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ANSWER

The idea of political parties was first developed in the nineteenth century in response to the appearance of elections involving large numbers of voters. According to R.G. Gettel, "political party is a group of citizens more or less organized, who act as a political unit and who by the use of political power aim at controlling the government and carrying out its general policies". Also it can be said that a political party is a group of officials or would-be officials who are linked with a sizeable group of citizens into an organization having a chief object that it's officials attain power or maintain power.

The major characteristic feature of a political party is that they tend to capture government power through Constitutional means, and there must be peaceful and lawful. Also, political parties have parties manifestoes which guide their conduct during and after winning the elections. These parties are guided by party constitution which direct the conduct of party officials and members within and outside government.

There are various types of political parties. Amongst them are Ideological party, Mass parties, Broker parties, Personality/Charismatic party etc. The ideological party is one which is formed with political ideology or benefits. Mass parties draws their members from all sections of the society and they have wide membership. The Broker party is formed by drawing its members from upper and lower classes of the society. While Charismatic parties are formed or led by individuals with charisma.

One of the many functions of political party is that they encourage political education, ensure political stability and conflict management, they represent politics and help organize the government. The fulcrum for emergence of political parties in Nigeria was Constitutional development. The Nigerian National Development Party(NNDP) was regarded as the first political party that was formed in Nigeria which was led by Hebert Macaulay in the year 1923. The party was exclusively based in Lagos and had no national coloration, the party was aided by a newspaper called Lagos Daily News launched in 1925. Other political parties formed were Nigerian Youth Movement (NYM) in 1934, National Council of Nigerian and Cameroon (NCMC) in 1944 later renamed the National Convention of Nigerian Citizen in 1969. The NCNC was the first political party organized to seek independence for Nigeria. The party was the major Nigerian party until 1950. 

Two major political parties emerged between 1959 and 1952, These were the Action Group(AG) and the Northern People's Congress(NPC). These parties emerged as a result of cultural associations. AG was led by Obafemi Awolowo, with its main aim as to provide leadership go and sort out political power in the western region. The NPC emerged from the Jam'iyya Mutanein Arewa. It was formed in 1949 with its main purpose as combating ignorance, idleness and injustice in the northern region and control of government in the North. 

There were problems that confronted the pre-independence political parties, one if which is that the political parties placed more emphasis on personalities rather than issues. Also, the political parties were without national outlook. The ban on political parties was lifted in September 1978. Following that, about 53 political associations sought to contest the 1979 general election. Only five of these parties were registered by the Federal Electoral Commission to contest.  The National Party of Nigeria (NPN) was launched in that September and the party won the presidential election and ruled the country for four years and three months. 

In the third republic, General Ibrahim Babangida registered two parties, causing it to be the first time Nigeria had a constitutional two party system. The parties were Social Democratic Party (SDP) and the National Republican Convention (NRC). Three political parties were registered in preparation towards the Fourth Republic in 1998 by the Independent Electoral Commission (INEC). The parties were Alliance for Democracy (AD), All People's Party(APP), and the People's Democratic Party (PDP). PDP won the presidential election in 1999 and maintained its strong hold on presidency for 16years. 

As things stand now, Nigeria's political parties face some challenges. First, it is the and extreme high level of corruption which has made politics a competitive business, most party leaders see their political party as profit maximization agenda. There is need to arrest this trend and make political parties to be directed to the forstering of cohesion among Nigerians and engendering the development of Nigeria.
