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CITIZENS ROLES IN DEMOCRACY.

Democracy is in the hand of the people who have a collective right to choose their political systems as part of self-determination. The power of the government is derived from the people as well. the people have a bright to participate in government through free and fair elections of representatives who will take governmental powers. The universal declaration of human rights captures the foundation for the famous formulation that democratic government. In totality it means that the government, government policies and elections belong to the people. Engagement of citizens is important for citizens which is both a right and responsibility of citizens in establishing, developing and sustaining democracy. Citizens engagement has impact in their lives through provision of opportunity, resources, services and security. Citizens should have the right information on the affairs of the country and also be aware of the benefits of democracy. This is one of the reasons why transparency is mandatory in the country so that both citizens and political opponents would be able to give their views and preferences on the government. There are lots of barriers that hinder citizens participation in government. These barriers are on the basis of race, gender, religion, ethnicity, age and another status.

Citizen is a term that shows relationship between the people and the government. Citizens have rights and responsibilities in a country. To be a citizen means to enjoy certain liberties and rights as opposed to aliens. A state is built to provide opportunities for citizens to lead a good life. Citizenship must be acquired either by birth or by naturalisation. Citizenship by place of birth is fundamental in most countries. The process by which a person can change his citizenship of a state to another state is called naturalisation.

The constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria defines citizenship as;

-every person born in Nigeria before the date of independence

-every person born in Nigeria after the date of independence

-every person born outside Nigeria either whose parents is a citizen of Nigeria

The constitution also contains the conditions any one who is trying to naturalise must fulfil. There are three types of citizenship which are;

1.
Civil citizenship which refers to the rights necessary to protect individual liberty

2.
Political citizenship is associated with participation in the democratic exercise of political powers, either as a member of a political institution.

3.
Social citizenship which embodies the claim that citizens ought to access to those resources that allow them to live a civilized existence in accordance with the standards prevailing the society.

There are three dimensions to active citizenship which are ethical citizenship; understands active participation in a collective strive towards the public good as an essential feature of citizenship, integrative citizenship needs engagement in a wide sphere of participation that can go beyond formal political practices and institutions, and educative citizenship which refers to the process that develops a moral, practical and intellectual sense of self in individuals when they practice their citizenship.

Citizens rights entails some duties and responsibilities on the part of the citizens. A right may be defined as a privilege or prerogative conferred by law upon a person or a group.

Democracy is derived from two Greek words which are which are ‘demo’ meaning people and ‘kratos’ meaning rule which means rule by the people. In ancient Greece the citizens met frequently in assemblies which had the power to make laws. Democracy is a system that enables people exercise authority themselves. the idea that all citizens both high and low within the state are entitled to take part in the running of the affairs of their state was first advocated in England. Levelers a radical advocated that it was irrational for any man to rule or govern other men without consent. John locke advocated in his treaties on civil government for government based on consent. Abraham Lincoln defines democracy as a government of the people, by the people and for the people. 

What can be deduced from the various definitions of democracy are the following;

i.
The fundamental rights of the citizens are guaranteed

ii.
Existence of the rule of law

iii.
Freedom of press

iv.
Independent and impartial judiciary

v.
Periodic election that is free and fair.

Duties and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

1.
Duty to vote

2.
Willingness to pay taxes

3.
Obedience of laws

4.
refrain from uttering destructive criticism

5.
refrain from interference of the rights of the members of the community

6.
support public education in every way possible

Democracy is a system of government where the citizens directly elect the government by voting. Democracy assures basic fundamental rights for citizens like the right to vote, right to liberty, right to practice any religion or be irreligious, right to information. Citizen participation is necessary in democracy to preserve rights. Citizens should also check how institutions like investigating agencies, civil servants and law-making agencies that are put in place for the well-being of the democracy, are working. The priority of every citizen should be the development of the state.

