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Review of Chapter 8

Answer

The authority of government is also derived from the will of the people in their choices as they have the right to take part in their government through elections. These precepts are embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. There is no democracy without the involvement of the people, this this engagement of the people is a right as well as a responsibility of the citizens in establishing, developing and sustaining democracy. For this to take place, citizens must first understand the ideas about citizenship, politics and government. Citizen is a type of relationship between the people and their government. These relationship gives them a set of rights and responsibilities that includes the right to participate in decisions that affect public welfare. Citizenship of a state can be acquired through birth or by naturalization. Citizenship has been divided into three types. One is Civil Citizenship which is the right necessary to protect individual liberty. Political Citizenship as another type is associated with participation in the democratic exercise of political power. Social Citizenship embodies the claim that citizens ought to have access to those resources that allow them to love a civilized existence in accordance with the standards prevailing in society. In all, citizenship is a privilege status conferred by states on its people either by birth or by naturalization. 

In order to let the citizens, have a share in the running of his/her government, a group of rights are very essential. Rights entails some duties and responsibilities on the part of every citizen. A right can be defined as a privilege conferred by law upon a person or a group. When these privilege is expressed within the framework of the constitution of the state, it becomes a civil right. Abraham Lincoln perceived democracy as the government of the people, by the people and for the people. He stated also that in a democracy, the rights, freedoms and the values of the individuals count more than those of the state. One feature of democracy is that the fundamental rights of the citizens are guaranteed. Also, the judiciary is independent and impartial. There's freedom of press and the existence of the rule of law. The periodic elections are free and fair. 

In democracy, the citizens do not only have right, but they also have duties and responsibilities they need to perform so that they would enjoy the concept of democracy in their states. One of which is the duty to vote. People who are unhappy with their leaders are free to organize and peacefully make the case for change or vote those leaders out of power during established election times. Another duty of the citizens is that they are to pay taxes cause without the taxes there would be no funds for the democracy to take place. 

Another duty of a citizen is to obey the law. A democracy cannot exist In a lawless society and without the willingness of citizens go obey, no government has the wherewithal to order a nation of lawbreakers and that would result in anarchy. A good citizen must refrain from uttering destructive criticizes as to government policies as well as refraining from interference with the rights of other members of the society. Citizens must support Publix education in every way possible, either by paying of their taxes or through local volunteer efforts, cause this public education is the foundation of democracy. It is these means by which the citizens are educated for them to know their responsibilities and duties as members of the society. 

There would probably be no democracy without the co-operation and commitment of citizens. Citizens must be aware of their rights and responsibilities as without this awareness, a government may turn into a tyranny. Democracy assures the basic fundamental rights for citizens so these citizens should participate in every event in democracy with full enthusiasm to ensure its survival. 

