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CHAPTER7

POLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA

Politicalpartiesareessentialfeaturesofpoliticsinthemodernageofmassparticipation.Inboth

liberal-democraticandautocraticsystemofgovernment,politicalpartiesareanimportantlink

betweenthegovernmentandthepeople.APoliticalpartycanbedefinedasagroupofcitizens,more

orlessorganised,havingsomeagreementinbroadprinciplesofnationalpolicywithaneffortto

capturepoliticalpowerthroughconstitutionalmeans.Somecharacteristicsthatmakesuppolitics

includethatitsmajorfeatureistocapturegovernmentalpowerthroughconstitutionalmeansaswe

saidbeforebutthemeansmustbepeacefulandlawful,theymusthaveabroadprinciplesofpublic

policyadoptedbyitsorganisation,theymustbenational-mindedi.etakeintoconsiderationthe

interestofthenation,itshouldbeanorganisedbody,itshouldhavemanifestoeswhichguidetheir

conductduringandafterwinningelectionsandlastlytheyareguidedbypartyconstitutionwhich

directtheconductofpartyofficialsandmemberswithinandoutsidegovernment.Therearefive

typesofpoliticalparties;politicalpartiesformedbymembersofthehighclasspeopleinthesociety

(elitistparty),politicalpartiesformedbyallsectionsofthesocietyandhavewidemembership(mass

party),partiesformedwithpoliticalideologyorbenefits(ideologicalparty),partiesformswithits

membersdrawnfromupperandlowerclassofthesociety(brokersparty)andpartiesformedby

individualswithcharisma(charismaticparty).Politicalpartiesperformsdifferentfunctionswhich

includespoliticalmobilisationandrecruitment,politicaleducation,politicalrepresentation,interest

aggregation,politicalstability,conflictmanagementandpoliticalintegration,electoralcompetition

andgovernance.PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofthenationalist

consciousnessandsentiments,andnationalistmovement.Onthatnote,thefirstpoliticalparty

formedinNigeriawastheNigeriannationaldevelopmentparty(NNDP)in1923,itwasledbyHerbert

macaulayasthefatherofNigeriannationalism.Thepartywasexclusivelybasedinlagosanditwonall

threeseatsallocatedtolagosinthelegislativecouncilintheelectionsof1923,1928and1933.The

Nigerianyouthmovement(NYM)wasformedin1934byagroupofNigeriansledbyernestikoli,Samuel

akinsanyaandDr.J.CVaughan.TheNationalcouncilofNigerianandCameroon(NCNC)wasformedin

1944.ItwaslaterrenamednationalconventionofNigeriancitizenswhenCameroonsbrokeawayfrom

Nigeria.TheNCNCwasthefirstpoliticalpartytobeorganisedtoseektotalindependenceinNigeria.

ItsfirstpresidentandgeneralsecretarywereHerbertmacaulayandNnamdiAzikiwerespectively.The

partywasthemajorNigerianpartyuntil1950.NnamdiAzikiwebecameitspresidentin1946after



HerbertMacaulay’sdeath.Twomajorpoliticalpartiesemergedbetween1950and1951.Thesewerethe

actiongroup(AG)andnorthernpeople’scongress(NPC).TheactiongroupwasheadedbyObafemi

Awolowo,itsmainaimwastoprovideleadershipandcapturepoliticalpowerinthewesternregion.

Thenorthernpeoples’congress(NPC)emergedfromthejam’iyyamutaneinArewa.Themainpurposeof

thepartywascombatingignorance,injustice,idlenessinthenorth.Butsomeproblemsconfronted

thesepre-independenceparties,someoftheminclude;theywerewithoutnationaloutlook,they

placesmoreemphasisonpersonalitiesratherthanissues,politicalpartiesdefectionledtothe

collapseofpoliticalpartiesduringthisera.ThebanonpoliticswasliftedinSeptember1978.Following

thatabout53politicalassociationssoughttocontestthe1979generalelections,Fiveofthese

associationwereregisteredbythefederalelectoralcommission.Thesewerethenationalpartyof

Nigeria(NPN),theNigerianpeople’sparty(NPP),thegreatNigerianspeople’sparty(GNPP),thepeople’s

redemptionparty(PRP)andtheunitypartyofNigeria(UPN).Asixthpartywasalsoregistered,the

Nigerianadvanceparty(NAP)tocontestthe1983elections.GeneralIbrahimbabangidapromulgated

thetransitiontocivilruledecreethroughwhichtwopoliticalpartieswereregisteredinaccordance

withtheconstitutionofthefederalrepublicofNigeria.Forthefirsttime,Nigeriahadaconstitutional

twopartysystem.Thetwoparties,thesocialdemocraticparty(SDP)andthenationalrepublican

convention(NRC)wereestablishedbythegovernment.Threepoliticalpartieswereregisteredin

preparationtowardsthefourthrepublicin1998;thealliancefordemocracy(AD),allpeoplesparty

(APP)whichin2002changeditsnametoallNigeriapeople’sparty(ANPP)andthepeople’sdemocratic

party(PDP).PDPwonthepresidentialelectionin1999andmaintaineditsstrongholdonthepresidency

forsixteenyears.Asthingsstandnow,Nigeria’spoliticalpartiesfacessomechallengesthattheyare

yettoovercome.First,thereisanextremelyhighlevelofcorruptionwhichhasmadepoliticsa

competitivegame.Second,theregulatoryframeworkfortheestablishmentofpartiesshouldbe

changedsothatnewpartiesdonothavetoforgecoalitionsofthewealthyasabasisfortheir

registration.TheaimofmostNigerianpartieshavebeenthedevelopmentofanationalsystemof

sharingthenationalcakeasasystemofpatronageandthereisneedtoarrestthistrendandmake

politicalpartiestobedirectedatfosteringcohesionamongNigeriansandengenderingthe

developmentofNigeria.


