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Politicalpartiesareanessentialfeatureofpoliticsinthemodernageofmassparticipation,they

helptokeepgovernmentaccountabletopublicopinion,politicalpartiesareanimportantlink

betweengovernmentandthepeople.Politicalpartiesfirstdevelopedinthenineteenth

century,politiciansdevelopedtheideaofpoliticalpartytohelpthemselvesandlike-minded

friendsgetelected,thefirstpartiesdevelopedinthefirstmodernelectoraldemocracywhich

tookplaceintheUnitedStatesofAmerica.Apoliticalpartyisagroupofofficialswhoarelinked

withasizablegroupofcitizensintoanorganizationtoensurethatitsofficialsattainormaintain

power.Somecharacteristicsofpoliticalpartiesincludecapturinggovernmentalpowerthrough

constitutionalmeanswhichmustbepeacefulandlawful,politicalpartiesmusttakeinto

considerationtheinterestofthenation,apoliticalpartyshouldbeanorganizedbody,political

partieshavepartymanifestoeswhichguidetheirconductduringandafterwinningelections.

Thevarioustypesofpoliticalpartiesare;Elitist/Cadreparties,Massparties,Ideological

party,Brokerparty,Charismaticparty.

Politicalpartiesperform thefunctionsofpoliticalrecruitment,politicaleducation,political

representation,Interestaggregation,politicalstability,conflictmanagementandpolitical

integration,organisationofgovernment,goalformationandsoon.Thefulcrum forthe

emergenceofparties'formationinNigeriawasconstitutionaldevelopment,theNigerian

NationalDevelopmentParty(NNDP)wasregardedasthefirstpoliticalpartythatwasformedin

Nigeria,itwasledbyHerbertMacaulay.Twomajorpoliticalpartiesemergedbetween1950and

1951,theseweretheActionGroup(AG)whichemergedfrom theEgbeOmoOduduwaandthe

Northernpeople'scongress(NPC)whichemergedfrom theJam'iyyaMutaneinArewa.The

Nigerianmulti-partysystem ofthefirstrepublicgaverisetotheemergenceofmanypolitical

partiesapartfrom thethreemajorpoliticalparties.Somepoliticalpartiesbeforeindependence

facedsomechallengeswhichare;1.Theywerewithoutnationaloutlook,theyhadregional

supportandethnicloyalty2.Thepoliticalpartiesplacedmuchemphasisonpersonaliesrather

thanissues.ThebanonpoliticswasliftedinSeptember1978,afterthatabout53political

associationssoughttocontestthe1979generalelections.Fiveoftheseassociationswere

registeredbytheFederalElectoralCommission,theseweretheNationalPartyof

Nigeria(NPN),NigerianPeople'sParty(NPP),TheGreatNigeriaPeople'sParty(GNPP),thePeople's

RedemptionParty(PRP)andtheUnityPartyofNigeria(UPN).

In1989,forthefirsttimeNigeriahadaconstitutionaltwopartysystem.The

constitutions,policies,objectivesandprogrammesweresetupbythemilitarygovernment.The

twopartiesweretheSocialDemocraticParty(SDP)andtheNationalRepublicanConvention

(NRC).ThreepoliticalpartieswereregisteredinpreparationtowardstheFourthRepublicin1998



bytheIndependentNationalElectoralCommission(INEC),thenamesoftheregisteredparties

aretheAllianceforDemocracy(AD),Allpeoplesparty(APP)whichin2002changeditsnameto

AllNigeria'sPeople'sParty(ANPP)andthePeople'sDemocraticParty(PDP).Theseparties

contestedthe1998and1999generalelections.AllianceforDemocracygainedpowerinsix

statesofthesouth-westofthefederationbetween1999and2003bywinningthegovernorship

elections.Allpeoplespartywonninegubernatorialelectionsinthenorth-westandmiddlebelt

zonesinthe1999elections.ThePeople'sDemocraticPartyhasasitsmajoraim maintaining

andpreservingtheintegrity,unityandsovereigntyofNigeriaasoneindivisiblepoliticalentity.

PDPwonthepresidentialelectionsin1999andmaintaineditsstrongholdonthepresidencyfor

sixteenyears.

SincetheinceptionoftheFourthRepublic,variouspoliticalpartieshavebeenregisteredby

INEC,forexample;AllianceNationalParty(ANP),ChangeAdvocacyParty(CAP),BetterNigeria

ProgressiveParty(BNPP),CongressofPatriots(COP),DemocraticPeople'sParty(DPP),Green

PartyofNigeria(GPN),HopeDemocraticParty(HDP),People'sCoalitionParty(PCP),Labour

Party(LP)andsoon.Nigeria'sPoliticalpartiesfacesomechallenges;anextremelyhighlevelof

corruptionwhichhasmadepoliticsacompetitivebusiness,mostpartyleadersseetheirpolitical

partyactivityasameanstofurthertheirbusinessinterests.Thistrendneedstobearrestedand

politicalpartiesshouldbedirectedtofosteringcohesionamongNigeriansandenhancingthe

developmentofNigeria.


