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CHAPTER SEVEN: POLITICAL PARTIESIN NIGERIA

In the new era of mass participation,political parties are an integral characteristic of politics. Following the emergence in the 1920s of nationalist consciousness and sediments and nationalist movements, political parties in Nigeria formed.
   Different ways of describing political parties as political thinkers are available. Pursuant to R. "G. Gettel, "political party is a group of more or less organized individuals who operate as a political unit and who seek to influence the government and enforce its general policies through the use of political power." According to Agbaje (1999), "a political party is a group of people linked to politics and policy.Opinions in favor of a general political cause, which, for as long as democratically possible, is simply the pursuit, capture and preservation of the government and its offices. Etc. Political parties are guided by the constitution of the party that directs the behavior of party officials and members within and outside government, political parties have manifestos of parties that guide their behavior during and after elections to win. 

    Capturing legislative power by constitutional means is the key function of the political party. Groups of political parties include; elitist/cadre parties, ideological party, broker party, charismatic party, mass parties. The following tasks are performed by political parties: political peace, collection of interests, conflict management, government organisation, political  stability, interest aggregation, conflict management, organization of government, political representation, goal formation. Etc.

  As the first political party to be founded in Nigeria, the Nigerian National Development Party (NNDP) was considered. Herbert Macauly, regarded as the founder of Nigerian nationalism, led the NNDP. The (NYM) Nigerian youth movement, founded in 1934 by a group of young Nigerians led by Ernest Ikoli, Samuel Akinsanya and Dr. J.C. Vaughan, also produced other groups. (NCNC) was founded in 1944 by the National Council of Nigeria and Cameroon. The Northern Peoples Congress (NPC) originated from the Arewa Jam'iyya Mutanein. Etc. Etc. 

   As time passed, other forces arrived in the second republic, third republic, and fourth republic of Nigeria. There are some problems facing Nigerian parties as of nowThere is an extraordinarily high degree of bribery that has made politics a lucrative industry. Most party leaders see their roles in the political party as a way of promoting their business interests. This trend must be stopped and political parties must be directed at promoting solidarity among Nigerians and generating Nigerian growth.
     

