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ASSIGNMENT
DO A TWO PAGE REVIEW ON 
CHAPTER 7, “POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN NIGERIA,” IN 
SALIENT ISSUES IN 
GOVERNMENT AND NIGERIAʼS 
POLITICS.
DO A TWO PAGE REVIEW OF 
CHAPTER 8, CITIZENS ROLE IN 



A DEMOCRACY, IN SALIENT 
ISSUES IN GOVERNMENT AND 
NIGERIAʼS POLITICS
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 7; POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN NIGERIA.
 Politic(l p(rties (re essenti(l 
fe(tures of politics in the modern 
er( of m(ss/people p(rticip(tion. 
They help to keep governments 
(ccount(ble to public opinion. 
Also they help the government to 
m(int(in its hold on power. 
P(rties c(n be considered (nd 
essenti(l politic(l (gency. It w(s 
first developed in the 19th 
century.
 
Conceptu(l Cl(rific(tion of the 



Ide( of Politic(l P(rty.
To R.G Gettel, “politic(l p(rty is ( 
group of citizens more or less 
org(nized, who (ct (s ( politic(l 
unit (nd who by the use of 
politic(l power (im (t controlling 
the government (nd c(rrying out 
its gener(l policies”.
To Herm(n Finer, “politic(l p(rty 
is (n org(nized body with 
volunt(ry membership, its 
concerted energy being 
employed in the pursuit of 
politic(l power”
To Agb(je, “politic(l p(rty is ( 
group of persons bonded in 
policy (nd opinion in support of ( 
gener(l politic(l c(use, which 
essenti(lly is the pursuit, c(pture 
(nd retention, for (s long (s 
democr(tic(lly fe(sible, of 
government (nd its offices.
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF 
POLITICAL PARTY
1. It c(ptures government(l 
powers through constitution(l 



me(ns.
2. It must be n(tion(l minded.
3. It h(s m(nifestoes th(t guide 
their conduct during (nd (fter 
winning elections.
4. They (re guided by p(rty 
constitution.
5. They (lw(ys (dopt ( bro(d 
principle of public policy.
 
TYPES OF POLITICAL PARTIES
1. Elitist/C(dre P(rties
2. M(ss P(rties
3. Ideologic(l P(rties
4. Broker P(rties
5. Ch(rism(tic or Person(lity 
P(rties
FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL 
PARTY
1. Politic(l mobiliz(tion (nd 
recruitment
2. Politic(l educ(tion
3. Politic(l represent(tion
4. Interest (ggreg(tion
5. Politic(l st(bility
6. Conflict m(n(gement (nd 
politic(l integr(tion



7. Org(niz(tion of government.
8. Provision of (ltern(tive 
government (nd policies
9. Elector(l competition (nd 
govern(nce
10. Go(l form(tion
POLITICAL PARTIES IN NIGERIA
• E(rly politic(l p(rties; NNDP 
(1923), NYM (1934), NCNC 
(1944).
• Politic(l p(rties in Nigeri(: 
1950-1966; AG, NPC (1951), 
NEPU (1950), UMBC (1955), 
UNIP.
PROBLEMS THAT CONFRONTED 
PRE-INDEPENDENCE POLITICAL 
PARTIES
1. The politic(l p(rties were 
without n(tion(l outlook.
2. They pl(ced more emph(sis on 
person(lities r(ther th(n issues.
3. Politic(l p(rty defection 
we(kened or led to the coll(pse 
of politic(l p(rties during this er(.
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE 
SECOND REPUBLIC IN NIGERIA
• NPN



• GNPP
• NPP
• PRP
• UPN
• NAP
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE 
THIRD REPUBLIC NIGERIA
• SDP
• NRC
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE 
FOURTH REPUBLIC
• AD
• APP
• PDP
• ANPP, ETC
CONCLUSION
From the look of things Nigeri( 
h(s gone ( long w(y in g(ining 
politic(l p(rties but the question 
is c(n they be cl(ssified (s 
politic(l p(rties or money 
l(undering m(chines?
 

 


