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ANHISTORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHE

NIGERIASTATE

ThehistoricalanalysisoftheevolutionoftheNigeriastatebasedbackto

thehistoricalbackgroundandpoliticswhichinvolvesthepre-colonial

periodbeforethecomingofthecolonialiststoNigeriawhilethecolonial

periodreferstotheerathatcolonialadministrationwasestablishedinthe

countryNigeria.TheNigeriastateisacolonialcreation.Itisthepriortothe

emergenceoftheNigerianstate,includingtheprecolonialNigeriawhich

comprisesofdifferentindependentchiefdoms,sates,kingdoms,empire,

theHausastatesandthesokotocaliphateinthenorth;theIgbo

segementarysocietiesintheeast;Beninkingdom andtheOyoempirein

thewestandseveralwithinidentitiesintheBenuevalley.Thecountryis

alsoborderedtothesouthbythebightsofBeninandBiafra,whichareon

gulfofgenuineintheAtlanticOcean.OnthewestNigeriaisborderedby

Benin,onthenorth,byNigerandontheeastbyCameroon,initsextreme

northeasterncornerofLakeChadseparatesNigeriafrom thecountryof

Chad

EarlymaninNigeriaandtheirachievements;whenmanbegantolivein

Nigerian,itwasunknownbuttherearearchaeologicalevidencesfrom

differentpartsofNigeriawhichpointedtothefactthatmanhadsettledin

theregionnowknowasNigeriansincethePaleolithicperiod500,00-

9000bc.Menduringthosetimeworkedhardtosurviveinhisenvironment

byanimalhuntingandfruitgathering,theyevenbegantomaketoolsthis

wasduringthemedstoneageinstateslikejos,plateau,iwoeleruinondo

state,alsoartifactsfoundinlle-ife,esie,igboukwuandBenin.Thenok



discoveredtheterracottatheheadofamonkeybytinminersinnokin

[1936].AlsoinBenin,thiswasthemostimportantitisbeingcraftedwith

woodendoorsandivorymaskse.g.FESTACin1977,includingthelife

civilizationandtheIgboukwuwhichwasdiscoveredwhilediggingatoilet

pitatIgboukwuin1939.

HISTORICALBACKGROUNDOFPRE-COLONIALSYSTEM INYORUBA,

HAUSAANDIGBO.

YORUBA;theYorubaareoneofthelargestethnicgroupinNigeriaandare

unitedbylanguage,theyarebeentracedfrom theoriginoftheoduduwa

thefounderoftheYorubakingdom.TheancestralhomeoftheYoruba

peopleislle-ife,thereisdifferentversionoftheYorubatradion,inhisbook,

historyoftheYorubapeople,andJohnsontracedbackitsorigintotheeast.

OduduwaisbelievedtobethefirstrulerthatledtheYorubabysendinghis

sonsandgrandsontofindotherYorubakingdoms.TheOyoempireisa

vastempiredividedintoprovincesitisthemostoutstandingofallempires

orkingdomsintheYorubastate,ithadadecentralizedadministration,

mostoftheobaswerenotabsolutemonarchsbutwereconstitutional

monarchstheypracticeasystem ofcheckandbalancetheywerenotfully

centeralized.theYorubaempirewasruledbythealafinwhoisseenasthe

politicalheadoftheempirewhoisassistedbythearemo,basorun,

oyomesiandothers.

IGBO;theIgbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegementaryoracephalous

wayoflife,thisisbecausefrom theancienttime,theyhadnocentralized

states.Consequentlytheyoperatedakindofgovernmentwithoutkingsthe

Igboaregroupedintofivesub-culturessuchas[theIgboofeasternNigeria,

theIgboofsouth-easternNigeria,andtheIgboofnortheasternNigerian,

thewesternIgboandthenorthernIgbo].theyaretwooriginoftheIgbo

people;andoneofthemostpopularversionofthemigtorystoriesofthe

Igbopeopleistheonethatpointstoisreal.theassumptionisbasedonthe

socalledsimilaritiesbetweentheculturesoftheIgboandtheancient

Hebrew.SomeIgboscholarsconsiderthemselvesasthelosttribeof

Hebrewwhomigratedfrom thesouthward.Theotheroriginwasmadeby

professorM.A.Onweuejogwu[2000],knownasthenriversion,theancestor



oftheigbo,eridescendedfrom theskyandsaileddowntheriver

anambra,whenhearrivedataguleri,hemetsomeautochthonousgroupof

peoplewhohadnolivingmemoryoftheirownsettledthem.TheIgbo

politicalsystem maybeseenasafragmentedpoliticalsystem,many

institutionswereinplaceandpoliticalauthoritywassharedamongthem.

Forexampletheofotitleholders[councilofelders],ozotitle,andagegrade.

Wherealsoinvolvedinthepowerssharingexercise.Therewasabsenceof

centralizationofpowerandauthorityinthesystem asitwasmoreofthe

people’sdirectparticipationintheirgovernment[directdemocracy].

Hausa;theHausalandislocatedinnorthernNigeria,Hausaland,before

1804wasmadeupoffourteenstatesandtheyweretwodistinctgroups.

Thefirstgroupconsistofsevenstatecalled“Hausabakwai”statesthatis,

Hausalegitimatestates.Aredaura,zaria,katsina,kano,ranoandgobirwhile

theHausa“banza”statearenupe,gwarri,yauri,bauchi,

zamfara,kebbi,Yoruba.TheFulanitookoverthepoliticalleadershipofthe

habe[Hausa]statesintheearly19thcentury.othmanDanfodioledthe

FulanijihadandtookoverthepoliticalleadershipofHausaandestablished

thesokotocaliphatewithoutstandingcentralizedpoliticalsystem of

government.Thecaliphatewasdividedintoemirateandeachwasheaded

byanemirhehadtheresponsibilityofmakinglawsandenforcingthem

andmaintainingpeaceandotherinhisemirate.Hewasexpectedto

administertheemirate.Hewasexpectedtoadministertheemiratein

accordancewiththeprovisionoftheIslamicandsharialawsinfacthewas

believedtohavethedivinerightstorulehowever,eachemirwasassisted

intheadministrationoftheemiratebyanumberofadvisernamely;the

waziri,thegaladima,themadaki,dogari,maaji,sarkinruwa,sarkinfada,

sarkinpawa,etc.

COLONIALADMINISTRATIONANDINDIRCTRULESYSTEM INNIGERIA

ANDHISTORICALBACKGROUNDANDTHEBIRTHOFNIGERIAASAGEO-

POLITICALENTITY

TheBritishwhohaveoftenbeencreditedwiththecreationofNigeriawere

notthefirstEuropeanstolandinNigerian.theAtlanticslavetradewasthe

tradecarriedonacrosstheAtlanticoceansbetweentheEuropeansand



African,moveroverthetrans-Atlanticslavetradewastheunfortunate

channelthatfirstputtheBritishincontactwithNigeria,itgotitsmaturityin

the16thcentury,theythereforegovernedNigeriabymeansofasystem

popularlyknownasindirectrule,thisisasystem ofBritainrulingher

coloniesthroughlocaltraditionalrulerstheydefinethisframeworkofthe

policiestobeadoptedandlefttheimplementationtothelocalpersonnelor

therulers.


