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              AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE NIGERIA STATE

The historical background of Nigerian government and politics involves the pre-colonial and colonial period in Nigeria. The Nigerian state is a colonial creation,it is a product of a historical arrangement that arose out of European adventure in the colonization of Africa. Before the emergence of the Nigerian state,pre-colonial Nigeria comprised of the Borno empire,the hausa states,the Sokoto Caliphate in the North and so on. The exact time when man began to live in Nigeria is unknown but there are archeological evidences which pointed to the fact that man had settled in Nigeria since the Paleolithic period 500,000–9000BC. It was further confirmed that Nigerians took part in the stone age civilization.

The man who lived in Nigeria during those years worked hard to cope with his environment. First he needed food,he began to hunt the animals and to gather fruits. But he soon began to invent tools,Archaeologists called these tools Oldowan–type tools. Early man in Nigeria advanced from the early stone age,he began to make hand axes. Early man then proceeded to invent another type of tool which is a heavy chopper,it was more efficient in cutting than the existing ones. Most active periods of technological efforts in Nigeria were during the bronze and metal age,around 500BC to 200AD.              

The centers of ancient civilization in Nigeria are places where man lived in the very remote past,they are Nok,Igbo ukwu,Ife and Benin among others,the history of these centers present us with the scientific and technological developments of early Nigerian societies. Terracotta figures were discovered in Nok culture,Nok culture is believed to be a transitional civilization between the Stone age and Iron age in Nigeria,the Nok culture existed between the 5th and 2nd century B.C. Benin was known for its art work,the craftsmen in Benin carved in wood and ivory and cast objects in bronze and brass. Ife is important for its terracotta and bronze heads,most of the terracotta and bronze heads were said to be life–size decorated with facial masks and natural hair. Some bronze objects were accidentally discovered while digging a pit toilet at Igno ukwu in 1939,this led to the excavation of three sites in the area by an Archaeologist called Thurstan Shaw,the three sites included a burial chamber,a pit and a compound wall,these sites have been dated to the middle of the 9th century A.D.

The Yorubas are one of the largest ethnic groups in Nigeria and are united by language. The yoruba people trace their origin to Oduduwa,the founder of the yoruba kingdom. Ile-Ife is regarded as the ancestral home the yoruba people. Oke Aramfe is located in Ile-Ife,it is believed to be the center from which the world was created. According to Oke Aramfe's legend,there was a period when the world was covered with water then the Almight God sent some of his messengers to the world,they were given five pieces of iron,a lump of earth tied to a white piece of cloth and a cockerel. On their way to the world,Obatala got drunk with palm wine,Oduduwa seized the symbol of authority from him and led the party to the world. Consequently, the earth was formed and Oduduwa became the ruler. Each political structure of the yoruba kingdoms consisted of a capital town,subordinate towns,villages and farmlands. Each town has a king known as Oba who is both the political and spiritual head of the kingdom,the king had other rulers of lesser rank and status. The government of the old Oyo empire is a typical example of the pre-colonial administration in Yorubaland. In the sixteenth century,oyo was one of the rare empires that had in-built checks and balances.

The Igbo people are best known for their segmentary way of life,they are grouped into five sub-cultures;the Igbo of Eastern Nigeria,the Igbo of South-Eastern Nigeria,the Igbo of North-Eastern Nigeria,the Western Igbo and the Northern Igbo. The Igbo society has always been known as acephalous. According to the Nri version of origin,the ancestor of igbo,Eri,descended from the sky and sailed down the river Anambra,when he arrived at Aguleri,he met a group of people who had no living memory of their own and settled with them. In the Igbo traditional society,there was no highly centralized authority but some socio-political institutions like council of elders,families and secret societies existed in villages to carry out Executive,Legislative,Administrative,Judiciary functions. Each family was headed by an 'Ofo' title holder,among the 'Ofo' title holders,one of them was seen as the most senior to others,he was known as the 'Okpara' who held the Ozo title. The age grades were strongly organized among the Northern and Southern igbo peoples,the age group was a society of companionship and protection. Oha-na-eze was a form of general assembly in traditional Igbo society. The secret societies consisted of the diviners' masquerades,'Amadisha' of Ozuzzu and so on,they acted as intermediary between the living and the ancestors. The official religion practised in pre-colonia Igbo land was the traditional religion,the Igbo people believe in re-incarnation,the religious lives of the Igbos were surrounded by mysticisms and superstitions.

Hausa land is located in Northern Nigeria. Before 1804,it was made up of 14 states which were of two distinct groups. The first group consisted of seven states called 'Hausa Bakwai' i.e legitimate states,the second group consisted of the remaining seven states called 'Hausa Banza' I.e illegitimate states. Oral tradition attributed the origin of the Hausa states to a man named Bayajidda who killed a monstrous snake that oppressed the people of Daura and he married the Queen. The Queen had six sons already,she produced another son with Bayajidda and each of these sons ruled the seven hausa city-states,becoming the first kings. The Sarki was known as the head of any typical Hausa state, 'Sarkin Kasar' was the title given to any efficient head of Hausa state. The Sarkin Kasar combined both political and spiritual functions,he was also the executive and chief judge of the state but he was aided by a council. Between the 14th and 15th centuries,the socio-political organization of Hausa states took another shape. Islam was adopted and this give birth to new political insti6and also influenced its Judiciary system,the Sharia law started taking shape. The whole of the former Hausa kingdom was divided into two confederations. The Emir was the political,administrative and spiritual leader,he controlled activities within his Emirates. Important title holders in the Emir's cabinet included; Sarkin Fada(Spokesman),Waziri(Prime minister),Galadima(Administrator),Madawaki(Commander and head of Army),Magaji(treasurer),Sarkin Dan Doka(Inspector General of police force called Dan Doka),Sarkin Ruwa(Minister in-charge of water resources),Sarkin Pawa(Head of Chairman of butchers at Abattoirs),Yari(Chief Superintendent of prisons). The Judicial administration of Hausa-Fulani was based on the Islamic legal system called Sharia,the Sharia court judge was called Alkali,the chief judge of the Sharia court was Grand Khadi.

The Portuguese were the first Europeans to arrive Nigeria through Bini kingdom, the Atlantic Slave trade was the trade carried on across the Atlantic ocean between the Europeans and Africans,it became more important in the 15th century on arrival of the Portuguese. The Trans-Atlantic slave trade was the unfortunate channel that first put the British in contact with Nigeria. In the early decade of the 19th century,the British decided to abolish the trans-Atlantic slave trade. After three centuries of slave trade,came the period of legitimate commerce. In 1861,the British took Lagos as colony,but the bulk of Nigerian territory was occupied in the late 19th century. The struggle among European powers for colonies led to the partitioning of Africa among them in the 19th century. Britain colonized Nigeria,Ghana,the Gambia and Sierra Leone in West Africa. As from 1898,the British government sought to establish and maintain a colonial state in Nigeria,to achieve this,they needed to remove all visible opposition to the imposition of colonial rule of British authority over Nigeria. By 1900,the whole Nigeria was under the responsibility of the British Colonial Office,the May 1906 amalgamation is known as the first ever almalgamation of the British in Nigeria. The second almalgamation was that of January 1914, Sir Frederick Lugard is known as the father of the 1914 almalgamation. Britain, therefore governed Nigeria by a means of Indirect rule.

