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                      CHAPTER 2: An Historical Analysis of the Evolution of the Nigerian State

     The historical background of Nigeria involves the pre-colonial and the colonial period. The Nigerian State is a product of colonial creation. The pre-colonial Nigeria consisted chiefdoms, empires, kingdoms, and states. The country was bordered to the south by the Bights of Benin and Biafra which are on the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. It is bordered on the west by Benin, on the north, it is bordered by Niger, on the extreme northeastern corner, Lake Chad separates Nigeria from the country of Chad and on the east, by Cameroon. Nigeria stretches to about 700 miles from west to east and about 650 miles from south to north. It covers an area between 3° and 15° longitude and between 4° and 14° latitude.

The early man settled in the Nigeria region during the Palaeolithic period of 500000-9000BC. It was confirmed by archaeologist that Nigeria took part in the stone age civilization which can be divided into 3: early stone age (3000000-35000BC), middle stone age(35000-15000BC) and late stone age(15000-500BC). The early man invented different tools like the Oldwan type tool and the heavy chopper. During the period of 500BC-200AD in Nigeria, the moulding of sculptures came into light. 

There are major landmarks in the history of early Nigeria like Nok, Ife, Benin and Igbo-Ukwu where the early man lived in the remote past. These landmarks are called the centers of civilization. The discovery of terracotta was made in Nok where the head of a monkey was found by Tin miner in 1936. The Nok culture existed between the 5th and 2nd century B.C. Benin was known for its crafts work done in ivory, bronze and brass. Also, Ife was recognized for it's terracotta and bronze heads. Lastly, Igbo-Ukwu were known for bronze objects, ornaments, etc.

    There were various political institutions in the pre-colonial Nigeria and it was sectioned according to the three major ethnic groups.

The Yorubas are one of the largest ethnic groups in Nigeria and its origin is traced back to Oduduwa. Ile ife is known as the ancestral home of the Yoruba people. According to a legend, the world was covered by water until some messengers were sent to world by Orisa (God). The Yoruba kingdoms were divided into a capital town, subordinate town, villages and farmlands. The capital town was headed by the "Oba" who stays in the palace called "Aafin". His staff of office include a beaded crown(Ade), slippers(Bata), horsetail (irukere) and a Sceptre(see). The Oba is the spiritual and political head of the kingdom but he had limitations known as "eewo" which if he defiled would result to death. The Oba had lesser rank rulers known as Baale (the third rank rulers) and the Oloja (the fourth rank rulers), the rank of rulers headed the subordinate towns and wore a white beaded crown. Administration was hierarchical. The Oyo Empire was a pre-colonial adminstration in Yoruba land and was headed by the Alaafin of Oyo. The Alaafin of Oyo was the fountain of authority and also the companion of the gods. The powers of the Alaafin was regulated by the Oyomesi. The members of the Oyomesi constituted another arm of government and formed a powerful cult which was kind of a counter power to the Oyomesi as well. The army was another arm of government which ensured the stability of the empire.

The Igbos practised an acephalous system of government because they had no centralised states and no kings like the Yorubas. They were grouped into 5 sub-cultures: the east, north east, south east, west and northern Igbo. One of the stories of the origin of the Igbo people traces back to Israel. According to Professor Onwuejeogwu, the Nri version is the only authentic version in the existence of Igbo. According to the Nri version, the ancestor of Igbo, Eri, descended from the sky and sailed down the Anambra River. He finally arrived at the Aguleri and met some people who had no idea of their identity and settled with them. The Igbos practised direct and decentralized system of government. In the absence of traditional heads, special institutions were established like family, council of elder, age grades and secret societies. The family was the smallest political unit headed by an "Ofo" title holder. Among the Ofo tilte holders, the Okpara who held the Ozo title was the most senior among all. The age grades was organised on village basis among people belonging to the same age grade. This practice was more evident among the northern and southern Igbo people. It was a society of companionship and protection. The Oha-na-eze was a form of general assembly where adult male members meet to perform legislative functions. It was often held in the market square. Lastly, the secret societies constituted the diviners' masquerades, "Ubinuknabi" at Arochukwu, "Amadisha" of Ozuzzu, etc. They served as intermediaries between the living and the ancestors. It was often headed by the Chief Priest (ie, mouth piece of the gods).

Hausa land is located in the Northern Nigeria. Before 1804, Hausa land was made up of 14 states, 7 of which were known as Hausa Bakwai (legitimate states) and the other 7 known as Hausa Banza (illegitimate states). The Hausa Bakwai states are as follows: Kano, Daura, Rank, Biram, Zaria, Kastina and Gobir while the Hausa Banza states were: Kebbi, Bauchi, Nupe, Gwari, Zamfara, Yauri and Yoruba. It origin is traced to Bayajidda, an Arab prince  who travelled to Sahel from Baghdad. He killed a monstrous snake that oppressed that people of Daura and married their queen. The son's she bore became the first rulers of the 7 Hausa city States. The"sarki" is the official head of any typical Hausa states. The Sarki performed religious, spiritual and political functions. Islam was introduced to Hausa land in the 14th century and was accepted as the religion of the ruling class in the 15th century. The Jihad also known as holy war introduced by Uthman Dan Fodio in 1804 also strengthened the religion in this area. The whole Hausa kingdom was divided into two confederations. The Emir was an absolute monarch in his Emirates. There were important title holders in the Emir's cabinet such as: waziri, yari, galadima, magaji, sarkin dada and so on. Furthermore, the Emirates was divided into district and was headed by an official "Hakimi". The judicial administration was based on the Sharia law. It was led by a trained Sharia court and judge called Alkali while the justice of the court was called the Grand Khadi.

    The Portuguese were the first Europeans to arrive Nigeria through Bini kingdom in the second half of the fifteenth century. The Atlantic slave trade was the official trade carried on across the Atlantic ocean between the Europeans and the Africans. However, the trans-atlantic slave trade brought Nigeria in contact with the British. In the early 19th century, the British aborted the trans-atlantic slave trade and the period of legitimate commerce came in. The Europeans used this as an advantage to subordinate Nigerians the more. Lagos was taken as a colony in 1861. Due to the struggle for powers of colonies, Africa was partitioned after the Berlin conference in 1884-85. The British however, colonised Nigeria, Ghana, Serria-Leone and the Gambia in West Africa.

Before 1900, all parts of Nigeria were conquered by the British. The  first amalgamation took place in May 1906 by the British where the Lagos colony and the southern protectorates was brought together to form a new protectorates of southern Nigeria. The aim for this amalgamation was purely economic. The second amalgamation took place in January 1914 by Sir Frederick Lugard ( but later became Lord) who is known as the father of the January 1914 amalgamation. This amalgamation joined the northern and southern protectorates together for the same economic reason as the first. Therefore, the British governed Nigeria by means of an indirect rule (ie, a system where Britain ruled her colonies through local traditional rulers).
