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ANHISTORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHENIGERIANSTATE

ThehistoryofNigeriacannotbedescribedwithoutdiscussingthepre-colonialperiodandthe

colonialperiodinNigeria.Thecolonialperiodistheperiodbeforethecomingofthecolonialists

whilethecolonialperiodreferstotheerathatcolonialadministrationwasestablishedinNigeria.

BeforetheemergenceoftheNigerianstate,pre-colonialNigeriacomprisesofdifferent

independentchiefdoms,states,kingdomsandempires.TheseincludetheBornoEmpire,the

Hausastates,andtheSokotoCaliphateintheNorth;theigbosegmentarysocietiesintheeast;

BeninKingdom andtheOyoEmpireintheWestandseveralethnicidentitiesintheBenueValley.

ThecountryNigeriaisborderedtothesouthbytheNightsofBeninandBiafra,whichareonthe

GulfofGuineaintheAtlanticOcean.Onthewest,NigeriaisborderedbyBenin,onthenorth,by

NigerRepublic,andontheeastbyCameroon.Nigeriaalsostretchesroughly700milesfrom

westtoeastand650milesfrom southtonorth,coveringanareabetween3°and15°E

longitudeandbetween4°and14°Nlatitude.

TheexacttimewhenpeoplebegantoliveinNigeriaisunknownbutvarious

archaeologicalevidencesfrom differentpartsofNigeriawhichshowsthatmansettledin

NigeriafirstsincethePaleolithicperiod500000-9000BC.Thefirstoccupationwhichwasdone

bythemanwholivedinNigeriaduringthoseyearswashuntingandgatheringoffruitssincehe

neededfoodtosurvive.Lateron,hebegantoinventtoolsconsistingofpebblesmadeinto

choppingandcuttingtools.ThistoolwasnamedbyarchaeologistsastheOldowan-typetools,

because,theyfirstidentifieditintheOlduvaiGorgeinTanzania.From theretheearlyman

startedmakinghandaxeswhichwasbelievedtobeusedforhuntingbypeopleinHis,Plateau

stateandinIwoEleruinOndostate.

SomeoftheplaceswheremanlivedinNigeriaintheveryremotepastincludes:Nok,

Ukwu,IfeandBeninamountothers.Theyareusuallyreferredtoascentresofancient

civilizationandthehistoryofthesecentresofancientcivilizationpresentsuswiththescientific

andtechnologicaldevelopmentsofearlyNigeriansocieties.ThefirstistheNokcivilization,this

cultureisbelievedtobeatransitionalcivilizationbetweentheStoneAgeandtheironagein

Nigeriabecauseofthepresenceofacombinationofstoneandironobjects.Itwasdiscovered

throughtheuseofcarbondating,thatNokcultureexistedbetweenthe5thand2ndcenturyB.C.

ThenextistheBenincivilization,whichwasimportantforit'sart-work.ThecraftsmenofBenin

carvedinwoodandivoryandcastobjectsinbronzeandbrass.TheIfecivilizationisimportant

alsobecauseofitsterracottaandbronzeheads.Someofthebronzeheadsweresaidtobe

potraitsofsomeoftherulers-Iono.ItisbelievedbyarthistoriansthatIfeartoriginatedfrom the



Nokculturebecauseofsomesimilaritiessuchasbeadedneck,wristandankles.Theyalso

believethatitwasfrom IfethatBeninprobablylearntbronzesculpture.Somebronzeobjects

andornamentswereaccidentallydiscoveredwhilediggingatoiletpitatIgboUkwuin1939.The

archaeologist,ThurstonShawthenlaterexcavatedthreesiteswhichincludeaburialchamber,a

pitandacompoundwallandintheseplacesmanyobjectsmadeofbronzewerelater

discovered.

TofullyunderstandpoliticalinstitutionsinPre-colonialNigeria,thethreemajorethnic

groupsofYoruba,IgboandHausa-FulaniinNigeriashallbeexamined.TheYorubasareoneof

thelargestethnicgroupinNigeriaandareunitedbylanguage.TheYoruba'stracetheiroriginto

oduduwawhowasthefounderoftheYorubakingdom whileIle-Ifeisregardedastheancestral

homeoftheYoruba's.Therearedifferentversionsofthetraditionsoftheiroriginandoneof

them istheOneOrange'sversionoftheOriginoftheYoruba.OkeOrangeislocatedinIle-Ife,it

isbelievedtobethecentrefrom whichtheworldwascreated.Accordingtothelegend,there

wasaperiodwhentheworldwascoveredbywater.TheAlmightyGodthendecidedtosend

someofhismessengerstotheworldandtheyincludedObatalaorOrisaNlaorOrisaAlase(as

theleader)andsixteenOye(immortals).Theyweregivenfivespiecesofiron,alumpofearth

tiedtoawhitepieceofcloth,andacockerel.Ontheirwaytotheworld,theleader,Obatala,got

drunkwithpalm wineandsohissymbolofauthoritywasseizedbyOduduwawhothenbecame

theleader.Whentheyarrived,Oduduwasetdownthefivepiecesofironandplacedthelumpof

earthonthem,thecockerelthenspreadthelumpofearthwithit'sfeetthroughouttheearth.

