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(2).CITIZENROLESINADEMOCRACY
INTRODUCTION

Sovereigntyresidesinandflowsfrom thepeopleinademocracy.Theyhave
thecollectiverighttochoosetheirgovernmental,politicalandelectoralsystem as
partofself-determination.Fordemocracytodeliver,citizensmustbecomeinformed
aboutissuesthatcanimprovetheirlivesandseethatgovernmentrespondtotheir
views.Forfullcitizenshiptobeachievedweshouldremovethebarriersofgender,
race,ethnicity,religion,ageoranotherstatus.Itistheactiveparticipationofthe
peopleingovernmentthatbringsaboutdevelopment.

CONCEPTUALCLARIFICATION
CITIZEN/CITIZENSHIP:Citizen hasan inherentpoliticalmeaning thatimpliesa
certaintypeofrelationshipbetweenthepeopleandthegovernment.Citizenshave
rightsandduties,includingtherighttoparticipateindecisionthataffectspublic
welfare.InancientRome,itwasaprivilegetobecalledacitizenbecausenotevery
inhabitantsoftheRomanEmpirewerecitizense.g.,slavesandserfsandsome
aliensweredeprivedcitizenship

Citizenshipofastatemaybeacquiredeitherbybirthornaturalization.
Citizenshipcanbedividedintocivilcitizenship,politicalcitizenshipandsocial

citizenship.Civilcitizenshipreferstotherightsnecessarytoprotectindividualliberty.
Politicalcitizenshipisassociatedwithparticipationinthedemocraticexerciseof
politicalpowereitherasamemberofpoliticalcommunityoranindividualelectedby
themembersofsuchacommunity.Socialcitizenshipembodiestheclaim that
citizensoughttohaveaccesstothoseresourcesthatallowthem toliveacivilized
existenceinaccordancewiththestandardsprevailinginsociety.

Citizenshipdoesnothavejustonedefinition;itmeansdifferentthingsto
differentpeople.Citizenshipisaboutbeingwillingtocontributetosocialactionas
wellaspoliticaldebate,tobewillingtogetinvolved.Gloverarguesthatthereare
threedimensionsofactivecitizenship:ethicalcitizenship,integrativecitizenshipand
educative citizenship.Ethicalcitizenship understands active participation in a
collectivestrivetowardsthepublicgoodasanessentialfeatureofcitizenship.
Integrativecitizenshipinvolvesthebeliefthateveryindividualplaysanassortmentof
roles,andthatthisform ofcitizenshipenablestheindividualtointegratetheir
variousroles,andtoimmersethemselvesintothecommunity,hencecausingthem
tohaveagreaterappreciationofthecollective.Educativecitizenshipreferstothe
processthatdevelopsamoral,practical,andintellectualsenseofselfinindividuals
whentheypracticetheircitizenship.Activecitizenshipdevelopsimportantcapacities
byexposingcitizenstotheconnectionbetweentheirprivateinterestsandthepublic
interest.

Kenny a community developmentpractitionerargues thatcontemporary
constructionofcitizenshipcanbeunderstoodbydifferentiatingpassivefrom active
citizenship.Theformerreferstotherightsanddutiesgiventothecitizenfrom the
stateandisbasedonnotionsofsocialjustice.However,toensurefullcitizenship,
peoplemustbeempoweredtoparticipateinthecontinualprocessofshapingtheir
socirties,communitiesandidentities.



CITIZENS’RIGHTS
Inordertoletthecitizenhaveashareintherunningofhis/hergovernment,a

groupofrightsisveryessential,Arightmaybedefinedasaprivilegeorprerogative
conferredbylawuponapersonoragroup.Whenaprivilegeiswithintheframework
oftheconstitutionitbecomesacivilrightandifthesecivilrightsofacitizenis
invadeduponanyanothercitizenorthegovernment,heisentitledtoseekredressin
thecourtoflaw.Importantcivilrightsinclude:therighttolife,righttowork,rightto
freedom ofspeech,righttoeducation,righttoreligion,etc.

DEMOCRACY
Etymologically,democracyisderivedfrom theGreekworddemosmeaning

people and kratos meaning rule,which is “rule by the people.”Democracies
originatedinancientGreecewhereinthecitystates,citizenswerefreetomeet
frequentlyinassemblieswhichhadthepowertomakelawsandcitizenswerefreeto
discussstateaffairs,takedecisionsandexercisetheirpoliticalrights.Howeverit
excludedlabourers,slavesandaliensfrom exercisingpoliticalrights.TheAmericans
having revolted againstEngland successfully developed democratic ideas and
institutionsasawayoflifewhichspreadtoothercountriesoftheworldinthe
nineteenth and twentieth century.Today democracy orrepresentative/indirect
governmentisassociatedwiththefreediscussionofpoliticalviews,therightto
differconcerningthem andthesettlementofdifferencesbycountingofvotes.
Moreover,itisawayofdeterminingwhoshallgovernandtowhatendstheyshall
rule.

Abraham Lincolnperceiveddemocracyasthegovernmentofthepeople,bythe
peopleandforthepeople.AccordingMaxey,thestatesandcountrieswherethe
arrangemenrom thevariousdefinitionsofdemocracyarethefollowingfeatures:(i).
thefundamentalrightsofthecitizenareguaranteed(ii).Independenceandimpartial
judiciary(iii).Existenceofruleoflaw(iv).Freedom ofpress(v).Periodicelectionthat
isfreeandfair.

DUTIESANDRESPONSIBILITIESOFCITIZENSINADEMOCRACY
a.Acitizeninademocracyshouldhavetheresponsibilitytovote
b.Acitizenshouldbewillingtopaytaxes,sincewithouttaxestofundademocratic
government,therewouldbenodemocracy
c.Agooddemocraticcitizenmusthaveadutytoobeythelaw.
d.A good citizenmustrefrainfrom uttering destructivecriticism butmustbe
preparedtoofferconstructivealternativestogovernmentpolicies.
e.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom interferencewiththerightsofothermembersof
thecommunity.
f.Hemustsupportpubliceducationineverywaypossible,throughthepaymentof
taxesthroughlocalvolunteerefforts,throughaccordingthissystem therespectto
whichitshouldbeentitled

CONCLUSION
Citizensplayanimportantroleindemocracyasthereprobablywouldnotbe

democracywithouttheco-operationandcommitmentofcitizens.Citizensmustbe
awareoftheirrightsanddutiestoavoidagovernmentoftyranny.Alsocitizensmust
avoidbeingtoocriticalofgovernmenttoavoidlosingsightofthepursuitofpublic
interest.




