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                                                                  QUESTION

      Do a two page review of Chapter 8, Citizens Role in a Democracy, In Salient issues in Government and Nigeria's Politics

                                                                   ANSWER

           In this chapter, the Citizens Roles in a Democracy is elaborately discussed. The term citizen has an inherently political meaning that implies a certain type of relationship between the people and government. Citizens have a set of rights and responsible, including the right to participate in decisions that affect public welfare. In addition to the intrinsic democratic value, participation is an instrumental driver of democratic and socioeconomic change, and a fundamental wat to empower citizens. Citizenship of a state maybe acquired either by birth or by naturalization. A man becomes a citizen of a particular state if his parents are citizens of that state or if he is born within the territory of the state. Citizenship determined by the place if birth is fundamental in the laws of most countries. Chapter 111, section 25: 1(a) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria defines Citizenship. Section 26(1) to section 32 also stipulates the conditions which any person that is trying to naturalise must fulfill before he or she can be registered as a citizen of Nigeria.

           Citizenship can be perceived to be made up of, or be divided into Civil Citizenship, Political Citizenship, and Social Citizenship. Civil Citizenship refers to the rights necessary to protect individual liberty (e.g, freedom of speech, justice, the freedom to conclude valid contract); Political Citizenship is associated with participation in the democratic exercise of political power, either as a member of a political community (e.g, a voter) or an individual elected by the members of such a community (e.g., a politician); Social Citizenship embodies the claim that citizens ought to have access to those resources that allow them to live a civilized existence in accordance with the standards of prevailing in society. However, as with so many other concepts, citizenship does not have just one definition, it means different things to different people. For example, Brannan et.al. argue that the concept of citizenship holds that citizenship is not solely comprised of passive membership of a political entity, but that being active is an essential of being a citizen. Citizenship is about being willing to contribute to social action as well as to political debate, to be willing to get involved.

          However, there are broader definitions and perceptions of citizenship as well, as shown by Glover, who argues that there are three dimensions of active citizenship: ethical citizenship, integrative citizenship and educative citizenship. Ethical citizenship understands active participation in a collective strive towards the public good as an essential feature of citizenship. Integrative citizenship needs engagement in a wide sphere of participation that can go beyond formal political practices and institutions. Educative citizenship, on it part according to Dagger refers to the process that develops a moral, practical, and intellectual sense of self in individuals when they practice their citizenship. Kenny, a community development practitioner, argues that contemporary constructions of citizenship can be understood by differentiating passive from active citizenship. The former refers to the rights and duties given to the citizens from above ( the state), and is hence bases on notions of social justice. To ensure full citizenship, people must be empowered to participate in the continual process of shaping their society, their communities, and their identities.  Individual's rights and liberties are the groundwork of the state since it exists to enable men to live and develop fully . In order to let the citizens have a share in the running of his or her government, a group of rights is very essential. These rights are not absolute since they are limited by the rights of other citizens in the state. Important civil rights accorded Nigerian citizens in it's Constitution include: right to life, right to work, right to freedom of religion, right to education, right to association and right to freedom of speech among others. 

        Democracy in it etymological sense establishes that it is derived from the Greek word "demos" meaning people and "kratos" meaning rule, that is rule by the people. The concept of democracy, like many other political concepts first originated from Ancient Greece where in the city states, citizens were free to meet frequently in assemblies which had the power to make laws. Abraham Lincoln, former American President, perceived democracy as the government of the people, by the people and for the people. Since there is no single definition of democracy however, what can be deduced from the various definitions of democracy are: the fundamental human rights of the citizens is guaranteed, independent and impartial judiciary, existence of the rule of law, freedom of press and periodic elections that is free and fair. While the state provides rights and liberties, all citizens have duties to the state. Democratic citizens recognize that they not only have rights, they have responsibilities. They recognize that democracy requires an investment of time and hard work. A government of the people demands constant vigilance and support by the people. Citizens are therefore expected to perform the following responsibilities in a democracy: a citizen in a democracy should have the duty to vote, a citizen should be willing to pay taxes, a good citizen must have a duty to obey the law, a good citizen must refrain from uttering destructive criticisms and finally a good citizen must refrain from interference with the rights of other members of the community. 

            In conclusion, Democracy is a system of government where the citizens directly elect the government by voting. It is also defined as the system of government by the people, of the people and for the people. Citizens play an important role in democracy. There would probably be no Democracy without the co-operation and commitment of citizens. Democracy assures basic fundamental rights for citizens like the right to vote, right to liberty, right to practice any religion, right to information. At the same time, while being critical, citizens must also not lose sight of the pursuit of public interest. A positive attitude should be maintained with development of the state being the priority. 

