NAME: UGOCHUKWU CHIZITEREM PRECIOUS
MATRIC NUMBER: 19/MHS01/414
[bookmark: _GoBack]DEPARTMENT: MEDICINE AND SURGERY
COURSE CODE: GST 203
CHAPTER 2: AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE NIGERIA STATE 
The chapter gives an insight into the history of development in Nigeria by speaking on colonization, early man in Nigeria and their achievements; the scientific and technological development of early Nigerian societies; the traditional political institutions in pre-colonial Nigeria; and the colonial administration and indirect rule system in Nigeria. 
The Nigerian state is a colonial creation. It is a product of a historical arrangement that arose out of European adventure with its eventual culmination in the colonization of Africa. Prior to the emergence of the Nigerian state, pre-colonial Nigeria comprises of different independent chiefdoms, states, kingdoms and empires.
The pre-colonial period is the period before the coming of the colonialists to Nigeria while the colonial period refers to the era that colonial administration was established in the country Nigeria. Nigeria comprises of different independent chiefdoms, states, kingdoms and empires. The country is bordered to the south by the Bights of Benin and Biafra which are on the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. In its extreme northeastern corner, Lake Chad separates Nigeria from the country of Chad. Nigeria stretches roughly 700 miles from west to east and 650 miles from south to north.
Starting with the early man and his achievements, the exact time when man began to live in Nigeria is unknown but there are archaeological evidences from different parts of Nigeria which pointed to the fact that man had settled in the region now known as Nigeria since the Paleolithic period 500,000 – 9,000BC. The man who lived in Nigeria during those years worked hard to cope with his environment. First he needed food then he started making tools to get by. Firstly, pebbles made into chopping and cutting tools, which later advanced to making hand axes, which were later refined, and then the heavy chopper, which was more efficient in cutting than the already existing tools.
THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY NIGERIAN SOCIETIES
Major landmark in early Nigerian history
Nok culture/civilisation
Benin civilisation
Ife civilization
Igbo ukwu civilization


In addition, the traditional political institutions in pre-colonial Nigeria was also essentially focused on by examining the traditional political systems of the three majority ethnic groups, Yoruba, Igbo, and Hausa. 
THE YORUBA
 The political structure of the pre-colonial Yoruba land, majorly focused on the old Oyo empire, is emphasized. There were three organs of government, including the Alaafin administration, the Ogboni cult’s administration, and the army. The Alaafin was the head of the empire, and was resident in the capital. He was also regarded as “lord of many lands” and “companion of the gods,” (Ekeji Orisa). His powers were often limited by the Oyomesi, a council of seven members headed by Bashorun, who acted as the prime minister. The Ogboni cult, however, played a mediatory role in any conflict between the Oyomesi and the Alaafin. On the other hand, the army was credited with performing important functions which included stability of the empire, expansion, as well as keeping dissident territories in check.
THE OYO EMPIRE
The government of the old oyo empire is a typical example of the pre-colonial administration in yorubaland.
i. The Alaafin Administration
ii. The Ogboni Cult’s Administration
iii. The Army

THE IGBOS
The Igbos are known for their acephalous way of life. The Igbo are grouped into five sub-cultures including the Igbo of Eastern Nigeria; the Igbo of South-Eastern Nigeria; the Igbo of North-Eastern Nigeria; the Western Igbo; and the Northern Igbo. They had no traditional ruler but were diffused into smaller groups. These smaller groups include the family, the age grades, the oha-na-eze, and the secret societies.

       THE HAUSAS
The Hausas operated the emirate system of government. There was an introduction of a new system of selecting and appointing rulers described as emirs to rule the caliphate after Islam was introduced to Hausa land in the fourteenth century. The whole of the former Hausa kingdom was divided into two confederations. The Sultan supervised the administration of the emirate system, he arbitrated in disputes within and between emirates. Meanwhile, the Emir was an absolute monarch in his emirate, he was the political, administrative, and spiritual leader. Important title holders in the Emir’s cabinet included Sarkin Fada, Waziri, Galadima, Madawaki, Magaji, Sarkin Dan Doka, Sarkin Ruwa, Sarkin Pawa, and Yari. 
Other last aspect focused on was the colonial administration and indirect rule system in Nigeria, under which the historical background and the birth of Nigeria as a geo-political entity were addressed. These and all that were previously explained give the perfect historical analysis of the evolution of the Nigerian state.
In January 1914, the British government amalgamated the Northern and southern Nigeria. The principal reason for this is the same as that of May 1906.The Northern protectorate was not as economically buoyant as the colony and protectorate of southern Nigeria. That was why, for the British imperial offices, since the southern trade was booming, amalgamation would allow the surpluses acquired in the south. Sir Frederick Lugard is best known as the father of the “January 1914” amalgamation. Britain, therefore governed Nigeria by, means of a system popularly referred to as “Indirect Rule”. Indirect rule may be is a system of Britain ruling her colonies through local traditional rulers. The British officers defined the framework of the policies to be adopted and left the implementation to the local personnel .


