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AREVIEWONTHEHISTORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHENIGERIAN

STATE.

ThehistoricalbackgroundofNigeriangovernmentandpoliticsinvolvesthepre-colonialperiod

andthecolonialperiodinNigeria.Thepre-colonialperiodistheperiodbeforethecomingof

thecolonialisttoNigeriawhilethecolonialperiodreferstotheerathatcolonialadministration

wasestablishedinthecountryNigeria.TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreation.Itisaproduct

ofhistoricalarrangementthataroseoutofEuropeanadventurewithitseventualculminationin

thecolonizationofAfrica.NigeriaisborderedbyBeninonthewest,byNigeronthenorth,by

Cameroonontheeast.

EarlyManinNigeria

TheexacttimewhenmanbegantoliveinNigeriaisunknownbuttherearchaeological

evidencefromdifferentpartsofNigeriawhichpointedtothefactthatmanhadsettledinthe

regionbeforenowknownasNigeriasincethePaleolithicperiod500,000-9000Bc.

TheAchievementsofEarlyMan

Theearlymanneededfoodsobecauseofthis,hebegantohuntanimalsandgatherfruits.

Thenhebegantoinventtoolsconsistingofpebblesmadeintochoppingandcuttingtools.

Thenhebegantomakehandaxeswhichwereovalandpointedinshape.Thesmallstone

toolswhichwerebelievedtobeusedforhuntingwerelocatedinJos.Thenheadvancedto

makinganothertoolwhichisaheavychopperwhichwasmoreefficientincuttingthanthe

previoustools.DuringtheBronzeandmetalage,peoplewholivedinNigeriamadesculptures.

TheScientificandTechnologicalDevelopmentofEarlyNigerianSocieties

 Nokculture/civilization

 Benincivilization

 Ifecivilization

 Igboukwucivilization

Thethreemajorethnicgroupsinclude:Yoruba,Igbo,andHausa-Fulani.

HistoricalBackgroundofPre-colonialPoliticalSysteminYorubaLand



Theyoruba'sareoneofthelargestethnicgroupinNigeriaandareunitedbylanguage.The

YorubapeopletracetheirorigintoOduduwawhowasthefounderoftheYorubakingdom.Ile-

IfeisregardedasthepoliticalancestralhomeoftheYorubapeople.

PoliticalStructureofthePre-colonialYorubaLand

TheOyoEmpire

ThefirstorganofgovernmentinOyoempirewasthekingknownasAlaafinofOyo.

 TheAlaafinAdministration:

TheAlaafinwastheheadoftheempire,andwasresidentinthecapital.TheAlaafin

wasassistedinhisadministrationbyofficialsmadeupofpriests,officialsand

eunuchs.Sometimeshehadanautocratictendency,hispowerwasoftenlimitedand

regulatedbytheOyomesi,acouncilofsevenmembersheadedbytheBashorunwho

actedasthePrimeMinister.ThemembersoftheOyomesi,werekingmakersaswell.

AtthedemiseoftheAlaafin,theyweretheonestoselecthissuccessor.

 TheOgboniCultAdministration:

TheOgboniculthadaveryvitalpositionintheYorubasociety.Itplayedamediatorrole

inanyconflictbetweentheOyomesiandtheAlaafin.Itwasakindofcounterpowerto

theOyomesiaswell.

 TheArmy.

HistoricalBackgroundofthepre-colonialPoliticalSysteminIgboLand

TheIgbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalouswayoflife.Thisis

becausetheyhadnocentralizedstates,consequentlytheyoperatedakindof

governmentwithoutkings.

TheIgboaregroupedintofivesub-cultures:

 TheIgboofeasternNigeria

 TheIgboofsouth-eastern

 ThewesternIgbo

 TheIgboofNorth-easternNigeria

 TheNorthernIgbo

PoliticalStructureofthepre-colonialIgboLand

Theypracticeddirectdemocracybecausetherewasnotraditionalrulersintheform

ofObaasincaseoftheYorubaandsonohereditaryclaimstothetraditionalstools



astherewasneveranIgbokingdomorEmpire.Thefamilywasthesmallestunitin

Igbotraditionalsociety.Eachfamilywasheadedbyan'Ofo'titleholder.Agegrade

wasorganisedonavillagebasis.Theyouthsclearedthebushpath,streamsand

alsoservedaspolice.Theeldersenforcedtheeldersdecisions,andguardedthe

settlement.

HistoricalBackgroundofPre-colonialPoliticalSysteminHausaLand

OralTraditionattributedtheoriginoftheHausastatestoamannamedBayajidda,

anArabprincewhotravelledtothesahelfromBaghdad.Hekilledamonstrous

snakethatoppressedthepeopleofDaura,andhemarriedthequeenthentheygave

birthtosonsandthesesonsruledeachoneofthesevenHausacityStates,

becomingthefirstkings.

PoliticalStructureofthePre-colonialHausaLand

TheEmirwasanabsolutemonarchinhisemirate,hewasthepolitical,

administrativeandspiritualleader.TheEmircabinetincluded:SarkinFada,Waziri,

Galadima,Madawaki,Magaji,SarkinDanDoka,SarkinRuwa,SarkinRuwa,Sarkin

Pawa,Yariandtheirvariousfunctions.

ColonialAdministrationandIndirectRuleSysteminNigeria

HistoricalBackground

TheBritishwhohaveoftenbeencreditedwiththecreationofNigeriawerenotthe

firstEuropeanstoland.ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoarriveinNigeria

throughBinikingdom.Afterthreecenturiesofshamefulslavetrade,cametheso-

calledperiodoflegitimatecommerce.Thiswasanothergoldenopportunityforthe

EuropeanstogetmoredirectlyinvolvedintheaffairsoftheAfricanStates.The

struggleamongtheEuropeanpowersforcoloniesledtothepartitioningofAfrica

amongtheminthe19thcentury.

TheBirthofNigeriaasaGeo-politicalEntity

TheMay1906amalgamationisknownasthefirsteveramalgamationoftheBritish

inNigeria.Thesecondamalgamationwasthatof1914,inJanuary1914,theBritish

governmentamalgamatedNorthernandSouthernNigeria.Theprincipalreasonfor

thisisthesameasthatofMay1906.SirFredrickLugard(laterbecamelord)isbest

knownasthefatherofthe'January1914'amalgamation.Britaintherefore,

governedNigeriabymeansofasystempopularlyreferredtoas"IndirectRule".


