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ANHISTORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHENIGERIANSTATE

ThehistoricalbackgroundofNigeriangovernmentandpoliticsinvolvesthepre-colonialperiod
andthecolonialperiodinNigeria.Thepre-colonialperiodistheperiodbeforethecomingofthe
colonialiststoNigeriawhilethecolonialperiodreferstotheerathatcolonialadministrationwas
established inthecountryNigeria.TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreation.Priorto the
emergence ofthe Nigerian state,pre-colonialNigeria comprises ofdifferentindependent
chiefdoms,states,kingdomsandempires.These,amongothers,includetheBornoEmpire,the
Hausastates,andtheSokotoCaliphateintheNorth;theIgbosegmentarysocietiesintheEast;
BeninKingdom andtheOyoEmpireintheWestandseveralethnicidentitiesintheBenueValley.
NigeriaisborderedtothesouthbytheBlightsofBeninandBiafra,whichareontheGulfof
GuineaintheAtlanticOcean.Onthewest,NigeriaisborderedbyBenin,onthenorth,byNiger,
andontheeast,byCameroon.Initsextremenortheasterncorner,LakeChadseparatesNigeria
from thecountryofChad.Nigeriastretchesroughly700milesfrom westtoeastand650miles
from southtonorth,coveringanareabetween30and150Elongitudeandbetween40and140N
latitude.

EARLYMANINNIGERIA

TheexacttimewhenmanbegantoliveinNigeriaisunknownbuttherearearchaeological
evidencesfrom differentpartsofNigeriawhichpointedtothefactthatmanhadsettledinthe
regionnowknownasNigeriasincethePaleolithicperiod500,000-9000BC.Theartifacts,mostly
stonetools,foundbyarchaeologistsfurtherconfirmedthatNigeriansalsotookpartinthestone
agecivilization.Thestoneagecam bedividedintoseveralperiods.Theseare:Earlystoneage,
3,000,000-35,000BC,Middlestoneage,35,000-15,000BCandLatestoneage,15,000-500BC

THEACHIEVEMENTSOFEARLYMAN

ThemanwholivedinNigeriaduringthoseyearsworkedhardtocopewithhisenvironment.First,
heneededfood.Forthispurpose,hebegantohunttheanimalsandtogatherfruits.Hesoon
begantoinventtoolsconsistingofpebblesmadeintochoppingandcuttingtolls.Earlymanin
Nigeriaadvancedfrom theearlystoneage.Hebegantomakehandaxes.Thesetoolswerelater
refinedduringthemiddlestoneageandlatestoneage.Duringthisperiod,around500BCto
200AD,therewerepeoplewholivedinNigeriawhomadesculptures.Manywereofhuman
headsandfigures.Thefiguresweremadeofterracottaandtheyallpossessedadistinctive
artisticstyle.

HISTORICALBACKGROUNDOFPRE-COLONIALPOLITICALSYSTEM INYORUBALAND

 TheYorubapeopletracetheirorigintoOduduwa

 Ile-IfeisreferredtoastheancestralhomeoftheYorubapeople.

 Therearedifferentversionsofthetraditionsoforiginbuttwoaremostlyused:



1.Migrationstoryfrom theEast:Here,itisbelievedthattheYorubapeoplemigrated
from theNorth-EasternareaofAfrica(from MeccathroughEgypt)andfinallysettled
inIle-IfeinNigeria.

2.TheOkeOramfe’sversion:Thisversionstatesthattheearthwasinitiallycoveredby
waterandOlodumare(TheAlmightyGod)sentsomeofhismessengerstotheworld
includingObatalawhowastheleader,andsixteenotherimmortals.Theyweregiven
fivepiecesofiron,alumpofearthtiedtoawhitepieceofclothandacockerel.Along
theway,Obatalagotdrunkwithpalm wineandOduduwaseizedthesymbolof
authorityfrom him withwhichheledthepartytotheworld.TheylandedinOke
OramfeinIle-Ifewheretheyplacedthematerialstheyweregivenastheywere
instructedandtheearthwasformedandOduduwabecametheruler.From Ile-Ife,he
extendedhisauthoritiestootherYorubatownsandvillages.

POLTICALSTRUCTUREOFTHEYORUBA

ThepoliticalstructuresoftheYorubakingdomsweresimilarinnature.Eachconsistedofa
capitaltown,subordinatetowns,villages,andfarmlands.Eachtownhasakingknownas“Oba”
whoresidesinthepalacecalled“Aafin.”Hisparaphernaliaofofficeincludedabeadedcrown
(Ade),aslippers(bata),horsetail(irukere)andsceptre(Ase).TheObaisboththespiritualand
politicalheadofthekingdom.TheObaenjoyedmanyprivilegesbutcertainlimitationswere
placedonhispowers.Theselimitationsknownas“eewo”weredesignedtocurbthedespotism
andtyrannyonthepartoftheKing.IfaKingviolatesany“eewo”,itcouldleadtohisdeath.

PRE-COLONIALPOLITICALSYSTEM INIGBOLAND

 TheIgbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalouswayoflifeandthis
isbecausefrom theancienttimes,theyhadnocentralisedstatesandtheyconsequently
operatedakindofgovernmentwithoutkings.

 TheIgboaregroupedintofivesub-cultures:

 TheIgboofEasternNigeria

 TheIgboofSouth-EasternNigeria

 TheIgboofNorth-EasternNigeria

 TheWesternIgboand

 TheNorthernIgbo

 Therearetwopopularversionsofthetraditionoforiginandtheseare:

1.ThemigratorystoriesoforiginoftheIgbo peoplewhichpointsto Israel:This
assumptionisbasedontheso-calledsimilaritiesbetweentheculturesoftheIgbo
andtheancientHebrew.SomeIgboscholarsconsiderthemselvesasoff-shootsof
thelosttribesoftheHebrewswhomigratedsouthward.

