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Therearemanydefinitionsofpoliticalpartiesasthepoliticalthinkers.According
toAgbaje,apoliticalpartyisagroupofpersonsbondedinpolicyandopinioninsupport
ofageneralpoliticalcause,whichessentiallyisthepursuit,captureandretentionforas



longasdemocraticallyfeasibleofgovernmentanditsoffices.Someofthepolitical
thinkerswhodefinedpoliticalpartyareR.GGettel,HermanFiner,andtherestofthem
all.

Somecharacteristicsofpoliticalpartiesare:

 Politicalpartycapturegovernmentalpowerthroughconstitutionalmeanswhich
mustbepeacefulandlawful.

 Theyhavepartymanifestoeswhichguidetheirconductduringandafterwinning
elections.

 Theyareguidedbypartconstitutionwhichdirecttheconductofpartyofficials
andmemberswithinandoutsidegovernment.

 Theymustbenational-minded.

 Theyshouldbeanorganizedbody.

Typesofpoliticalpartiesare:

 Cadreparties:Thistypeofpoliticalpartydrawsitsmembershipfrom thehighest
echelonofsocialhierarchyinacountrye.g.doctors,lawyers,lecturersetc.

 Massparties:Thistypeofpoliticalpartydrawsitsmembershipfrom allsections
ofthesocietyandhavewidemembership.

 Ideologicalparty:Thistypeofpoliticalpartyisformedwithpoliticalideology

 Brokerparty:Thistypeofpoliticalpartyisformedwithmembersdrawnfrom
upperandlowerclassesofthesociety.

 Charismaticparty:Thistypeofpoliticalpartisformedbyindividualswith
charisma.

Functionsofpoliticalpartyare:

 Politicalmobilization.

 Politicaleducation.

 Politicalstability.

 Organizationofgovernment.

 Goalformation.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofthe
nationalistconsciousnessandsentimentsandnationalistmovements.The
NationalcongressofBritishWestAfricanterritorieswasformedin1920,the



WestAfricanstudentsUnionin1925andthelagosYouthMovementin
1934.HerbertMacaulay,H.ODavies,ErnestIkoli,NnamdiAzikiwe,Obefemi
AwolowoandothersareprecursorsofpoliticalpartiesinNigeria,wereinthe
forefrontofpoliticalactivitiesandpartyformationinthe1920sandthereafter.
WehavetheCliffordconstitutionof1922,theRichardconstitutionof1946,the
Macphersonconstitutionof1956andtherestofthem all.

Earlypoliticalparties1920-1950.

TheNigeriaDevelopment(PartyNNDP)wasregardedasthefirstpolitical
partythatwasformedinNigeria.TheelectiveprincipleintroducedbyClifford
constitutionof1922gaverisetotheformationofNNDPin1923,NNDPwasled
byHerbertMacaulayregardedasthefatherofNigeriannationalism.Theparty
wasformedmainlybyitsleadersanditspoliticalactivitiesandcampaignswere
aidedbyanewspapercalledLagosDailyNewslaunchedin1925.NCNCwas
formedin1944.Itwaslaterre-namedtheNationalConventionofNigeriacitizen
in1960whensomepartsCameroonsbrokeawayfrom Nigeria.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeria1950-1966.

Twomajorpoliticalpartiesemergedbetween1950and1951.Theseare
theActionGroup(AG)andtheNorthernpeople’sCongress(NPC).TheAG
emergedfrom theEgbeOmoOduduwawhichwasformedin1945andhadits
leaderinthepersonofObafemiAwolowoandthemainreasonofAGwasto
provideleadershiptoandcapitalpoliticalpowerintheWesternregion.The
Northernpeople’scongressemergedfrom thejam’iyyaMutaneinArewaofwhich
itsmainpurposewascombatingignorance,idleness,injusticeinthenorthern
regionandcontrolofthegovernmentintheNorth.

Challengesofpre-independencepoliticalparties

 Thepoliticalpartieswerewithoutnationaloutlook.

 Theyplacedmuchemphasisonpersonalitiesratherthanissues.

 Politicalpartydefectionwasweakenedetc.

PoliticalpartiesinthesecondrepublicinNigeria

TheunitypartywasanoffshootoftheActionGroupandtheaimsofthe
UPNwereembodiedinitsfourcardinalpointprogrammeswhichwerefree
educationatalllevels,freehealthservicesforalltheable-bodiedandcitizensfull
andgainfulemploymentforalltheablebodiedandintegratedruraldevelopment.
AnotherpartywasthatofNigeriapeople’sParty(NPP)whichrecarnatedfrom
NCNC.Theiraim istoworkistoworktowardsfullemploymentforallNigerians
andtopromoteeconomic,socialandpoliticalequalityofallsectionsofthe
country,thepartywonthreegubernatorialelectionandcontrolledthreestates



namelyImo,AnambraandPlateau.

PoliticalpartiesinthethirdRepublicNigeria.

GeneralIbrahim Babangidapromulgatedthetransitiontocivilruledecree
throughwhichtwopoliticalpartieswhereregisteredinaccordancewiththe
constitutionofthefederalRepublicofNigeria.ExamplesofthepartiesareSocial
DemocraticParty(SDP)andtheNationalRepublicanconvention(NRC).

PoliticalpartyintheFourthRepublic.

ExamplesofpoliticalpartiesareActionAlliance(AA),AllGrandAlliance
Party(AGAP),AllprogressiveGrandAlliance(APGA)AllianceforDemocracy(AD)
GreenPartyofNigeria(GPN)

Inconclusion,Nigeriaisfacedwithpoliticalpartiesproblem ofwhichthe
levelcorruptionisveryhighwhichmadepoliticsacompetitivebusiness
alongsidewiththeaim orpoliticalprojectofmostNigerianpartieshasbeenthe
developmentof“nationalcake”asasystem ofpatronage.Howeverthereisneed
tocurbthistrendinotherforthegoodofourcountry,Nigeria.