Consequently,theearthwasformedandOduduwa,whobecametheruler.

ThegovernmentoftheoldOyo Empireisatypicalexampleofthepre-colonial

administrationinYorubaland.ThefirstorganofgovernmentinOyoEmpirewasthekingknown

asAlaafinofOyo.TheAlaafinwastheheadoftheempire,andwasresidentinthecapital.He

sometimeshadanautocratictendency,butinpractice,hispowerswereoftenlimitedand

regulatedbytheOyomesi,acouncilofsevenmembersheadedbyBashorunwhoactedasthe

PrimeMinister.ThemembersoftheOyomesiwerekingmakersaswell.Atthedemiseofthe

Alaafin,theyweretheonestoselecthissuccessor.Apartfrom theAlaafincabinet,membersof

theOyomesicultconstitutedanotherarm ofgovernment.Theogboniculthadaveryvital

positioninYorubasociety.ItplayedamediatoryroleinanyconflictbetweentheOyomesiand

theAlaafin.TheArmywasanotherarm ofgovernmentintraditionalYorubasociety.Itwasvery

organized.TheheadwasconferredwiththetitleAre-Ona-Kankanfo.TheArmywascreditedwith

performingimportantfunctionswhichincludedstabilityoftheempire,expansion,aswellas

keepingdissidentterritoriesincheck.

Theigbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentarywayoflife.Thisisbecausefrom

theancienttimes,theyhadnocentralizedstates.Theigboaregroupedintofivecultures:the

igboofeasternNigeria,theigboofsouth-easternNigeria,theigboofnorth-easternNigeria,the

westernigboandthenorthernigbo.Oneofthemostpopularversionsofthemigratorystories

oforiginoftheigbopeopleistheonethatpointstoIsrael.Itisduetotheassumptionontheso-

calledsimilaritiesbetweentheculturesoftheigboandtheancientHebrew.However,Professor



M.AOnwuejeogwu(2000)regardstheBriversionastheonlyauthenticversionoforigininthe

oraltraditionoftheigbo.AccordingtoNriversion,theancestoroftheigbo,Eri,descendedfrom

the sky and sailed down the RiverAnambra.When he arrived Aguleri,he metsome

autochthonousgroupofpeoplewhohadnolivingmemoryoftheirownandsettledwiththem.

Astheirpopulationincreased,somegroupsmigratedtootherpartsofigbolandtoestablish

theirownsettlements.Intheigbotraditionalsociety,theypractiseddirectdemocracyora

decentralizedsystem ofgovernmentbecausetherewasnotraditionalrulers.

TheHausalandislocatedinNorthernNigeria.Before1804,itwasmadeupof14

statesandtheywereoftwodistinctgroups.Thefirstgroupconsistsofsevenstatescalled

"HausaBakwai"states,thatisHausalegitimatestates.Thesecondgroupconsistsofthe

remainingsevenstatesknownas"HausaBanzai",thatisHausaillegitimatestates.Oraltradition

attributedtheoriginoftheHausastatestoamannamedBayajidda,anArabprincewho

travelledtotheSahelfrom Baghdad.Hekilledamonstroussnakethatoppressedthepeopleof

Daura,andhemarriedthequeen.Thequeenhadsixsonsalreadyandsheproducedanother

sonwithBayajidda,andeachofthesesonsruledoneofthesevenHausacitystatesbecoming

thefirstkings.The"Sarkis"wasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.TheSarkisKasar

combinedbothpoliticalandreligious/spiritualfunctions.Islam wasintroducedtoHausalandin

the14thcenturyandbythe15thcenturyitwasacceptedasthereligionoftherulingclass.

Thereistheintroductionofanewsystem ofselectingandappointingrulersdescribedasEmir's

torulethecaliphatewhoowedallegiancetoDanFodioandhistworepresentativesatSokoto

andGwandu.ImportanttitleholdersintheEmir'scabinetinclude:SarkinDada,Waziri,Galadima,

Madawaki,Magaji,SarkinDanDoka,SarkinRuwa,SarkinPawsandYari.

TheBritishwhohaveoftenbeencreditedwiththecreationofNigeriawerenotthefirst

EuropeanstolandinNigeria.ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoarriveNigeriathrough

Binikingdom.Theyintroducedslavetrade.ThestruggleamongtheEuropeanpowersfor

coloniesledtothepartitioningofAfricaamongthem inthe19thcentury.Britaincolonised

Nigeria,Ghana,theGambiaandSierra-LeoneinWestAfrica.By1900,thewholeNigeriawas

undertheresponsibilityoftheBritishColonialOffice.ByMay1906,theyamalgamatedLagos

colonyandprotectoratewiththeprotectorateoftheSouthernNigeriaandthiswasdonewithout

consultationwithNigeriansregardingtheirviews.Thesecondamalgamationwasalsobythe

britain'sin1914.SirFrederickLugardisbestknownasasthefatheroftheJanuary1914

amalgamationandlateron,BritaingovernedNigeriabymeansofasystem popularlyreferredto

asIndirectRulewhichisasystem ofBritainrulinghercoloniesthroughlocaltraditionalrulers.