2.TheNriversion:Nriversionastheonlyauthenticversionoforigininexistenceinthe
oraltraditionoftheIgbo.AccordingtoNriversion,theancestoroftheIgbo,Eri,
descendedfrom theskyandsaileddowntheRiverAnambra.Whenhearrivedat
Aguleri,hemetsomeautochthonousgroupofpeoplewhohadnolivingmemoryof



theirown and settled with them.As theirpopulation increased,some groups
migratedtootherpartsofIgbolandtoestablishtheirownsettlements.

POLITICALSTRUCTUREOFTHEIGBOPEOPLE

IntheIgbotraditionalsociety,therewasnohighlycentralizedauthoritybutinsteadtheyhad
whatcould becalled adiffusion ofauthorityinto differentgroups.Theypracticed direct
democracybecausetherewerenotraditionalrulersintheform ofObaasintheYorubaland.
Somesocio-politicalinstitutionsexisted in each villageto perform legislative,executive,
administrative,militaryandjudicialfunctionsandtheseinstitutionsincludedthefamily,council
ofelders,agegradesandsecretsocieties.

PRE-COLONIALPOLITICALSYSTEM INHAUSALAND

HausalandislocatedinNorthernNigeria.Hausaland,before1804wasmadeupoffourteen
states,andtheywereoftwodistinctgroups.Thefirstgroupconsistofsevenstatescalled
“HausaBakwai”states,thatis,Hausalegitimatestates.Thesecondgroupconsistofthe
remainingsevenstatesandwereknownas“Hausabanza”states,thatisHausaillegitimates
states.TheHausa“bakwai”statesareDaura,Biram,Zaria,Katsina,Kano,Rano,andGobirwhile
theHausa“Banza”statesareNupe,Gwari,Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,Kebbi.

OraltraditionattributedtheoriginoftheHausastatestoamannamedBayajidda,anArab
princewhotravelledtotheSahelfrom Baghdad.Hekilledamonstroussnakethatoppressed
thepeopleofDaura,andhemarriedthequeen.Thequeenhadsixsonsalready,andshe
producedanothersonwithBayajidda,andeachofthesesonsruledoneofthesevenHausacity-
states,becomingthefirstkings.ThecombinedkingdomsofHausalandweresometimescalled
theDaura,sinceDauraistheplacewhereBayajiddasupposedlyfoundedtheHausapeople.

POLITICALSTRUCTUREOFTHEHAUSAPEOPLE

The“Sarki”wasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.Heworkedwitharetinueof
officialsinawell-organisedcourt.SarkinKasar,whichmeans“ruleroftheland,”wasthefulltitle
giventoanyeffectiveandefficientheadofHausaState.TheSarkinKasarcombinedboth
politicalandreligious/spiritualfunctions.HewasalsothechiefexecutiveandjudgeoftheState,
buthewasaidedbyacouncilofstate.Atthedistrictlevel,thegovernmentwasmodelledafter
thatatthenationallevel.Between14thand15thcenturies,thesocio-politicalorganisationof
HausaStatestookanothershape.Forinstance,Islam wasadoptedandthisgavebirthtomany
new politicalinstitutionssuchastheofficesoftheGaladima,Madawaki,Magaji,Dogari,Yari
SarkiandSarkiYau.

ISLAM AMONGTHEHAUSAPEOPLE

Islam wasintroducedtoHausalandinthefourteenthcentury,andbythefifteenthcenturyitwas
acceptedasthereligionoftherulingclass.TheJihadofUthmanDanFodioof1804further
strengthenedandconsolidatedthereligioninthisarea.TheJihadledtotheconquestofthe
existingoldHausakingdom,theoverthrowofthepoliticalleadershipbytheFulaniEmir.After
theconquest,acentralisedpoliticalsystem ofgovernmentwasintroduced.

COLONIALADMINISTRATIONOFNIGERIA

TheBritishwho haveoftenbeencreditedwiththecreationofNigeriawerenotthefirst
EuropeanstolandinNigeria.ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoarriveNigeriathrough



BiniKingdom.Thus,TheTrans-Atlanticslavetradewastheunfortunatechannelthatfirstput
theBritishincontactwithNigeria.Thetrans-atlanticslavetradewasabolishedinthe19th

century.ThestruggleamongtheEuropeanpowersforcoloniesledtothepartitioningofAfrica
amongthem inthe19thcentury.EachoftheEuropeanpowerswasgiventheopportunityto
establishcolonieswhereithadvestedinterest.ThescrambleforAfrica,bytheseEuropean
powersledtothepartitioningofAfricaaftertheBerlinConferenceof1884–85.

THEBIRTHINGOFNIGERIA

Beforetheyear1900,allthedifferentpartsofNigeriaconqueredbytheBritishwerestillunder
theiroriginaladministration.Butby1900,thewholeNigeriawasundertheresponsibilityofthe
BritishColonialOffice.TheMay1906amalgamationisknownasthefirsteveramalgamationof
theBritishinNigeria.BritishgovernmentamalgamatedLagoscolonyandprotectoratewiththe
protectorateofSouthernNigeriatoform thenewcolonyandprotectorateofSouthernNigeria.
The second amalgamation was thatof1914.In January 1914,the British government
amalgamatedNorthernandSouthernNigeria.


