
NAME:ALUGAH-DAVIDFAVOUR

MATRICULATIONNUMBER:19/MHS02/021

COURSE:GOVERNMENT

COURSECODE:GST203

AnHistoryAnalysisoftheEvolutionoftheNigerianstate‘’insalient

issuesinGovernmentandNigerianpolitics,page15-32(3pages)

ThehistoricalbackgroundofNigeriangovernmentandpolitics

involvesthepre-colonialperiodbeforethecolonialperiodandthe

colonialperiodinNigeria.

PriortotheemergenceoftheNigerianstate,pre-colonialNigerian

comprisesofdifferentindependentchiefdoms,states,kingdomsand

empires.These,amongothers,includetheBornoEmpire,theHausa

statestheSokotoCaliphateintheNorth;theIgbosegementarysocieties

intheEast,Beninkingdom andtheOyoEmpireintheWestandseveral

EthnicidentitiesintheBenueValley.Theseethnicgroupings

significantlydifferintheirhistorical,socialandculturalmake-ups.

Nigeriastretchesroughly700milesfrom southtonorth,coveringan

areabetween3degreeand15degreeElongitudeandbetween4

degreeand14degreeNlatitude.Theartefactsmostlystonecanbe

dividedintoseveralperiod.Theseare:EarlyStoneAge3,000,000-

35,000BC;MiddlestoneAge,35,000-15,000BCand;LateStoneAge,

15,000-500BC.

TheAchievementofearlyman

ThemanwholivedinNigeriaduringthoseyearsworkedhardtocope

withtheenvironment.First,heneededfood.Forhispurposehebegan

tohuntanimalsandtogatherfruits.Buthesoonbegantoinvesttools

consistingofpebblesmadeintochoppingandcuttingArchaeologists

calledthetoolstheOldowan-typetools.Thisisbecausethistypeof

toolswasfirstidentifiedbythearchaeologistsintheOlduvaiGeorge



inTanzania.Earlymanthenproceededtoinvestanothertypeoftool,

whichisaheavychopper.Itwasmoreefficientincuttingthanexisting

tools.ThetypewasfirstseenatSangoBayonthewestshoresofLake

VictoriainUganda,EastAfrica.ThisiswhyitiscalledtheSagoan.

OnehasbeenfoundintheupperSokotoRiverinSokotoState.Indeed

oneofthemostactiveperiodsoftechnologicaleffortsinNigeriawas

duringthisperiod,around500BCto200AD.Thefiguresweremadeof

terracottaandtheyallpossessedadistinctiveartisticstyle.

Ifecivilization

Ifeisimportantbecauseofitsterracottaandbronzeheads,objects

suchasstoolsandfigureswerecarvedonhardstonecalledquartz

decoratedwithIrionnails.AnexampleisOpaOranmiyaninIle-Ife.

IgboUkwuCivilization

SomebronzeObjectandornamentswereaccidentallydiscovered

whilediggingatoiletpitatIgboUkwuin1939.Thiseventuallyledto

theexecutionofthreesitesintheareabyanarchaeologistcalled

ThurstonShaw.ThesitesexcavatedatIgboUkwuhavebeendatedto

themiddleofthe9thcenturyA.D.

Historicalbackgroundofpre-colonialpoliticalsystem inYorubaland

TheYorubapeopletracetheirorigintoOduduwaancestralhomeof

theYorubapeople.TherearedifferentversionsofJohnsontracedthe

originoftheYorubato‘’East.’’

TheOkeOramfe’sversionoftheOriginoftheYoruba

OkeOramfeislocatedinIle-Ife.ItisbelievedtobetheCentrefrom

whichtheworldwascreated.ThealmightyGodthendecidedtosend

someofhismessengerstotheworldandtheyincludedObatalaor

OrisaNlaorOrisaAlase(astheleader)andsixteenOye(Immortals).

TheOyoEmpire

Thefirstorganofgovernmentinoyoemoirewasthekingknownas



AlaafinofOyo.Oyowasoneoftherareempiresthathadinbuilt

checksandbalances,andthiscontributedtoitsstabilityforcenturies.

TheAlaafinwastheheadoftheempire,andwasresidentinthe

capital.Hewasalsoregardedas‘’Lordofmanylands.’’TheOyomesi

alsohadthepowertoremoveanyAlaafinespeciallywhenhe

appeareddictatorialortransgressedthelawsoftheland.Usuallythe

deposedAlaafinwasexpectedtocommitsuicide.

HistoricalBackgroundofPre-colonialPoliticalsystem inIgboLand.

TheIgbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalous

wayoflife.Thisisbecausefrom theancienttimes,theyhadno

centralizedstates.

TheIgboaregroupedintofivesub-cultures;

1.TheIgboofEasternNigeria

2.TheIgboofSouth-EasternNigeria

3.TheIgboofNorth-EasternNigerian

4.ThewesternIgboand

5.TheNorthernIgbo

PoliticalStructureofthepre-colonialIgboland

InIgbotraditionalsocietytherewasnohighlycentralizedauthority

butinsteadtheyhadwhatcouldbecalledadiffusionofauthority

butinsteadtheyhadwhatcouldbecalledadiffusionofauthority

intodifferentgroups.Inotherwordtheypracticeddirectdemocracy

andoradecentralizedsystem ofgovernmentbecausetheywereno

traditionalrulerintheform ofObaasthecaseoftheYoruba,and

sonohereditaryclaimstothetraditionalstoolsastherewasnever

anIgbokingdom orempire.

ThebirthofNigeriaasaGeo-politicalEntity



TheMay1906amalgamationisknownasthefirstever

amalgamationoftheBritishinNigeria.Besides,Tamuno(1980)

observesthattheprimaryaim ofthe1906amalgamationwas

purelyeconomic,thatis,‘’tousethebetterfinancialpositionofthe

protectorateofSouthernNigeriantocoverthecostsof

administrationanddevelopmentinthefinanciallyweakcolonyand

protectorateofLagos,thensaddledwiththewhiteelephantofa

railwayinneedofextensionsince1901.


