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POLITICAL PARTIES IN NIGERIA.

Political parties help to keep government accountable to public opinion; even in autocratic system of government, they help the government maintain its hold on power. Political parties are an important link between the government and the people. It is an intervention that was first discovered in the nineteenth century in response to the appearance of elections involving large numbers of voters. The first modern electoral democracy was the united state of America, and it was here that the first parties developed. The first political parties in America and Britain were formed in 1820 and 1867 respectively. A political party is a group of citizens more or less organised, who act as a political unit and who by the use of political power aim at controlling the government and carrying out its general policies. A political party is a group of officials who are linked with a sizeable group of citizens into an organisation whose chief objective is to ensure that its members attain power.

Characteristics of a political party.

1.
Capturing governmental power through constitutional means.

2.
They always have a broad principle of public policy adopted by its organisation.

3.
Every political party must be national-minded; they must always act in the best interest of the nation in which they operate.

4.
It is an organised body because it can only derive strength from an effective organisational structure.

5.
It has manifestos guiding their conduct during and after elections

6.
It is guided by party constitutions which direct the conduct of party officials and members within and outside government.

Types of political parties.

Elitist/cadre parties which draws a membership from the highest section of social hierarchy in a country.

Mass parties which draws its membership from all sections of the society and have wide membership.

Ideological party which is formed with the ideology which forms the bases of the party’

Broker party which is formed with its members drawn from upper and lower classes of the society.

Charismatic or personality party which is formed with members of charisma.

Functions of a political party.

i.
Political education

ii.
Interest aggregation

iii.
Political representation

iv.
Political mobilisation

v.
Conflict management 

vi.
Organisation of government

vii.
Political stability

viii.
Goal formation

ix.
Electoral governance

x.
Provision of alternative government and policies.

Political parties stared developing in Nigeria during the growth of national consciousness and sentiments. These parties were formed to organise against colonial misrule. The Nigerian parties include the national congress of British west Africa territories, west African student’s union and Lagos youth movement. The fulcrum for the emergence of parties in Nigeria was constitutional development. Clifford constitution provided 4 elective seats while the Richards retained the 4 elective seats and established regional assemblies. Macpherson constitution established regional executive councils and provided for system indirect elections to the much largely Nigerian legislative houses.

The Nigerian national development party (NNDP) was regarded as the first political party In Nigeria which was formed due to the elective principle introduced be the Clifford constitution.  The NNDP was led by Herbert macaulay the father of nationalism. The party was exclusively based in Lagos and had no national colouration. It won all the three seats in Lagos in the legislative council. NNDP was formed by its leaders and its activities were aided by Lagos daily news. Nigerian youth Movement (NYM)was led by Ernest okoli and other reputable men whose main objective was the promotion of national unity and consciousness. The National council of Nigeria and Cameroon (NCNC) which was later changed to the national convention of Nigerian citizens after some parts of Cameroon separated from Nigeria in 1960. The party sought for total independence of Nigeria and campaigned vigorously against the Richards constitution. The two major parties between 1950-1966 were the Action group and the Northern people’s congress (NPC). These parties were forms from cultural associations because of the prospects of the 1951 elections. Action group was formed from the Egbe Omo Oduduwa in 1950 and was headed by Obafemi Awolowo the general secretary of the Egbe Omo Oduduwa. The main aim of this party was to provide leadership to capture power in the western region.

The Northern Peoples congress emerged from Jam’iyya Mutanein Arewa. Their major aim was combating ignorance, idleness, injustice in the northern region and the control of the government in the north. The Nigerian multi party system of the first republic led to the formation of other political party apart from the three major political parties. These parties from formed due to disagreement that occurred in the major parties.

Problems that pre-independence parties faced.

i.
They were without national outlook

ii.
They paced much emphasis on personalities rather than issues

iii.
Conflicts polarised the political parties and thereby splitting them into fractions

iv.
Political party defection weakened political parties during this era.

Second republic

The ban on politics was lifted in sept. 1978 following that about 53 parties were contesting for elections and only five were registered by the Federal Electoral Commission. The sixth party was then registered to contest in the 1983 elections. The NPN was launched in 1983 after the ban on politics was lifted. The party’s main aim was national unity with the slogan; ‘one nation, one destiny’. Their major programmes were provision of food, shelter and qualitative education. The party won the 1979 and ruled for 4 years and 3 months. The Unity party of Nigeria was an offshoot of the action group. Their aims were embodied in the four cardinal points which were free education at all levels, free health services for all citizens, full and gainful employment for all able-bodied and integrated rural development. The party won five states in the gubernatorial elections and lost one in the 1983 elections. 

The third registered party was the Nigerian people’s party (NPP) from NCNC. Its main support base was the Igbo. Their main aim was NPP is to work towards full employment for all Nigerians and to promote economic, social and political equality of all sections of the country.

The Great Nigeria Peoples party was led by Alhaji Ibrahim Waziri. Its main campaign programme and slogan was politicians without bitterness, it controlled two states, Borno and Gongola, between 1979 and 1983.

Third republic.

General Babangida promulgated the transition to civil rule decree through which two political parties where registered in accordance with the constitution of 1989. There were two official political parties which were the social democratic party which had its offices at Abuja. The party’s programmes were a little to the left favouring more public ownership and control of the economy. Its campaign was based on progressivism, populism, people’s welfare and change from bad leadership, corruption, underdevelopment and crises. The party is said to have won the annulled June 12 elections. The national Republican Convention (NRC), on the other hand, was registered through the approval of the Armed forces ruling council with chief ikimi as its chairman. The party favoured more private initiatives and paid less attention to free education and other social welfare policies.

Forth republic.

Three parties were registered in preparation towards the fourth republic in 1998 by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). These parties were alliance for Democracy, All Peoples Party which became All Nigerian people’s party and People’s democratic Party (PDP). Alliance for Democracy sponsored and contested elections throughout Nigeria during 1998 and 1999 elections. The All Peoples Party won nine gubernational elections in the north-west and middle-belt zones during the 1999 elections. PDP has the major aim of maintain and preserving the integrity, unity and sovereignty of Nigeria as one indivisible political entity. They won the 1999 election and had a stronghold on the presidency for sixteen years.

Since the inception of the fourth republic other parties shave been registered by INEC. Nigeria has several political parties now. There are some challenges faced by political parties which is high level of corruption, the regulatory framework for the establishment of parties should be changed so that new parties do not have to forge coalitions of the wealthy as a basis for their registration. The idea that political parties are established to foster the business interest of party leaders needs to be arrested.

