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POLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA
Politicalpartiesareessentialfeaturesofpoliticsinthismodernageofmassparticipation.Theyhelptokeepthe

governmentaccountabletopublicopinioninliberaldemocraticsystems.theyalsohelpgovernmentmaintainitsholdon

powerinanautocraticsystem.politicalareimportantlinkbetweengovernmentandthepeople.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofnationalist,consciousness,sentimentsandmovementsin

the1920's.

Apoliticalpartyisagroupofofficialsorwouldbeofficialswhoarelinkedwithasizablegroupofcitizensintoan

organizationachiefobjectiveoftheorganizationistoensurethatitsofficialsattainpowerormaintainpower

(Shively,2008)

Someofthecharactersofpoliticalparties,include;themajorofcentralfeatureofcapturinggovernmentofpower

throughconstitutionalmeans(Thecapturingofpowermustbepeacefulandlawful.)

Politicalpartiesalwayshavebroadprincipleofpublicpolicyadoptedbyit'sorganization,referredtoasparty

ideology.Everypoliticalparties,mustbenationalmindedI.etaketheinterestofthenationintoconsideration.Also,

politicalpartiesareguidedbyconstitutionwhichdirectstheconductofpartyofficialsandmemberswouldbeand

outsidethegovernment.Therearefivetypesofpoliticalpartiesexplainedasfollows:

 Elitist/Cadreparties:Thisisapoliticalpartythatdrawit'smembershipfromthehighestechelonofsocial

hierarchyinthecountry:Thistypeofpartyboastofmembersthatareintellectuals.

 Massparties:referstopoliticalpartiesthatdrawitsmembershipfromallsectionsofthissocietyandhaveawide

membership.

 ideologicalparty:Apoliticalpartyformedpoliticalideologyorbenefitswhichformthebasisoftheparty.

 Brokerparty:Apoliticalpartyformedwithitsmembershipdrawnfromupperandlowerclassesofthesociety.

Withthebasicaimofreconcilingtheconflictinterestoftherichandpoorbycarryingoutpoliciesofsocial

justicefortheinterestofall.



 Charismatic/personalityparty:Apoliticalpartyformedorledwithcharisma.Itrevolvesaroundthepersonal

qualitiesofaleader.Politicalpartiesperformvariousfunctions,someofwhichare;politicaleducation,conflict

managementandpoliticalintegration,interestaggregation,organizationofgovernment,electoralcompetition

andgoodformation.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriaasearlierstated,developedasaresultofnationalconsciousness,sentiment,and

movement.Nationalistorganizedgroupsandassociation,toorganizeagainstcolonialmisrule.Personalitiessuchas

aboutHerbertMacaulay,ErnestOkoli,H.O,NmandiAzikuweandothers,wereprosecutorsofpoliticalpartiesin

Nigeria.

ThefirstpoliticalpartyinNigeria,NigeriaNationalDevelopmentparty(NNDP),formedin1923andledbyHerbert

MacaulaywhoisregardedasthefatherofNigerianationalism.Whataboutbuseswaitdevelopedbetween1950to

1966whichemergedfromculturalassociationfollowingtheMacPherson'sconstitution.ThesewereActionGroup(AG)

andNorthernpeople'scongress(NPC).

Thesepartiesformedinthepre-independenceerafacedsomechallengessuchasplacingemphasisonpersonalities,

ratherthanissues,andbeingwithoutnationaloutlook.

Duringthesecondrepublic,53partiessoughttocontestinthegeneralelectionandoutofthem,fiveofthe

associationswhereregistered.TheseweretheNationalpartyofNigeria(NPN),theNigeria'speopleparty(NPP),the

currentNigerianpeopleparty(GNNP),thepeople'sRedemptionparty(PRP)andtheunitypartyofNigeria.

Inthethirdrepublic,GeneralIbrahimBabangidapromulgatedthetransitiontocivildegreewhichtwopoliticalparties

weareregisteredinaccordancewiththeConstitutionofthefederalRepublicofNigeria1989.Theconstitutions,

objectives,policiesandprogrammesofthetwopoliticalpartiesweresetupbythemilitarygovernment.Thetwo

parties,theSocialDemocraticparty(SDP)andtheNationalRepublicanconvention(NRC)wereestablishedbythe

government.

InpreparationtowardsthefourthRepublicin1998byTheIndependentNationalElectoralCommission(INEC),

registeredthreepoliticalpartiesamongseveralpartiesthatstruggledforregistration.

ThenamesoftheregisteredpartiesaretheAllianceforDemocracy(AD),Allthepeoplesparty(APP)whichchanged

namein2002toallNigeriapeoplesparty(ANPP)andthepeople'sdemocraticparty(PDP).Sincetheincoptionofthe

fourthRepublic,otherpoliticalpartieshavebeenregisteredby(INEC).

Nigeria'spoliticalpartiesfacesomechallenges.First,there'shighlevelofcorruptionwhichhasmadepoliticsa

competitivebusiness.Secondlytheframeworkfortheestablishmentofpartiesshouldbechangedsothatnewparties

donothaveforgecoalitionsofthewealthyasabasisforregistration.


