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CHAPTER2:TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreationinwhichNigeria
cameintoexistencebythearrivalofcolonialists.Nigeriaisaproductof
ahistoricalarrangementthataroseoutofEuropeanadventurewithits
eventfulculminationinthecolonializationofAfrica.Beforethecreation
ofNigeria,whatwecallNigeriawasnowdividedintoindependentstates,
kingdomsandempires.Theseincludethebornoempire,thehausa
statesandtheSokotocaliphateinthenorth.Alltheethnicgroupings
significantlydifferinthehistorical,socialandculturalmakeups.

Now,duringtheearlyyearsofmaninNigeria,thetimemanstartedin
Nigeriaisunknownbutthethesearearchaeologicalevidences from
differentpartsofNigeriawhichpointstothefactthatmanhadsettledin
theregionthatisNigeria.Stonetoolsthatarchaeologistsfoundfurther
confirmsthatNigeriatookpartinstonecivilization.Thestoneagecan
bedividedintoseveralperiodswhichare;earlystoneage(3,000,000–
35,000BC),middlestoneage(35,000–15,000BC)andlatestoneage
(15,000–500BC).Inthosedays,manhadtoworkveryhardtosurvivein
hisenvironment.Hehadtohuntandkillanimalstoeatthenmanstarted
toinventtoolsconsistingofpebblesmadeintochoppingandcutting
tools.Allthestonetoolsmadebymanwereusedforvariouspurposes
indeed,oneofthemostactiveperiodsoftechnologicaleffortsinNigeria
wasduringthisperiod,around500BCto200AD.Duringthisperiod,there
werepeoplewholivedinNigeriathatmadesculptures.Manywereof
humanheadsandfigures.DuringtheearlyhistoryoftheNigeriansociety,
someplaceswhicharecollectivelycalledthecentreofancient
civilization,theseareareaswhereinformationonthemajorlandmarks
inearlyNigeriawerefound,theydiscoveredaterracotta(burntclay)
headofamonkeybytenminersin1936whichpromotedmore
discoveriesinotherplacessuchaswamba,katsina,alaandjema.The
areasweretheseartifactswerefoundarecalledNokcultureor
civilization,theyareknownfortheirartwork.Thecraftsmentherecarved



withwoodandivoryandcastobjectinbronzeandbrass.Oneofthe
itemstheymadewasusedintheFESTACsymbolin1944anditwasthe
ivorymask.ThenintheIfecivilization,theyareknownfortheirterracotta
andbronzeheads.Thestonesandfigureswerecarvedonhardstone
calledquartz.Someofthebronzeheadsweresaidtobeportraitsof
someoftherulers.ArthistoriansbelievethatIfeartoriginatesfrom the
Nokculturebecauseofthesimilaritiesinthetwo.WhiletheIgbouwku
culture,borebronzeobjectsandornamentswereaccidentally
discoveredin1939andarchaeologistsexcavatedthelandanditwas
calledThurstanShaw.ThesitesexcavatedatIgbouwkuhavebeen
datedtothemiddleofthe9thcenturyAD.

Nowwetalkaboutthepoliticalsystem ofgovernmentofthreemajor
ethnicgroups.IntheYorubaregion,theytracetheirorigintoOduduwa
astheirfounder.Therearemanyversionsofthetraditionsoforigin.To
Johnsoninhisbook,theYorubasoriginallycamefrom thenorth-eastern
regionofAfrica.ThentheyalsobelievedinukejamtewhichislocatedIle
Ifeisthecentreoftheworld.ThepoliticalstructuresoftheYoruba
kingdomsweresimilarinnature.Eachconsistedofacapitaltown,
subordinatetowns,villagesandfarm lands.Eachtownhasakingknown
as‘Oba’andenjoystheprivilegesbuthaslimitationstohispowers.And
thekingalsohaslesserrankofrulerswhooverseethesubordinate
towns.ThegovernmentofoldOyoempireisatypicalexampleofpre-
colonialadministrationinYorubaland.Thefirstorganofgovernmentin
OyoempireisthekingknownasAlaafinofOyo.Firstly,thereisthe
ablationadministration,whichwhereOyoempireisuniqueand
exceptionalinitssystem ofgovernment.Secondly,ogboni’scult
administrationwhichconsistsofthemembersoftheoyomesicult,there
areaconstitutedarm ofgovernmentandthenthereisthearmy.Inthe
army,theyareveryorganised.

InIgboland,therearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalous
wayoflife.Theyaregroupedintofivesubcultureswhichinclude,the
Igboofeasternregion,southregion,northeasternregionofNigeria,the
westernandthenorthernIgbo.TheIgbobelievethattheydescended
from Israel.InIgbotraditionalsociety,therewasnohighlycentralized
authoritybutinsistedthattheyhadwhatcouldbecalledadiffusionof
authorityintodifferentgroups.Thefamilywasthesmallestpoliticalunit
intheIgbotraditionalsociety.Agegradewasorganisedinavillagebasis.

HausalandislocatedinnorthernNigeria,Hausalandbefore1804was



madeoffourteenstates,andtheyhavetwodistinctgroups.Thefirst
groupconsistedofsevenstatescalled‘Hausabakwari’states,thatis,
Hausalegitimacystates.Thequeenhadsixsonsalready,andshe
producedanothersonwithBuyiyideandeachofthesesonsruleoneof
thesevenHausacitystates,becomingthefirstkings.The‘sarki’was
knownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.Sarkenkarsa,which
means‘ruleroftheland’whichcombinebothpoliticaland
religious/spiritualfunctions.Hewasalsothechiefexecutiveandjudge
ofthestate,buthewasaidedbyacouncilofthestate.

ThebirthofNigeriaasageo-politicalentityallstatedbeforetheyear
1900,allthedifferentpartsofNigeriaconqueredbytheBritishstillunder
theiroriginaladministration.TheMay1906amalgamationisknownas
thefirsteveramalgamationoftheBritishinNigeria.Theyamalgamated
Lagoscolonyandprotectorateswiththeprotectoratesofsouthern
Nigeria.Thenthesecondamalgamationwasin1914.InJanuary1914,
theBritishgovernmentamalgamatednorthernandsouthernNigeria,Sir
FrederickLugardClaterbecame(lord)isbestknownasthefatherof
‘January1914’amalgamationBritish,thereforegovernedbymeansof
system popularlyknownas‘indirectrule’.




