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Chapter15:AnOverviewoftheIdeaofPressureGroup.

Pressuremeanstopersuadesomeonetodosomething.Pressuregroupisanorganizedbody

withcommoninterestswhoseaim istoputpressureonanygovermentalinstitutionwiththe

goalofinfluencinggovernmentpoliciesandlawtoitownadvantage.Itisreferredtoas'The

FunctionalRepresentative'.Ithastheideathatvariouspressuregroupsrepresentdifferent

sectorsofthesocietybasedontheirfunctionsforexampleNigerianBarAssociation,Nigerian

MedicalAssociation,ChristianAssociationofNigeria,NigeriaLaborCongressetc.Pressure

groupscameintoexistencetoenhanceandprotecttheinterestoftheirmembers.Theyaim to

ensurethatthegovernmentdoestheirbiddings,andwithsomepressurethroughtheright

channels,thepressuregroupsareabletomakethegovernmentlistentothem.Theyinfluence

bothpublicpol6,administrationandevendeterminepoliticalstructuresofthesociety.

Pressuregroupandpoliticalpartiesactivitiesmaylooksimilarbuttheyaredifferentfrom each

other.Politicalpartiesseektogainpowerpressuregroupsdonot.Pressuregroupsarenot

actuallyaccountablefortheiractionswhilepoliticalpartiesdo.Despiteallthesedifferences

theydohavethingsincommon,theyrelatetogethertoachievesomethingincommon.However,

whilepressuregroupsareacknowledgedaspotentiallybeneficialtoademocraticsociety,

problemscanarisewhenthedemocraticprocessbecomesdominatedbyafewspecificgroups.

Whilepressuregroupshavetheirimportanceplaceintheschemeofthingsinanation,thereare

somedownside.Sometimesduetotheirselfishinterest,pressureinabletoalterthedirection

ofgovernmentdecisions,notconsideringgovernmentlimitedresources.

Typesofpressuregroups.

Interestgroups:Theyareseenassectionalgroupsrepresentingpeopleinasociety.Example,

thetradeunitsforinstance,ConfederationofBritishIndustry(CBI)knownasthevoiceof

businessinthecountryandinNigeria,ConventiononBusinessIntegration(CBI).

Causegroups:Theyarepromotiongroups,whoseentopromoteaparticularcause,Example,

charitiesgroups,environmentalgroups,Amnestygroupsthatcampaignfortheneedtoend

humanrightabuse.Itisaimedaachievingasingleobjective.

InsidergroupsandOutsidergroups:Insidergroupsareregulatedregularlybythegovernment

andhaveaccesstoministersandlegislators.ExampleisNigerianBarAssociation.Theymay



havehighorlowprofile.Outsidergroupshavenolinkstogovernmentoritrelatives,theyuse

otherwaystoimpact.ExampleisAnimalLiberationFront.Theyareradialinnaturebecause

theyaremostlydeniedbygovernment.Bothinsiderandoutsidergroupchangefrom timeto

timebasedongovernmentorpartyinpower.

Anomicgroups:Theyhaveunprecedentedactionsastheyworkbasedonmomentandsituation

inthecountry.Theymaysometimesactviolently.Protest,riotaresomeofthemeansthey

mountpressure.

AssociationalgroupsandNon-associationalgroups:Associationalgroupsareregisteredunder

properauthoritiesandhavetheirownconstitutionandsoon.Non-Associationalgroupshaveno

formalorganizationandtheirarrangementsmaybebasedonkinshiporfamily,tribeetc.

Functionsofpressuregroups.

Linksgovernmenttopeople:Theystayuptodateonrelevantinformationandareableto

sensitisepeopleonsuchmatterandrelatetogovernmentthepeopleopinion.

Promotesparticipationingovernment:Theyengageinactivitiesandothermeasurestoputtheir

viewacrossthegovernment.

Servingassourcesofinformationtogoverment:Thisinteractionoffersthegovernmentviable

informationonaspectsofissuetheymaynotbeawareof.

Curtailingofdictatorialtendencies:Theyensurethatgovernmentdonotperpetuatethemselves

inpowertherebydriftingintodictatorship.

Promotionoftheinterestoftheminority:Theyensuretheinterestoftheminorityarenot

trampleduponbythegovernment.Theyactaswatchdogsofthegovernment.

Influencinglegislation:Theyputpressureongovernmenttoinfluenceit'spolicyandchangea

particularpolicythatdonotfavortheirmembers.

PressureGroupsLobbying.

Pressuregroupsemployvariousstrategiestoachievetheirgoalsincludinglobbyingelected

officials.Pressuregroupslobbyinsomanyways.Theylobbywithgovermentofficialsdirectlyor

theymightsometimesgothroughfriends,spouses,childrenorotherrelative.Theymaysponsor

billsinlegislatorhousesorcontactthem toensurepassageofthebills.


