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       CITIZEN ROlES IN A DEMOCRACY .

Democratic government is " of the people,by the people and for the people.which means that:"Governments belong to the people; governmental processes belong to the people;and elections belong to the people.there is no democracy without the engagement of citizens.citizen engagement is not an abstraction;it takes tangible forms and serves particular purposes to improve people's lives.

   Conceptual clarification.

Citizen /citizenship : the term citizen political meaning that  implies a certain type of relationship between the people and government.

   Citizenship is a formal legal identity that the individual person inherits through a collection of legal rights and obligations,controlling access to the scare political,economic,and cultural resources of society.It may be acquired by birth or by naturalization. Citizenship by birth means a man becomes a citizen of a particular state if his parents are citizens of that state or if he is born within the territory of the that state.

Citizenship by naturalization is the process by which an individual may voluntarily change his/her citizenship of a state to another state.

       Citizenship is divided into civil citizenship, political citizenship and social citizenship.  Civil citizenship refers to the rights necessary to protect individual Liberty like freedom of speech,justice ,the freedom to conclude valid contract.

Political citizenship:is associated with participation in the Democratic exercise of political power,either as a member of a political community.social citizenship embodies the claim that citizens ought to have access to those resources that allow them to live a civilized existence in accordance with the standards prevailing in society.

     There are  three dimensions of active citizenship which are ethical citizenship,integrative citizenship and educative citizenship.ethical citizenship understands active participation in a collective strive towards the public good as an essential feature of citizenship.Educative citizenship refers to the process that develops a moral,practical and intelluctual sense of self in individuals when they practice their citizenship.

 CITIZEN'S RiGHT.

  Individual's right and liberties are the groundwork of the state since it exists to enable men to live and develop fully.These right are not absolute since they are limited by the rights of other citizens in the state.

     A right may be define as a privilege or preogative conferred by law upon a person or a group. The citizens rights are right to work ,right to freedom of religion,right to education,right to association,right to freedom of speech,writing and publications among others.these are the important civil right accorded by Nigerian citizen in it's constitution.

DEMOCRACY.

The Greek word demos meaning people and kratos means rules that is rule by the people.Direct democracy is classified according to Johnston is define as a system that enables people exercise authority themselves.

  According to Abraham Lincoln who was the former American president define democracy as the government of the people ,by the people and for the people. According to him, democracy is a government of the people when it is designed to represent the common will of the citizenry within a state and that it is a government by the people bwhen its ideological undercurrents is grounded in the people's culture,also it is a government for the people when the power employed by the custodian of the state business emanates from,and resides in the collective mandate of the people.He stated further that in a democracy,the rights,the freedom and the value of individuals count more than those of the state.

FEATURE OF DEMOCRACY.

1.the fundamental rights of the citizens is guaranteed.

2.independent and impartial judiciary.

3.Existence of rule of law.

4.freedom of press.

5.periodic election that is free and fair.

 DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENS IN A DEMOCRACY.

    Democratic citizens recognize that they not only have rights,they have responsibilities.A government of the people demands constant vigilance and support by the people.

Citizens are therefore expected to perform the following responsibilities in a democracy.

1.A citizen in a democracy should have a duty to vote.

2.A citizen should be willing to pay taxes,since without taxes to fund a democratic government,there would be no democracy.

3.A good citizen must have a duty to obey the law.

4.A good citizen must refrain from uttering destructive criticism but must be prepared to offer constructive alternative s to government policies.

5.A good citizens must refrain from interference with the rights of others members of the community.

