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CHAPTER8

CITIZENSROLESINDEMOCRACY

Citizenshavetherighttotakepartintheirgovernmentbychoosingtheirsystems

throughgenuineelectionstodeterminewhowilllegitimatelyoccpygovernmentaloffices.

italsocapturesthefoundationforthefamousformulationthatdemocraticgovernment

isofthepeople,bythepeopleandforthepeoplewhichmeansgovernmentspurposes

belongtothepeopleandtheelectionsbelongtothepeople,thereisnodemocracy

withouttheengagementofthecitizens.Fordemocracytodeliver,citizensmustbecome

informedaboutissuesthatcanimprovetheirlives,forthem tobeinformedtheyneed

accurateandtimelyinformation,particularlygovernmentheldinformation.Accessto

informationisessentialtoaninformedcitizenry,thisiswhytransperencyisanecessity

fordemocracy.

Barrierstocitizenparticipationaremultipleineverycountryforfullcitizenshipto

beachieved,wemustremovethesebarriersifnotuniversalandequalsuffrageis

essetiallydeniedandgovernmentcredibilityisundetermined.Citizensthereforeneed

knowledgetomakedecisionsaboutpolicychoicesandtheproperuseofauthority.Thus,

thereisasymbioticrelationshipbetweendemocracy,thecitizensandstate

development.

Citizen/Citizenship-Theterm citizenhasaninherentlypoliticalmeaningthat

impliesacertainrelationshipbetweenthepeopleandthegovernment.Citizenshavea

setofrightsandreponsibilitiesincludingtherighttoparticipateindecisionsthataffect

publicwelfsre.InRomethepriviledgetobecalledacitizenwasntgiventoanyonebutin

themodernstatesconfercitizensonpracticallytheirwholeresidentsorpopulations.

Citizenshipofastatemayberequiredeitherbybirthornaturalization.Amanwho

becomesacitizenofaparticularstateifhusparentsarecitizensofthatstate.Onthe

otherhand,theprocesswherebythecitizenvoluntarilychangeshis/hercitizenshipofa

statetoanotherstateisknownasnaturalization.Ssection26(1)tosection32also

stipulatestheconditionswhichanypersonthatistryingtonaturalisemustfulfilbefore

heorshecanberegisteredasacitizenofNigeria.

Citizenshipcanbedividedintocivil,politicalandsocialcitizenship,Civilcitizenship

referstotherightsnecessarytoprotectindividualrights,necessarytoprotectindividual

liberty,politicalcitizenshipisassociatedwiththeparticipationinthedemocratic

exerciseofpoliticalpower,eitherasamemberofapoliticalcommunityandsocial



citizenshipembodiesthatclaim thatcitizensoughttohaveaccesstothoseresources

thatallowthem liveacivilizedexistence.Citizenshipmeansdifferentthingstodifferent

people.Forexample,Brannanet.al(2006:55)arguesthatcitizenshipisnotsolely

comprisedofpassivemembershipbutbeingactiveisaanessentialofbeingacitizen.

Forthem activecitizenshipissomeonewhovolunteersinpublicserviceprovision.

Glover(2007:18)whoarguesthattherearethreedimensionsofactivecitizenship;

ethical,integrativeandeducative.Ethicalcitizenshiounderstandsthatactive

participationasastrivetowardsthepublicgoodasaanessentialfeatureofcitizenship.

Integrativecitizenshipneedsengagementinawidesphereofparticipationthatcango

beyondformalpoliticalpartiesandinstitutions.Educativecitizenshipreferstothe

processthatdevelopsmoral,practicalandintellectualsenseofselfinindividualswhen

theypracticetheircitizenship.

Citizenrights-Arightmaythereforebedefinedasapriviledgeorprerogative

conferredbylawuponapersonorgroup.whenapriviledgeisexpressedwithinthe

frameworkoftheconstitutionorstateitbecomesacivilright.Ifthecivilrightare

invadedbyanoyherpersonorthegovernment,heisentititledtoseekredressinthecourt

oflaw.

Democracy-Theworddemocracyisderivedfrom thegreekword"demos"

meaningpeopleand"kratos"meaningrulethatis"rulebythepeople".Abraham lincoln,

formerpresidentpercieveddemocracyasthegovernmentofthepeoplebythepeople

andforthepeople.Somefeaturesofdemocracyare:

-Thefundamentalrigghtsofthecitizensisguaranteed

-Independentandimpartialjudiciary

-Existenceoftheruleoflaw

-Freedom ofpress

-Periodicelectionthatisfreeandfair

Dutiesandresponsibilitiesofcitizensinademocracy

-Acitizeninademocracymusthavetherighttovote

-Acitizenshouldbewillingtopaytaxesandbeabletofundthegovernment

-Agoodcitizenmusthavethedutytoobrythelaw

-Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom interferencewiththerightsofothermemebersofthe

community

-Heorshemustsupportpubliceducatonineverywaypossible

Incoclusion,Democracyisasystem ofgovernmentwherethecitizenselecttheir



governmentbyvoting.Itisconsideredasthebestform ofgovernmentinthismodern

era.Citizensmustdoeverythingtosavedemocracyasitisaplusforcitizensthatare

borninademocraticcountry.Citizensplayanimportantroleindemocracyanda

positiveattitudeshouldbemaintainedwithdevelopmentofthestatebeingtheprority.


