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ANOVERVIEW OFTHEIDEAOFPRESSUREGROUP

Apressuregroupisaformalororganisedbodywithacommoninterestwhosefundamentalaim

istoputpressureonanygovernmentalinstitutionwiththegoalofinfluencinggovernment

policiesandlawstoit'sownadvantage.Thepressuregroupisreferredtoas"TheFunctional

Representative".Theyusuallyachievethesetheirintereststhroughtheiroccupationsand

professions.Forexample,theNigerianBarAssociation(NBA),representsthelawyersand

solicitors,whileNigeriaMedicalAssociation(NMA)representsdoctor'sinterests,Academic

StaffUnionofUniversities(ASUU)whichisinchargeoftheinterestsofacademicsand

conditionoflearninginNigeria'suniversities.

AccordingtoAnifowose(1999)pressuregroupisdescribedas"interestgroups,lobby

groupsorevenprotestgroups".Thesepressuregroupscouldbereligious,business-like,

educational,ethnic-oriented,gender-sensitive,economic,orsocial,amongothers.Some

examplesofpressuregroupsinNigeriaare:ArewaConsultativeForum,ChristianAssociationof

Nigeria(CAN),NigeriaLabourCongress(NLC),OoduaPeople'sCongress(representingthe

Yorubatribe,ArewaPeople'sCongress(representingtheHausatribe).Therearecertain

distinctionsbetweenthepressuregroupsandpoliticalparties',thefirstisthatthepolitical

partiesseektogaingovernmentpowers,whileontheotherhand,pressuregroupsdonotseek

togainpowerbuttoinfluencepoliticaldecisions,politicalpartieshaveawiderangeofpolicies

whereaspressuregroupsnarrowtheirgoals,also,pressuregroupsarenotactuallyaccountable

foranyoftheiractionswhilepoliticalpartiesdoaccountfortheiractions.Thisdoesnotmean

thatthetwodonothaveanysimilarities.Theydo,astheybothrelatetogethertoachievesocial

changes.Thereareaboutfivedifferenttypesofpressuregroupsandtheseinclude:Interest

Groups,CauseGroups,InsiderandOutsiderGroups,AnomicGroupsandAssociatonalGroups

andNon-AssociationalGroups.

TheInterestGroupsisalsoseenassectiongroups,representingthepeopleinthe

society.Forexample,thetradeunits,forinstance,theConventiononBusinessIntegration(CBI)

inNigeria.Causegroupsarepromotiongroups,whichseektopromoteparticularcauses.Dor

example,charitiesandenvironmentalgroups.Anygroupthatchampionssocialmovementis

alsoseenas"causegroup",eventhoughthegrouplacksformalstructure.TheInsidergroups

areregularlyconsultedbythegovernment.Theyhaveregularaccesstoministersorlegislators.

AnexampleistheNigeriaBarAssociation(NBA).Ontheotherhand,outsidergroupshaveno

accessorlinkstothegovernmentandit'smachineries.Theyhavetouseotherwaystoimpact.

AnexampleistheAnimalLiberationFront,whichchampionsforarightsofanimals.Pressure



groupsinthiscategoryareradicalinnaturebecausetheyaremostlydeniedbythegovernment.

TheAnomicGroupshaveunpredictableactionsandbehaviorastheyworkbasedonthe

momentandsituationinthesociety.Thesegroupsarenotguidedbyanappropriatebehavioural

styleorrule,andtheymaysometimesactviolently.Protest,rioting,strikesaresomeofthe

meansthroughwhichtheymountpressure.Associationalgroupsareusuallyregisteredwith

appropriateauthoritiesinastateorcountry,thesegroupshavetheirownregisteredofficesand

constitutions.While,Non-AssociationalGroupsaregroupswithoutaformalorganization,their

arrangementisbyvirtueofkinshiporevenfamilyattachment,socialtraditionsandsoon.

Therearevariousfunctionsthepressuregroupsperform andtheseinclude:itservesasa

linkbetweenthegovernmentofthedayandthepeopleitgoverns.Theystayuptodateon

relevantinformationsotheycanenlightenthepeopleonsuchamatter.Anotherfunctionisthat

theypromotepublicparticipationintheactivitiesofgovernmentoftheday.Thepressure

groupsalsoactsassourcesofinformationtothegovernmentonissuesthegovernmentmay

notbeawareof.Thepressuregroupsalsoactstocurtailthedictatorialtendenciesofthe

governmentbyensuringtheydonotperpetuatethemselvesinpower.Again,pressuregroups

championstherightsoftheunder-privileged,theyensurethattheinterestsofminoritygroups

arenottrampleduponbythegovernment.Theyachievethesefunctionsbyadoptingavarietyof

strategieswhichinclude:lobbyingelectedofficials,mediaadvocacyanddirectpoliticalaction.


