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Introduction

Politicalpartiesareanessentialfeatureofpoliticsandanimportantlinkbetweenthe

governmentandthepeople.Itwasfirstdevelopedinthe19thcenturybypoliticians

duetotheappearanceofelectionsinvolvinglargenumbersofvotersinordertoget

theyandtheirlikemindedfriendselectedbutitprovedtohavemanyusesaswell.The

oldestpoliticalpartyintheworldistheDemocraticPartyoftheUnitedStatesof

America.EdmundBurkedefinespoliticalpartyasabodyofmenunitedforpromoting

bytheirjointendeavoursthenationalinterestsuponsomeparticularprincipleinwhich

theyareallagreed.AccordingtoAgbaje(1999),"apoliticalpartyisagroupofpersons

bondedinpolicyandopinioninsupportofageneralpoliticalcausewhichisthe

pursuit,captureandretentionforaslongasdemocraticallyfeasible,ofgovernment

anditsoffices".Apoliticalpartycanthem besaidtobeagroupofcitizensmoreor

lessorganised,havingsomeagreementinbroadprinciplesofnationalpolicywithan

efforttocapturepoliticalpowerbysomeconstitutionalmeans.

CharacteristicsofPoliticalParties

Politicalpartiesalwayshaveanideologywhichisabroadcollectionofprinciplesof

publicpolicyadoptedbythepartyandservesasbasisforclassifyingparties.

Politicalpartieshavepartymanifestoeswhichguidetheirconductduringandafter

winningelections.

Politicalpartiesmustbenational-mindedi.e.mustalwaystakeintoconsiderationthe

interestofthenation.

Politicalpartiesareguidedbypartyconstitutionwhichdirecttheconductofparty

officialsandmemberswithinandoutsidethegovernment.



TypesofPoliticalParties.

Elitistpartiesarepoliticalpartiesthatdrawtheirmembershipfrom thehighestrankof

socialhierarchyinacountryandboastsofmembersthatareintellectuals.Massparties

arepoliticalpartiesthatdraw theirmembershipfrom allsectionsofthesocietyand

havewidemembership.Brokerpartiesarepoliticalpartiesformedwithmembers

drawn from upperand lowerclassesofthesociety.Ideologicalpartyaswellas

Charismaticpartyareothertypesaswell.

FunctionsofPoliticalPartiesinclude politicalpartiesprovide politicaleducation,

politicalrepresentation,politicalstability,politicalmobilisationandrecruitment.

PoliticalPartiesInNigeria.

HerbertMacaulay,ErnestIkoli,ObafemiAwolowo and otherswereprecursorsof

politicalpartiesinNigeria.TheNigerianNationalDevelopmentParty(NNDP)wasthe

firstpoliticalpartythatwasformedinNigeriaaftertheelectiveprincipleintroducedby

Clifford constitutionof1922cameintoplay.TheNigerianYouthMovement,National

CouncilofNigeriaandCameroon,NorthernPeople'sCongress,ActionGroupwere

among somepartiesthatexisted pre-independencein Nigeria.When theSecond

RepubliccamearoundinSeptember1978,about53politicalassociationssoughtto

contestthe1979generalelectionsandtheUnityPartyofNigeriawasamongthemain

partiesofthesecondRepublicanditalongwiththeotherpartiesworkedtowards

nationalunityandeconomic,politicalequity.Forthefirsttimein1989,Nigeriahada

constitutionaltwopartysystem whichincludedtheSocialDemocraticPartyandthe

NationalRepublican Convention in thethird republic. TheIndependentNational

ElectoralCommission(INEC)registeredthreepoliticalpartiesinpreparationtowards

theFourthrepublicin1998whichincludedtheAllianceforDemocracy,AllPeoples

PartyandthePeople'sDemocraticParty.PDPwonthepresidentialelectionsin1999

andmaintainedthepresidencyforsixteenyears.Sincetheinceptionofthefourth

republichowever,morethanahundredpoliticalpartieshavebeenregistered.

Conclusion.

AhighlevelofcorruptionisseeninNigeria'spoliticalpartiesatthemomentandthis

corruptionhasencroachedintothesocietyaspartyleadersusetheirpartiesforpurely

personalreasons.Areform isneededinordertoredirectpoliticalpartiestotheirmain

aim whichistounifyNigeriaandpromotenationaldevelopment.


