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FOLITICAL PARTIESINNGERIA

Rolitical parties are essertia features of politics in ths nodern age of mass partidpation They helpto keepthe
govermert acoourtade to pudic opinoninliberal denoaratic sysens they also kelpgoverment nairtainitsholdon
pover inanautoaratic sysempolitical are inportart lirk betweengoverment andthe peode.

Rolitical partiesinNgeria developedfolloningthe g-owthof retiorelist, consdiousess sertinertsand novenerisin
theB20s

Apolitical party isa goupof offidalsor woudbe offidalswho are lirkedwitha szable groupof atizersinto an
orcanizationa dief ojective of the organizationisto eraure thet itsofficalsattainpower or nairtainpower
(Shively,2008)

Sone of the daractersof political parties indudke; the najor of certral feature of capturinggovermert of pover
throughoorgtitutional neeans (The caturingof pover must be peacefu ardlawful.)

Rolitical partiesalwayshave troad rindide of pdic policy adoedby it' sorganization referredto asparty
iceology. Every political parties nust be retioral ninded|.e take the interest of the mationinto cordideration Also,
political partiesare gidedby congtitutionwhichdreat sthe cordt of party offidals and nenteer swoudbe and
outsick the govermert. Trere are five typesof political partiesexpairedasfollows

* Elitist/ Cadre parties Thisisa political party thet drawit' snentoeripfronthe higes edelonof sodal
Herardy inthe courtry. Thistype of party boast of nentersthet are intellectuals

* Massparties refersto political partiesthat drawitsnenter shipfromall sections of thissodety andhave awide
nenteership

* iceologcal party:Apolitical party fornedpolitical ideology or berefitswhichformthe basisof the party.

* Broker party: Apolitical party fornedwithits nenter ipd-awnfromugeer andlower dassesof the sodety.

Wththe basic aimof recoralingthe corflict interest of the richandpoor by carryingout policesof soda
judtice for theintereg of all.



*  Charigmatic/ persorality party: Apolitical party fornedor ledwithderisva. It revolvesaroundthe persorel
qulitiesof aleacker. Rolitical parties performvariousfunctions sone of whichare; political education corflict
nanagenent andpolitical integration interest agyegation organizationof govermert, electoral conpetition
ardgoodfornation

Rolitical partiesinNgeria asearlier sated developedasareaut of retioral corsdousess sertinert, and
novenert. Nationalist organized g-oyps andassodiation to organize againg colonial nisrue. Rersordlities suchas
about Herbert Macaday, Ernest Okoli, HQ Nvand Azikume andothers were proseautorsof political partiesin
Ngeria

Tre firgt political party inNgeria, Ngeria National Developnent party (N\DP, fornedin B23andledby Herbert
Micaday who isregardedasthe father of Ngeria netionalismWat about buseswait developedbetween 85010
B66 whichenerged fromautural assodiationfollowningthe Madrhersori scorgtitution These were ActionGroup(AG)
andNorthernpeode’ soongess(NC).

Trese partiesformedinthe pre- independence era faced sone drallenges suchas dadngenpihesis onper sordlities
rather thanissues andbeingwithout retioral outlook

Duringthe secordrepubic 53 parties sougt to cortest inthe gereral electionandout of them five of the
asodationswhere regstered These were the Natioral party of Ngeria (NN, the Nggria speode party (N, the
aurent Neerianpeode party (GNNP, the peode’ sRedenptionparty (FRP andthe unity party of Ngeria

Inthe thrdrepdic Gereral |brahimBabangich promigatedthe trangtionto avil degree whHchtwo political parties
we are regsteredinacoordance withthe Corgtitutionof the federa Repudic of Ngeria B89 The condtitutions
ohjectives polidesandprogranmes of the two political partieswere set upby the nilitary govermert. Tretwo
parties the Soda Denoaratic party (SDP) andthe Natioral Repudican corvertion(NRC) were estaldisredby the
govermert.

Inpreparationtowardsthe fourthRepudicin 98 by The | ndependert Natioral Electoral Conmission(INEC),
regsteredtiree political partiesanmrngsevera partiesthat struggedfor regstration

Tre renesof the regsteredpartiesare the Alliance for Denoaracy (AD), All the peodesparty (AFP) whichdranged
rene in2002 to all Ngeria peodesparty (AN andthe peode’ sdenaratic party (FDP). Since the inooptionof the
fourthRepdic other political partieshave beenregsteredby (INEC).

Ngeria spolitical partiesface sone dellenges Frg, there' shighlevel of corrygionwhichhes nade politicsa
oonpetitive busness Secondy the fran@work for the estalismert of partiesdoudbe dranged o that rewparties
do rot have forge coalitions of the wealthy asabassfor regdtration



