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              ASSIGNMENT 

Do a two page review of chapter 8 citizenship role in a democracy in salient issues in government and Nigeria's politics.

        Sovereignty resides in and flows from the people in a democracy. They have a collective right to choose their governmental political and electoral systems as part of self determination. Democracy is the government of the people for the people and by the people. In essence they mean that government belongs to the people governmental processes belongs to the people; and elections also belong to the people. There is no democracy without the engagement of citizens. Engagement is this both a right and a responsibility of citizens in establishing developing and sustaining democracy. Citizenship engagement is not an abstraction it takes tangible forms and serves particular purposes to improve people's lives. Citizens engagement pursues economic, social, cultural and political development including the provision of opportunity resources services and security. For democracy to deliver, citizens must become informed about issues that can improve their lives. They must be free to come together to Express their views and preferences and work to see that government responds to citizens views thus holding those in government accountable.

  Citizenship of a state maybe acquired either by birth or by naturalisation. A man becomes a citizen of a particular state if his parents are citizens of that state or if he is born within the territory of that state. Citizenship determines by the place of birth is fundamental in the laws of most countries. On the other hand, the process by which an individual may voluntarily change his/her citizenship of a state to another state is known as naturalisation. See chapter 3, section 25 subsection 1 of the constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria. 

  Citizenship can be perceived to be made up of or be divided into civil citizenship, political citizenship, social citizenship. Civil citizenship refers to the rights necessary to protect individuals liberty e.g freedom of speech, justice, etc. Political citizenship is associated with participation in the democratic exercise such as voting individuals who will govern them during elections and social citizenship embodies the claim that the citizens ought to have access to those resources that allow them to live a civilised existence in accordance with the standards prevailing in society. However as with so many other concepts, citizenship does not have just one definition, it means different things to different people, citizenship is about being willing to contribute to social actions as well as to political debate to be willing to get involved.

       Democracy is derived etymologically from the Greek word "demos" meaning people and kratos meaning rule I.e rule by the people.  The Greek democracy was a limited institution in that it excluded labourers, slaves and aliens from exercising political rights. The idea that all citizens high or low within the state are entitled to take part in the running of the affairs of their state was first advocated in England after the great civil war of the seventeenth century. There's no single definition of democracy however, what can be deduced from the various definitions of democracy are the following features: 

The fundamental rights of the citizens is guaranteed

Independent and impartial judiciary 

Existence of rule of law 

Freedom of press 

Periodic election that is free and fair 

         Duties and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy. While the state provides rights and liberties all citizens have duties to the state. Democratic citizens recognize that they not only have rights they also have responsibilities. There's a saying that you get the government you deserve. For democracy to succeed citizens must be active not passive because they know that the success or failure of the government is their responsibility and no one else in turn, government officials understand that all citizens should be treated equally. Citizens play an important role in democracy there would be no democracy without the cooperation and commitment of citizenship. Citizens must be aware of their rights and responsibilities as without the awareness among the citizens a government may turn into a tyranny. Democracy assures basic fundamental rights for citizens like the right to vote, right to liberty, right to practice any religion or irreligious, right to information. Citizens should participate in every event in democracy with full enthusiasm to ensure their survival of democracy one way of doing this is to ensure that rules are accountable. At the same time, while being critical, citizens must also not lose sight of the pursuit of public interest. A positive attitude should be maintained with development of the state being the priority.

