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Chapter8

Thechapterseekstoemphasizeandenlightenontherolesofthecitizensunderademocracy.Thisis

becausethesystemofdemocracyisonmadeforthepeople;accordingtoAbrahamLincoln,ita

governmentofthepeople,bythepeopleandforthepeople.Inessenceitmeansthatthegovernment

belongstothepeopleaswellastheelections.Itisasystem whichcanonlybeeffectiveand

successfulifbackedupwiththeparticipationofthecitizensactivelyinpoliticalmatters.Thechapter

wantstoexplainthatcitizensmustbeinformedabouttheissuesaffectingthemasapeopletobe

abletoactivelyparticipate,anditalsobringstolightthemultiplebarrierswhichcanhindera

successfuldemocracy.Itcentersoneducationalsowhichwouldgivebirthtoinformedcitizenswhich

wouldinturnactaschecksonthegovernment.Itisfocusedonthesymbioticrelationshipbetween

democracy,thecitizens,andthestate’sdevelopmenttotheeffectthatcitizen’sgovernment,madeby

thecitizensforthecitizenryiscalleddemocracyanditistheinvolvementoractiveparticipationsof

thepeopleingovernancethatbringsaboutdevelopment.InancientRome,itwasconsidereda

privilegedstatustobecalledcitizen,becausethestatuswasnotaccordedtoallinhabitantsofthe

RomanEmpire.Slaves,serfsandalienresidentsweredepravedofthetitleforracial,political,and

socialreasons.Butovertime,modernstatesandcitieshaveconferredthetitleofbeingacitizenon

practicallytheirentirepopulation,givingthem rights,duties,andresponsibilitiestofulfilltheir

potential.Thechapterstatesthatthedefinitionofcitizenshipissubjective,meaningitmeans

differentthingstodifferentpeople.ThechapterhighlightstwodefinitionsbyTurnerandBrannan.

Citizenshipofastatemaybeacquiredbyanyoffourways;birth,naturalization,honorarymeansand

bydualcitizenship.Butthechapterfocusesonthefirsttwo;birthandnaturalization.Birthmeansto

bebornwithintheterritoryofthestate.Thisisafundamentalaspectofbeingacitizeninmost

countriesorstates.Ontheotherhandtheprocessofvoluntarilychangingone’scitizenshiptothat

ofanothercountryiscallednaturalization.Theconditionunderwhichnaturalizationisconferred

variesfromcountrytocountry.InNigeria,Chapter111,section25:1(a)oftheConstitutionofthe

FederalRepublicofNigeriaholdsthedefinitionofcitizenshipwhileSection26(1)toSection32

stipulatesconditionforwhichapersonapersontryingtonaturalizemightfulfillbeforehe/shecanbe



registeredasacitizenofNigeria.

Therearethreepartsofcitizenshipwhichare:civilcitizenship,politicalcitizenshipandsocial

citizenship.Thecivilreferstotherightsnecessarytoprotectindividualliberty;thepoliticalis

associatedwithparticipationinthedemocraticexerciseofpoliticalpower,eitherasamemberofa

politicalcommunity,orasindividualelectedbythemembersofsuchacommunity;andthesocial

embodiestheclaimthatcitizensoughttohaveaccesstothoseresourcesthatallowthemtolivea

civilizedexistenceinaccordancewiththestandardsprevailinginsociety.Thechapterholdsthat

citizenshipisaboutwillingtocontributetosocialactionaswellaspoliticaldebate.Itisarguedthat

theinvolvementmustspeakofpublic-mindednessandhaveapurposebeyondthatofasmallgroupof

people.OnthisnoteGloverpositsthattherearethreedimensionstoactivecitizenshipandtheyare

ethicalcitizenship,integrativecitizenshipandeducativecitizenship.Thechapteralsoeducateson

citizen’srights.Itdefinesarightasaprivilegeorprerogativeconferredbylawuponapersonora

group.Rightsandlibertiesarethegroundworkofthestatebutarenotabsolutesincetheyare

limitedbytherightsofothercitizensinthestate.A privilegewhichisexpressedwithina

constitutionisknownasacivilrightandcrimesagainstthecivilrightsofanindividualormoreare

entitledredressinthecourtoflaw.ExamplesofcivilrightsinNigeriaarerighttolife,righttowork,

righttofreedomofreligionamongstOthers.ThenworddemocracywasderivedfromtheGreekword

“demos”meaningpeopleand“kratos”meaningrulei.e.rulebythepeople.ItoriginatedfromAncient

Greeceasdidmanyotherpoliticalconcepts.Hereeverycitizenwasexpectedtoparticipateinthe

runningofthegovernmentandthiswascalledadirectdemocracy.TheGreekdemocracywaslimited

becauselaborers,slavesandalienswerenotallowedtoparticipateastheywerenotentitled.Theidea

thateverymanshouldbeallowedtoparticipatetherunningofhis/herstatewasfirstpropoundedin

the17th centuryaftertheGreatCivilWarinEngland.Followingthat,therewereanumberof

advocatesoftheconceptforgovernmentbased consent,thentheideasofrepresentative

governmentorindirectgovernmentsassociatedwithwaysofdeterminingwhoshallgovernandto

whatendshe/sheshallrule.Abraham Lincolnwasabigadvocatefortheconceptofdemocracy.

Accordingtohimitwasdesignedtorepresentthecommonwillofthecitizenry;sovereignty.The

chapteralsohighlightedfeaturesofdemocracysuchasfreedomofthepress,existenceofruleoflaw,

independentandimpartialjudiciaryamongstothers.Citizensinademocracynotonlyhaverights

givenandprovidedforbythestatebuttheyalsohaveresponsibilitiesanddutieswhichtheyperform

inturnforthestate.Agovernmentofthepeoplerequiresconstantvigilanceandsupportbythe

people.Fordemocracytosucceed,citizensmustbeactive,notpassive,becausetheyknowthatthe

successorfailureoftheirgovernmentistheirresponsibilityandnooneelse’s.Inturngovernment

officialsunderstandthatallcitizensmustbetreatedequally.Someresponsibilitiescitizensare

expectedtoperformareasfollows;thedutytovote;mustbewillingtopaytaxes;dutytoobeythe

law;refrainfromutteringdestructivecriticisms,butshouldinsteadofferconstructivealternativesof

governmentpolicies;mustrefrainfrom interferencewiththerightsofothermembersofthe

community;andmustsupportpubliceducationinanywaypossibleforitisthefoundationof

democracy.


