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ANOVERVIEW OFTHEIDEAOFPRESSUREGROUP

UnderstandingPressureGroup

Tomountpressureistopersuadesomeoneorcoerceapersonintodoingsomething.This

makesapressuregroupaformalororganizedbodywithacommoninterestwhose

fundamentalaim istoputpressureonanygovernmentalinstitutionwiththegoalofinfluencing

governmentpoliciesandlawstoitsownadvantages.Thepressuregroupisreferredtoas“THE

FUNCTIONALREPRESENTATIVE“.Thisistheideathatvariouspressuregroupsrepresent

differentsectorsofthesocietybasedontheirfunctions.Thisisusuallydonethroughtheir

occupationsorprofessions.Forexample,TheNigeriaBarAssociation(NBA)-theyrepresentthe

lawyersandsolicitors,whileNigeriaMedicalAssociation(NMA)-theyrepresentdoctorsinterest.

ThereisalsotheAcademicStaffUnionofUniversities(ASUU)whichchampionstheinterestof

academicsandconditionoflearninginNigeria’suniversities.

AccordingtoAnifwose(1999)pressuregroupisdescribedasinterestgroups,lobbygroupsor

evenprotestgroups.Whatpressuregroupsseekistoachieveistoensurethatgovernment

doestheirbiddings.Andwithsomepressurethroughtherightchannelsandmeans,pressure

groupsareabletomakegovernmentlistentothem.Inadditiontothat,thesegroupsinfluence

bothpublicpolicy,administrationandevengoalongwaytodeterminepoliticalstructuresof

thesocietyandformsofgovernment.Innature,thesegroupscouldbereligious,business-like,

educational,ethnic-oriented,gender-sensitive,economicorsocial,amongstothers.

Pressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiesactivitiesmaysometimesappearsimilarbuttheyare

differentfrom eachother.Thefirstdistinctionisthatpoliticalpartiesseektogaingovernment

powerswhileontheotherhandpressuregroupsdonotseektogainpower.Rather,theiraim is

toinfluencepoliticaldiscussions.Second,politicalpartieshaveawiderangeofpolicies,

whereaspressuregroupsnarrowtheirgoals.Alsopressuregroupsarenotactuallyaccountable

foranyoftheiractionswhilepoliticalpartiesdoaccountsfortheiractions.Howeverthese

differencesdonotpointtothefactthatpressuregroupsandpoliticalpartieshavenothingin

common.Theydo,infact,pressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiesrelatestogethertoachieve

certainsocialchanges

Typesofpressuregroups

 Interestgroups:thisgroupsisalsoseenassectionalgroups,representingthepeoplein

thesociety.Forexample,thetradeunits,forinstance,CBI(ConfederationofBritish

Industry)knownasthevoiceofbusinessinthecountryandinNigeria,Conventionon

BusinessIntegration(CBI)



 Causegroups:thesegroupsarepromotiongroups,whichseekstopromoteparticular

cause.Forexample,charitiesandenvironmentalgroups.

 InsidergroupsandOutsidergroups:insidergroupsareregularlyconsultedbythe

government.Theyhaveregularaccesstoministersorlegislators.TheNigeriaBar

Association(NBA)isanexampleofsuchgroups.However,aninsidergroupmaybehigh

orlowinprofile,neverthelesstheyintendtohaveinfluenceongovernment’smissionand

visions.Ontheotherhand,outsidegroupshavenoaccessorlinkstothegovernment

anditsmachineries

 Anomicgroups:groupsherehaveunpredictableactionsandbehaviorastheywork

basedonthemomentandsituationinthesociety

 AssociationalgroupsandNon-associationalsogroups:associationalgroupsare

usuallyregisteredwithappropriateauthoritiesinastateorcountry.Alsothesegroups

havetheirownregisteredoffices,constitutionsandsoon.Ontheotherhand,non-

associationalgroupsarepressuregroupswithoutformalorganization

Functionsofpressuregroups

1.Itlinksgovernmenttothepeople

2.Itpromotesparticipationingovernment

3.Itisservingassourcesofinformationtogovernment

4.Itiscurtailingofdictatorialtendencies

5.Itleadstopromotionoftheinterestoftheminority

6.Itdealswithinfluencinglegislation

7.Itbringsaboutpressuregroupslobbing


