem shallbeexamined.

Historicalbackgroundofprecolonialpoliticalsystem inYorubaland

TheYorubaareoneofthelargestethnicgroupsinNigeriaandareunitedbylanguage.TheYoruba

peopletracetheiroriginfrom oduduwa,whowasthefounderoftheYorubakingdom.Ileifeis

regardedastheancestralhomeoftheYorubapeople.Theyorubasoriginallycamefrom thenorth-

easternareaofAfrica.OduduwaisbelievedtobethefirstleaderthatledtheYorubatoileifeand

subsequentlysenthissonsandgrandsonstofindotherYorubakingdoms.

TheOkeOramfesversionoftheoriginoftheYoruba

OkeOramfeislocatedinileife.Itisbelievedtobethecentrefrom whichtheworldwascreated.

Accordingtoalegendtheworldwascoveredbywater,thenthealmightyGodthedecidedtosend

moreofhismessengerstotheworldandtheyincludeObatalaandsixteenOye.Theyweregivenfive

piecesofiron,alumpofearthtiedtoawhitepieceofcloth,andacockerel.Somewhereontheway

totheworldthe,theleaderObatalagotdrunkandOduduwaseizedthesymbolofauthorityfrom him.

Onarrivalonthesite,Oduduwasetdownthefivepiecesofironandplacedthelumpofearthwithits

feetthroughouttheearth.

PoliticalStructureofthepre-colonialYorubaLand

ThepoliticalstructuresoftheYorubakingdomsconsistofacapitaltown,subordinatetowns,

villages,andfarmlands.Theobaisboththespiritualandpoliticalheadofthekingdom.Theoba

enjoyedmanyprivileges’butcertainlimitationswereplacedonhispowers.Theselimitationswere

knownaseewoweredesignedtocurbthedespotism andtyrannyonthepartoftheking.Iftheking

shouldviolateanyeewoitcouldleadtohisdeath.

Historicalbackgroundofpre-colonialpoliticalsystem inIgboland

TheIgbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalouswayoflife,thisisbecausefrom

theancienttimes,theyhadnocentralisedstates.TheIgboaregroupedintofivesubcultures:

1. TheIgboofsoutherneasternNigeria,

2. TheIgboofnortheasternNigeria,

3. ThewesternIgbo,

4. ThenorthernIgbo.

Oneofthemostpopularversionofthemigratorystoriesoforiginoftheigbopeopleistheonethat

pointstoIsraeli.Thisassumptionisbasedonthesocalledsimilaritiesbetweentheculturesofthe

IgboandtheancientHebrew.ProfessorM.A.Onwuejeogwuregardsthenriversionastheonly

authenticversionoforiginintheexistenceintheoraltraditionofIgbo.Accordingtonriversion,the



ancestorsoftheIgbo,eri,descendedfrom theskyandsaileddowntheriverAnambra.Whenhe

arrivedataguler,hemetsomeautochthonousgroupofpeoplewhohadnolivingmemoryoftheir

ownandsettledwiththem.Astheirpopulationincreased,somegroupsmigratedtotheotherparts

oftheIgbolandtoestablishtheirownsettlement.

PoliticalStructureofthepre-colonialIgboland

IntheIgbotraditionalsociety,therewasnohighlycentralisedauthoritybutinsteadtheyhadwhat

couldbecalleddiffusionofauthorityintodifferentgroups.Inotherwordstheypracticeddirect

democracyandoradecentralisedsystem ofgovernmentbecausetherewerenotraditionalrulers.

Althoughtherewasnohighlycentralisedauthority,somesociopoliticalinstitutionsexistedineach

villagetoperform legislative,executive,administrative,militaryandjudicialfunctions,such

institutionsincludedthefamily,councilofelders,agegradesandsecretsocieties.

HistoricalBackgroundofthepre-colonialpoliticalsystem inHausa

HausalandislocatedinthenorthernNigeria.TheHausastatesmayhavebeenfoundedbyBerber

immigrantsfrom northoftheSahara,orelsebypeoplescomingfrom eastAfrica.Thereweretwo

distinctgroups.ThefirstgroupconsistsofsevenstatescalledHausabakwaistatesthatisHausa

legitimatestates.Thesecondgroupconsistsoftheremainingsevenstatesandwereknownas

HausabanzastatesthatisHausaillegitimatesstates.

PoliticalstructureoftheprecolonialHausaland

TheSarkiwasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.SarkinKarsawhichmeansrulerofthe

landwasthefulltitlegiventoanyeffectiveandefficientheadofHausastate.Hecombinedboth

politicalandreligiousfunctions.TheIslamisationofHausalandalsoinfluenceditsjudicialsystem.

ThebirthofNigeriaasageopoliticalentity

Beforetheyear1900,allthedifferentpartsofNigeriaconqueredbytheBritishwerestillundertheir

originaladministration.Butbythe1900,thewholeNigeriawasundertheresponsibilityoftheBritish

colonialoffice.TheMay1906amalgamationisknownasthefirsteveramalgamationoftheBritish

inNigeria.BritishgovernmentamalgamatedLagoscolonyandprotectoratewiththeprotectorateof

southernNigeriatoform thenewcolonyandprotectorateofsouthernNigeria.However,thiswas

donewithoutconsultationwithNigeriansregardingtheirviewsastowhetherornottheysupported

theamalgamation.

Thesecondamalgamationwasthatof1914.InJanuary1914,theBritishgovernmentamalgamated

northernandsouthernNigeria.Thatwaswhy,fortheBritishimperialofficessincethesoutherntrade

wasbooming,amalgamationwouldallowthesurplusesacquiredinthesouth.Britaintherefore,

governedNigeriabymeansofasystem popularlyknownasindirectrule.Indirectruleisasystem of

Britainrulinghercoloniesthroughlocaltraditionalrulers.TheBritishofficersdefinedtheframework

ofthepoliciestobeadoptedandlefttheimplementationtothelocalpersonnelortherulers.


