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ASSIGNMENT

Pressuregroupisaformalororganizedbodywithacommoninterestwhose

fundamentalaim istoputpressureonanygovernmentalinstitutionwiththegoalofinfluencing

governmentpoliciesandlawstoitsownadvantage.Itisreferredtoas“thefunctional

representative”whichgivestheideathatvariouspressuregroupsrepresentdifferentsectorsof

thesocietybasedontheirfunctions.

Whatpressuregroupsaim toachieveistoensurethatthegovernmentdotheirbiddings

andwithsomepressurethroughtherightmeansandchannelsmakethegovernmentlistento

them.Thesegroupscouldbereligious,business-like,economic,social,andeducationalamong

others.Pressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiesmaysometimesappearsimilarbuttheyare

differentfrom eachother.Pressuregroupsmayaligntheirinterestwiththatofcertainpolitical

partiesthatarebelievedtopossessthecapabilitytofurthertheirinterest.Thedifference

includes;

Politicalpartiesseektogaintogaingovernmentalpowerswhilepressuregroupsdonot.

Politicalpartieshaveawiderangeofpolicieswhereaspressuregroupshavenarrowgoals.

Pressuregroupsarenotaccountablefortheiractionswhilepoliticalpartiesaccountfortheir

actions.

Politicalpartiesaremoreformallyorganizedthanpressuregroups.

Pressuregroupsexistenceistocheckmateandmakedemocracybetter.However,while

pressuregroupsareacknowledgedaspotentiallybeneficialtothedemocraticprocess,

problemscanarisewhenthedemocraticprocessbecomesdominatedbyafewspecificgroups

orwhenthereisrefusaltocompromiseinordertoreachaconsensusregardingthecommon

goodofthesociety.

TYPESOFPRESSUREGROUPS

Interestgroups:thesegroupsarealsoseenassectionalgroupsrepresentingthepeopleofthe

society.

Causegroups:theyarepromotionalgroupswhichseektopromoteparticularcauses.

Insiderandoutsidergroups:insidergroupsareregularlyconsultedbythegovernmentandhave



regularaccesstoministersorlegislators.Outsidergroupshavenoaccesstothegovernment

anditsmachineries.Theyhavetouseotherwaystohaveimpact.

Anomicgroups:theyaregroupsthathaveunpredictableactionsandbehaviorastheywork

basedonthemomentandsituationinthesociety.

Associatedandnon-associatedgroups:associationalgroupsaregroupsthatareregisteredwith

theappropriateauthoritiesinastateorcountry.Non-associationalgroupsaregroupswithouta

formalorganization.

FUNCTIONSOFPRESSUREGROUPS

• Itlinksthegovernmenttothepeople

• Promotesparticipationingovernment

• Itservesasasourceofinformationtothegovernment

• Itcurtailsdictatorialtendencies

• Itpromotestheinterestoftheminority

• Itinfluenceslegislation

Pressuregroupsmayadoptavarietyofstrategiestoachievetheirgoal,including

lobbyingelectedIndividuals,mediaadvocacyanddirectpoliticalaction.Pressuregroupslobby

insomanywayseitherbysponsoringbillsinlegislativehousesandcontactinglegislatorsto

ensurethepassageofbillsorlobbyingwithgovernmentofficialsdirectly.


