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Introduction.

Inademocracy,thepeoplearesovereignandhencetherecannotbeademocracy

withouttheengagementofcitizens.Forademocracytoperform allitsfunctions,

citizensmustbeawareofissuesthatcanimprovetheirlivesandmustbefreeto

gatherandexpresstheirviews.Transparencyisvitalinademocracysothatthe

citizens can take well-informed decisions.A mutualistic relationship exists in a

democracyasthecitizensandthegovernmentneedtobeactivefordevelopmentina

statetooccur.

ConceptualClarifications.

Theessenceofastateistoprovideopportunitiestoenablecitizenstoleadthegood

life.According to Turner,citizenship isaformallegalidentitythattheindividual

personinheritsthroughacollectionoflegalrightsandobligations.Naturalisationis

theprocessbywhichanindividualmayvoluntarilychangehisorhercitizenshipofa

statetoanotherstateandtheconditionsfornaturalisationvaryfrom statetostate.

Civilcitizenship refersto therightsnecessaryto protectindividuallibertywhile

politicalcitizenship isassociated with participation in thedemocraticexerciseof

politicalpowereitherasamemberofapoliticalcommunityoranindividualelectedby

membersofsuchacommunityandsocialcitizenshipembodiestheclaim thatcitizens

oughttohaveaccesstothoseresourcesthatallowthem toliveacivilisedexistencein

accordancewithprevailingstandardsinsociety.Citizenshipisalsoaboutbeingwilling

tocontributetosocialactionaswellastopoliticaldebate.Ethicalcitizenship,a

dimensionofactivecitizenshipamongwithintegrativeandeducative,understands

active participation in a collective strife towards the public good.Integrative

citizenshipinvolvesthebeliefthateveryindividualshouldfullyembodytheserulesand



immersethemselvesintothecommunity.Educativecitizenshipistheprocessthat

developsamoral,practicalandintellectualsenseofselfinindividualswhenthey

practicetheircitizenship.Toensurefullcitizenship,peoplemustbeempoweredto

participateinthecontinualprocessofshapingtheirsocietyandtheiridentities.

Citizens'RightsandDemocracy.

Arightcanbedefinedasaprivilegeorprerogativeconferredbylawuponapersonor

agroupandwhenaprivilegeisexpressedwithintheframeworkoftheconstitutionof

thestate,itbecomesacivilright.Acitizenisentitledtoseekredressinacourtoflaw

whenhisorherrightsareviolatedandhasmanyrightswhichincludetherightoflife,

therighttoworkamongstothers.Theconceptofdemocracyoriginatedfrom Ancient

Greecealthoughitwaslimitedasitexcludedthoseofthelowersocialclass.Abraham

Lincolnperceiveddemocracyasthegovernmentofthepeople,bythepeopleandfor

thepeople.Thestatesand countrieswherethearrangements,constitutionsand

practicesandtheworkingsofthegovernmentaresuchthattheindividualsandtheir

rightsareensuredarereferredtoasdemocracies.Thestatecanbesaidtoexistto

servetheindividualandprovideconditionswhichmakeforafulllife.Somefeaturesof

democracyinclude:freedom ofpress,existenceofruleoflaw,freeandfairperiodic

election,etc.

DutiesandResponsibilitiesofCitizensInADemocracy.

Forademocracytosucceed,citizensmustbeactivenotpassivebecausetheyareawarethat

thesuccessorfailureofthegovernmentistheirresponsibilityandnooneelse's.Citizensina

democracyshouldhavethedutytovoteasthereisnopointinademocracyinwhichwedo

notparticipate.Citizensshould bewilling to paytaxesastaxesareneeded to fund a

democraticgovernmentandenablethegovernmentprovideforit'scitizens.Goodcitizens

haveadutytoobeythelaw andaidthelaw enforcementofficersifneedbe.Goodcitizens

muststayawayfrom givingdestructivecriticismswhichdonothelpinbuildingupthestate.

Citizensmustalsostayawayfrom interferingwiththerightsandpropertiesofothercitizens.

Conclusion

Therewouldbenodemocracywithouttheco-operationandcommitmentofcitizens.Allrulers

mustalsobeheldaccountableinordertoensurethesurvivalofdemocracy.Allcitizensshould

treatothercitizenswithrespectandalwayshavethedevelopmentofthestateastheirpriority.


