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ANOVERVIEW OFTHEIDEAOFPRESSUREGROUP

MEANINGOFPRESSUREGOURP?;AccordingtoAnifowose[1999]

pressuregroupisdescribedasaninterestgroup,lobbygroupsoreven

protestgroups.Pressuregroupcameintoexistencestocomplement,

enhanceoreventoprotesttheinterestoftheirmembersofgroups.

pressuregroupinmyownwordscanbedefineasorganizedgroups,which

influencesgovernmentdictionssociallyoreconomically,without

necessarilyenteringintoelectionactivitiesforthecontrolofgovernment,in

doingthistheyinfluencetheexecutive,legislatureandotherofficialsof

governmenttoachievetheirimmediateaim,however,someofthisgroups

arepartofpoliticalprocess,becausesometimesappearsimilarbutthey

aredifferentfrom eachotherandtheyattempttoreinforceorchangethe

directionofgovernmentpolicy,butdonotwishasitweretobein

government.Pressuregroupsexistenceistocheckmateandmake

democracybettertocompensatefortyrannyofmajorityofpeopleinthe

society,examplesofthispressuregroupincludeASUU[Academicstaff

unionforuniversity],Afenifere,ooduapeoplescongress[representingthe

Yorubatribe],arewaconsultativeforum,arewapeoples

congress[representingtheHausatribe],Nigerianbarassociationof

Nigerian[NBA],ChristianassociationofNigerian[CAN],Nigerialabor

congress[NLC].

TYPESOFPRESSUREGROUPS



1]Interestgroups;thisgroupisalsoseenassectionalgroup,representing

thepeopleinthesocietye.g.thetradeunion,forinstance,

CBI[confederationofBritishindustry

2]causegroups;thesesgroupsarepromotionalgroupswhichseekto

promoteparticularcausese.g.charitiesandenvironmentalgroups;likethe

amnestyinternational,whichcampaignfortheneedtoendhumanright

abuse.

3]Thegroupsandoutsidergroups;theyregularlyconsultedbythe

governmentandhaveregularaccesstoministersorlegislatorse.g.the

Nigerianbarassociation

4]Anomicgroup;theyhaveunpredictableactionandbehaviorastheywork

basedonthemomentandstationinthecountry

5]Associationalgroupsandnonassociationalgroups;thisgroupsthatfall

underthiscategoriesareusuallyregisteredwithappropriateauthorities

FUNCTION/MERITSOFPRESSUREGROUPS

Theyaredifferentfunctionsofpressuregroups;suchastheyhelptolink

governmenttothepeople,thatistheyseversasalinkbetweenthe

governmentofthedayandthepeoplethatgovernsit,theyalsohelpin

promotingparticipationinthegovernment,thatispressuregroupshelpin

thepromotionofpublicparticipationintheactivitiesofthegovernmentof

thebyusingdifferentdemonstrativemeasurestopointviewstothe

government

Alsotheyserveassourcesofinformationtothegovernment;thisisalso

anotherfunctionofpressuregroupthatistheyareasasourceof

informationtothegovernmentagenciestheyhelpingivingthegovernment

valuableinformationontheaspectofissues.Theyalsocurtailingof

dictatorialtendencies,thisexplainsthatcriticism ofgovernmentpolicies

curtailanydictatorialtendencygovernmentmayhave.Italsoholdsand

promoteinterestoftheminorityandinfluencinglegislation,thatisit

promotechampionrightsandtheyareinstrumentalinmountingof

pressureonthegovernment



PRESSUREGROUPLOBBYING;thisgroupadoptvarietyofstrategiesto

achievetheirgoalsandaimswhichincludelobbingelectedofficials,media

advocacyanddirectpoliticalactione.g.civilrightgroups,tradeunionetc.

pressuregrouplobbyinsomanywaystheylobbywithgovernmental

officialdirectlye.g.ministers,legislatorsandothergovernmentalbodies.

Theymayalsosponsorbillsinlegislativehousesandcontactlegislatorsto

ensurethepassageofbills.


