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ASSIGNMENT
DO A TWO PAGE REVIEW ON 
CHAPTER 7, “POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN NIGERIA,” IN 
SALIENT ISSUES IN 
GOVERNMENT AND NIGERIAʼS 
POLITICS.
DO A TWO PAGE REVIEW OF 
CHAPTER 8, CITIZENS ROLE IN 



A DEMOCRACY, IN SALIENT 
ISSUES IN GOVERNMENT AND 
NIGERIAʼS POLITICS
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 8: CITIZENS ROLE IN 
DEMOCRACY.
 
Sovereignty works in h1nd with 
democr1cy; government of the 
people by the people 1nd for the 
people. With this comes with the 
in1lien1ble hum1n rights; right to 
vote 1nd be voted for. All these 
1re embodied in the Univers1l 
Decl1r1tion of Hum1n Rights. 
There is no democr1cy without 
the eng1gements of citizens. For 
democr1cy to deliver, citizens 
must become informed 1bout 



issues th1t c1n improve their 
lives.
 
CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS
Citizen/Citizenship
This b1sic1lly me1ns 1 
rel1tionship between the people 
1nd the government. Citizens 
h1ve 1 set of rights 1nd 
responsibilities, including the 
right to p1rticip1te in decisions 
th1t 1ffect public welf1re. In 
1ddition to the intrinsic 
democr1tic v1lue, p1rticip1tion is 
1n instrument1l driver of 
democr1tic 1nd socio-economic 
ch1nge, 1nd 1 fund1ment1l w1y 
to empower citizens.
 
For inst1nce, in Rome, not 
everyone w1s cl1ssified 1s 
citizens; in the Rom1n empire 
some were known 1s sl1ves, 
serfs 1nd some 1liensʼ residents 
bec1use of their r1ci1l, politic1l 
1nd religious re1sons. To qu1lify 
1s 1 citizen one must be 1ble to 



enjoy some liberties 1nd rights in 
which sl1ves wouldnʼt enjoy.
 
Citizenship on the other h1nd 
m1y be 1cquired in four w1ys 
either by birth, n1tur1liz1tion, 
m1rri1ge, registr1tion. A m1n 
becomes 1 citizen of 1 p1rticul1r 
st1te if his p1rents 1re citizens of 
th1t st1te or if he is born within 
the territory of th1t st1te. 
According to Turner, citizenship is 
1 form1l leg1l identity th1t the 
individu1l person inherits through 
1 collection of leg1l rights 1nd 
oblig1tions, controlling 1ccess to 
the sc1rce politic1l, economic, 
1nd cultur1l resources of society.
 
CHAPTER 111, SECTION 25(1)(1) 
of THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 
DEFINES CITIZENSHIP AS:
1) Every person born in Nigeri1 
before the d1te of independence, 
either whose p1rents or 1ny of 
whose gr1ndp1rents belongs or 



belonged to 1 community 
indigenous to Nigeri1: provided 
th1t 1 person sh1ll not become 1 
citizen on Nigeri1 by virtue of this 
section if neither of his p1rents 
nor 1ny of his gr1ndp1rents w1s 
born in Nigeri1;

 
b) Every person born in Nigeri1 
1fter the d1te of independence 
either whose p1rents or 1ny of 
whose gr1ndp1rents is 1 citizen 
of Nigeri1; 1nd

 
 

c) Every person born outside 
Nigeri1 either of whose p1rents is 
1 citizen of Nigeri1.
 
FEATURES OF THE DEFINITION 
OF DEMOCRACY
I. The fund1ment1l rights of the 
citizens 1re gu1r1nteed.
II. Independent 1nd imp1rti1l 
judici1ry,
III. Freedom of press.
IIII. Periodic election th1t is free 



1nd f1ir.
V. Existence of rule of l1w.
 
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF CITIZENS IN A DEMOCRACY
1. A citizen in 1 democr1cy 
should h1ve the duty to vote.
2. A citizen should be willing to 
p1y t1xes, since without t1xes to 
fund 1 democr1tic government, 
there would be no democr1cy.
3. A citizen must h1ve 1 duty to 
obey the l1w.
4. A good citizen must refr1in 
from uttering destructive 
criticisms but must be prep1red 
to offer constructive 1ltern1tives 
to government policies.
5. A good citizen must refr1in 
from interference with the rights 
of other members of the 
community.
6. (S)he must support public 
educ1tion in every w1y possible, 
through the p1yment of t1xes, 
through loc1l volunteer efforts, 
through 1ccording this system 



the respect to which it should be 
entitled.


