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         POLiTICAL PARTIES IN NiGERIA.

          There are different definition of government. According to R.G. gettel " political party is a group of citizens more or less organised,who act as a political unit and who by the use of political power aim at controlling the government and carrying out its general policies.

 According to herman finer " an organised body with voluntary membership,it's concerted energy being employed in the pursuit of political power.

 According to joseph lapalombara " a formal organisation whose self conscious, primary purpose is to place and maintain in public office person who will control alone or in coalition,the machinery of government.

  According to agbaje(1999)" political party is a group of persons bonded in policy and opinion in support of a general political cause,which essentially is the pursuit,capture and retention,for as long as democratically feasible,of government and it's offices.

  According to Edmund Burke defined political party as a body of men United for promoting by their joint endeavour the national interest upon some particular principles in which they are all agreed.

         A political party is a group of officals or would be official who are linked with a sizable group of citizens into an organisation; a chief object of this organisation is to ensure that it's officals attain power or maintain power.

      CHARACTERISTICS OF POlITICAL PARTIES.

1.Political parties are guided by party constitution which direct the conduct of the party officials and members within and outside government.

2.politocal parties has party manifestoes which guide their conduct during and after wining elections 

3.political party should be an organised body,because it can only derive strength from an effective organisational structure.

4.one of the major feature of political party is to capture governmental power through constitutional means. 

       TYPES OF POLITICAL PARTIES 

1.Elitist/cadre parties:this is a political party that draw its membership from the highest echelon of social hierarchy in the country.

2.mass parties:this is political party that draws it's membership from all sections of the society and have wide membership.

3.ideological party:this is a political party formed with political ideology or benefits which form the bases of the party.

4.broker party: this is political party formed with it's members drawn from upper and lower classes of the society.

5.charistimatic or personality party:this is a political party formed or led by individual with charisma.

   Functions of political party.

1.political stability.

2.political education.

3.political mobilization.

4.politicam representation.

5.organisation of government.

6.goal formation

          POLITICAL PARTIES IN NIGERIA.

Political parties bin Nigeria developed following the growth of the nationalist consciousness and sentiment and nationalist movements.

 Early political parties 1920-1950

  The nigerian national development party(NNDP)was regarded as the first political party that was formed in Nigeria.the elective principle was introduced by Clifford constitution. Of 1922 gave rise to the formation of NNDP in 1923.this party was led by Herbert Macaulay who was  regarded as the father of Nigeria nationalism.the party was exclusively based in lagos and had no national colouration.

The Nigeria youth movement(NYM)was formed in 1944 by a groupm1

 of young nigerians led by Ernest ikoli,Samuel akinsanya and Dr j.c Vaughan.The NCNC was the first political party to be organized to seek total independence for Nigeria. The parry was the major Nigerian party until 1950.Nnamdi Azijwe became it's president in 1946 after Herbert macualay's death.

     POliTICAL PARTIES IN NIGERIAN:1950-1966.

  According to ikelegbe 2010;two major political parties emerged between 1950 and 1951.there were the Action group(AG) and the Northern people's congress(NPC).the action group(AG) emerged from the Egbe omo Oduduwa.it was formed in 1945 as a pan Yoruba society.its leader was obafemi awolowo.the main aim was to provide leadership to and capture political power in the western region.

     The nigerian people's congress (NPC) was emerged from the jami'iyya mutanein Arewa. It was formed in 1949 as a cultural association.it became a political party in October 1951.the main purpose of the party was combating ignorance,idleness, injustice in the northern region and control of the government in the north.

       The second,third  there were other political parties emerged at that time.then in the fourth republic APC(all progressive party ) and PDP( people Democratic party) which is the current party was emerged and registered by inec .and there are other parties that registered under INEC.

