
NAME :OINUGRACEENE
MATRICNUMBER:19/LAW0/183
DEPARTMENT :LAW
COURSE :GOVERNMENTANDPOLITICALINSTITUTEOFNIGERIA(GST203)

(1).POLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA
INTRODUCTION

Politicalpartiesareanessentialfeatureofpoliticsinthemodernage.This
topicaimsatdiscussingtheevolutionofpoliticalpartiesinNigeria.

CONCEPTUALCLARIFICATIONOFTHEIDEAOFPOLITICALPARTY
Therearesomanydefinitionsofpoliticalpartiesasthepoliticalthinkers.

AccordingtoR.G.Gettel,“politicalpartyisagroupofcitizensmoreorlessorganized,
whoactasapoliticalunitandwhobytheusepoliticalpoweraim atcontrollingthe
governmentandcarryingoutitsgeneralpolicies.”Apoliticalpartyperformssomany
tasksinthepoliticalprocessthatitisdifficulttoestablishasingledefinition.

AccordingtoShively(2008),“apoliticalpartyisagroupofofficialsorwould-be
officialswhoarelinkedwithasizeablegroupofcitizensintoanorganization;achief
objectofthisorganizationistoensurethatitsofficialsattainpowerormaintain
power.”From theaboveopinionsweinferthatapoliticalpartyisagroupofcitizens
moreorlessorganized,havingsomeagreementinbroadprinciplesofnationalpolicy
withanefforttocapturepoliticalpowerbysomeconstitutionalmeans.

CHARACTERISTICSOFPOLITICALPARTIES
1.Politicalpartiescapturegovernmentalpowersthroughconstitutionalmeans.
2.Politicalpartiesalwayshaveabroadprincipleofpublicpolicyadoptedbyits
organization,whichisreferredtoaspoliticalideology.
3.Everypoliticalpartymustbenational-minded,i.e.,inaimsandfunctions,itmust
takeintoconsiderationtheinterestofthenation.
4.Politicalpartyshouldbeanorganizedbody,becauseitcanonlyderivestrength
from aneffectiveorganizationalstructure.
5.Politicalpartieshavepartymanifestoeswhichguidetheirconductduringandafter
winningelections.
6.Politicalpartiesareguidedbypartyconstitutionwhichdirectstheconductofparty
officialsandmemberswithinandoutsidegovernment.

TYPESOFPOLITICALPARTIES
ELITIST/CADREPARTIES:Thisisapoliticalpartythatdrawsitsmembershipfrom
thehighestechelonofsocialhierarchyinacountry.
MASSPARTIES:Thisisapoliticalpartythatdrawsmembershipfrom allsectionof
thesocietyandhaswidemembership.
IDEOLOGICALPARTY:Thisisapoliticalpartyformedwithpoliticalideologyor
benefitswhichform thebasesoftheparty.
BROKERPARTY:Thisisapoliticalpartyformedwithmembersdrawnfrom upper
andlowerclassesofthesociety.
CHARISMATICORPERSONALITYPARTY:Thisisapoliticalpartyformedorledby
individualswithcharisma.Itrevolvesaroundthepersonalqualitiesoftheleader.

FUNCTIONSOFPOLITICALPARTY



Thefunctionsofpoliticalpartiesare:(i).Politicalmobilizationandrecruitment;
(ii).Politicaleducation;(iii).Politicalrepresentation;(iv).Interestaggregation;(v).
politicalstability;(vi). Conflict managements and politicalintegration;(vii).
Organizationofgovernment;(viii).Provisionofalternativegovernmentandpolices;
(xi).Electoralcompetitionandgovernance;(x).Goalformation.

POLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA
PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofthenationalist

consciousnessandsentiments,andnationalistmovementsagainstcolonialmisrule.
Thusforthispurpose,TheNationalCongressofBritishWestAfricaTerritories
(1920),theWestAfricanStudentUnion(1925)andtheLagosYouthMovement
(1934).
EARLY POLITICAL PARTIES (1920-1950): Here we have Nigerian National
DevelopmentParty(NNDP)(1923),NigerianYouthMovement(NYM)(1934).The
NationalCouncilofNigerian and Cameroon (1944)was renamed to National
ConventionofNigerianCitizensin1960.
POLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA(1950-1966):Twomajorpoliticalpartiesemerged
between1950and1951whichwere,theActionGroup(AG)andTheNorthern
People’s Congress (NPC)respectively.Otherparties in this category include
NorthernElementProgressiveUnion(NEPU),UnitedMiddleBeltCongress(UMBC)
andUnitedNationalIndependentParty(UNIP).

PROBLEMSTHATCONFRONTEDPRE-INDEPENDENTPOLITICALPARTIES
1.Thepoliticalpartieswerewithoutnationaloutlook.Theyhadregionalsupportand
ethnicloyalty;
2.Theyplacedmuchemphasisonpersonalitiesratherthanissues.
3.Intra-partyandinter-partyconflictsinmostcasespolarizedthepoliticalparties
andtherebysplittingthem intofactions;
4.Politicalpartydefectionweakenedorledtothecollapseofpoliticalpartiesduring
thisera.

POLITICALPARTIESINTHESECONDREPUBLICINNIGERIA(1979):NationalParty
ofNigeria(NPN),NigerianPeople’sParty(NPP),andsoon
POLITICALPARTIESIN THETHIRDREPUBLICNIGERIA(1989):SocialDemocratic
Party(SDP)andNationalRepublicanConvention(NRC)
POLITICALPARTIESINTHEFOURTHREPUBLIC:People’sDemocraticParty(PDP),
AllNigeriaPeople’sParty(ANPP),LabourParty(LP),etc.

CONCLUSION
Nigerianpoliticalpartiesfacesomechallenges.First,thereishighcorruption.

Second,the regulatoryframework forthe establishmentofparties should be
changedsothatnewpartiesdonothavetoforgecoalitionofthewealthyasabasis
fortheirregistration.Moreover,theaim orpoliticalprojectsofmostNigerianparties
istohaveashareinthe“nationalcake”asasystem ofpatronage.Alsosome
politicalleadersseepoliticalpartiesasameanstofurthertheirbusinessinterest.
Thereisneed forpoliticalpartiesto bedirected to fostering cohesion among
NigerianspromotingthedevelopmentofNigeria




