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Thepeopleinademocracyhaveacollectiverighttochoosetheirgovernmental,politicaland

electoralsystems.Theauthorityofgovernmentisderivedfrom thewillofthepeopleintheir

choiceofthesesystems.Thereisnodemocracywithouttheengagementofthe

citizens,engagingisbotharightandresponsibilityofcitizensinestablishing,developingand

sustainingdemocracy.Fordemocracytodeliver,citizensneedtobeinformedaboutissuesthat

canimprovetheirlivesandforcitizenstobeinformed,theyneedaccurateinformation,

particularlygovernment-heldinformation.Accesstoinformationisessentialtoaninformed

citizenry,transparencyisaneccesityfordemocracy.Citizensmustunderstandideasabout

citizenship,politicsandgovernment.Activeparticipationofthepeopleingovernanceiswhat

bringsaboutdevelopment.

Tobeacitizenmeanstoenjoycertainlibertiesandrights,citizenshipofastatemayeitherbe

acquiredbybirthornaturalisation.Citizenshipcanbedividedintocivilcitizenship,political

citizenshipandsocialcitizenship.Civilcitizenshipincludesfreedom ofspeech,justiceandsoon.

Politicalcitizenshipisassociatedwithparticipationinthedemocraticexerciseofpoliticalpower.

Socialcitizenshipconsistsoftheclaim thatcitizensoughttohaveaccesstothoseresources

thatallowthem toliveacivilizedexistenceinaccordancewithsocietystandards.

Citizenshipdoesnothaveonedefinition,itmeansdifferentthingstodifferentpeople.To

Brannanet.al.,Citizenshipisaboutbeingwillingtocontributeandgetinvolvedinissues

affectingthesociety,beingactiveisanessentialpartofbeingacitizen.ToGlover,therearethree

dimensionsofactivecitizenship;ethicalcitizenship,integrativecitizenshipandeducative

citizenship.ToKenny,fullcitizenshipisensuredbyempoweringpeopletoparticipateinthe

continualprocessofshapingtheirsociety,theircommunitiesandtheiridentities.

Inordertoletthecitizenhaveashareintherunningofhis/hergovernment,agroupofrightsis

veryessential.Rightsentailsomedutiesandresponsibilitiesonthepartofeverycitizen,aright

isaprivilegeconferredbylawonapersonoragroupofpeople.Acivilrightisaprivilege

expressedwithintheframeworkoftheconstitutionofthestate,importantcivilrightsaccorded

toNigeriancitizensintheconstitutioninclude:therighttolife,therighttowork,therightto

freedom ofreligion,righttoeducationandsoon.Theconceptofdemocracyfirstoriginated

from AncientGreece,theworddemocracyisderivedfrom theGreekworddemosmeaning

peopleandkratosmeaningrule,thatis,rulebythepeople.Today,democracyisassociatedwith

thefreediscussionofpoliticalviews,therighttodifferconcerningthem andthesettlementof

differencesbycountingofvotes,itisalsoawayofdeterminingwhoshallgovernandtowhat

endstheyshallrule.



AccordingtoAbraham Lincoln,democracyisthegovernmentofthepeople,bythepeopleand

forthepeople.From thevariousdefinitionsofdemocracy,thefollowingfeaturesofdemocracy

canbededuced;(1)thefundamentalhumanrightsofthecitizensisguaranteed(2)Independent

andImpartialJudiciary(3)existenceoftheruleoflaw(4)freedom ofpress(5)periodicelection

thatisfreeandfair.Whilethestateprovidesrightsandliberties,allcitizenshavedutiestothe

state.Acitizenhasthedutyofvoting,activeparticipationindemocracyisanimportantdutyof

citizenstothestate.Acitizenshouldbewillingtopaytaxes.Agoodcitizenmustobeythe

law,democracycannotexistinalawlesssociety.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom uttering

destructivecriticismsbutinsteadofferconstructivealternativestogovernmentpolicies.Agood

citizenmustnotinterferewiththerightsorpropertiesofothermembersofthecommunity,heor

sheshouldbehonest,hardworkingandmakecontributionstotheadvancementofthenation.A

goodcitizenmustsupportpubliceducationinanywaypossible,educationispowerina

democracybecauseitstrengthenscitizenstobebetterinformedtointerrogategovernment

policies.

Democracyisasystem ofgovernmentwherethecitizensdirectlyelectthegovernmentby

voting,itisconsideredasthebestform ofgovernmentinmodernera.Itallowscitizenstoenjoy

manyrightsanditgivesthem responsibilitiesatthesametime.Therewouldbenodemocracy

withoutthecooperationofcitizens,citizensshouldparticipateindemocraticeventswithfull

enthusiasm toensurethesurvivalofdemocracy.Apositiveattitudeshouldbemaintainedwith

developmentofthestatebeingthepriority.


