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CHAPTER7

PoliticalPartiesInNigeria

PoliticalPartiesareveryimportantinthemodernageformassparticipation.Itisan

importantlinkbetweengovernmentandthepeople.Itisaninventionthtfirstdeveloped

inthe19thcenturywhereelectionsareheldinvolvinglargenumberofvoters.Political

Partieshavemanyotherusesotherthanforelections.Thefirstelectoraldemocracywas

intheUnitedStates,thedemocraticpartyistheoldestpoliticalpartyintheworld.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofnationalistconsciousne

andsentiments.

ConceptualClarifiationoftheideaofPoliticalParty

TherearemanydefinitionsofpoliticalpartiesaccordingtoR.GGettel,politicalpartyisa

groupofcitizensmoreorlessorganized,whoactsasapoliticalunitandwhobytheuse

ofpoliticalpoweraim atcontrollingthegovernmentandcarryingoutgeneralpolicies.A

politicalpartyisagroupofofficialsorwouldbeofficialswhoarelinkedwithasizable

groupofcitizensintoanorganisation,aChiefobjectofthisorganisationistoensure

thatitsofficialsattainpower.

SomeCharacteristicsofPoliticalpartyaretocaptureGovernmentalpowerthrough

constitutionalmeansnotbyvoilentorunlawfulmeans

1.Theyalsohaveabroadprinciplesofpublicpolicyadoptedbyitsorganisationwhichis

referredtoaspartyideology

2.Itshouldalsobeanorganizedbodybecauseitcanonlyderivestrengthfrom an

effectiveorganisationalstructure

3.EverypoliticalPartyshouldbenationalmindedi.earmsandfunctionitmusttakeinto

considerationtheinterestofthenation.

4.Ithaspartymanifestoeswichguidetheirconductduringandafterelections.

TypespfPoliticalPartieare;

Elictist/CadreParties:Itdrawsitmembershipfrom thehighestelectionofsocial

hierachyinthecountry.



MassParties:Irdrawsitsmemebershipfrom allsectionsofthesocietyandhavewide

membership

IdeologicalParty:Itisformedwithpoliticalideologyorbenefitsfrom thebasesofthe

party.

BrokerParty:Itformedwithitsmembersdrawsfrom theupperandlowerclaasesofthe

society.

FunctionsAre;

-Politicaleducation

-politicalstability

-organisationofgovernment

-politicalrepresentation

-goodformation

PoliticalPartiesinNigeria

AccordingtoIkelegbe,nationalistsagitatorsformedgroupsandassoiciations,to

organiseagainstcolonelmisrulethusforthispurposemanypartieswereformed.The

CliffordConstitutionof1922.provided4electiveseatsinitslegislativecouncilwhilethe

Richardconstitutionof1946retainedthe4electiveseatsandestablishedregional

assemblies.Wehavetheearlypoliticialparties;1920-1950,whichconsistsofthe

NigerianNaionalDevelopmentParty(NNDP)anditwasfirstregardedasoneofthefirst

politicialpartywhichwasintroducedbythecliffordconstitutionof1922NNDPwasled

bytheHerbertMacaulay.ThispartywwonthreeseatsallocatedtoLagosinthe

Legislativecouncil.AnotherpartywastheNigerianyouthmovementformedin!934,next

wastheNationalConventionofNigerianCitizenin1960politicialpartiesinNigeria

between1950-1966twomajorpoliticalpartieemergedbetween1950and1951which

areActiongroupandnorthern'speoplecongress.

SomeProblemsthatconfrontedpre-independencepoiliticialpartisare;

1.TheyarewithoutNationalOutlook.

2.ThePoliticalPartiesplacedmustemphasisonpersonalitiesrstherthanissues.

3.Politicialpartiesdefectionweakenedorledtothecollapseofpoliticalpartiesinthe

era.

PoliticalPartiesinTheSecondRepublic

AfterthebanwasliftedonSept1978,53associationssoughttocontestte1979general



elections.Fiveofthem weretheNPN,NPP,GNPP,PRPandtheUPN.TheNPNwonthe

electionandruledthecountryfor4yearsand3months.UPNwasastrongopposition

partytotheNPN.

Politicalpartiesinthethirdrepublic

In1989,forthefirsttimeNigeriahadaconstitutionaltwopartysystem.Thetwoparties,

theSocialDemocraticParty(SDP)andtheNationalRepublicanConventionwere

establishedbytheGovernment.TheNRCwasregisteredthroughtheapprovalofthe

Armedforcesrulingcouncil.

Politicalpartiesinthefourthrepulic

Threepoliticalpartieswereregisteredinpreparationforthefourthrepublicin1998by

theINECamongseverepoliticalassociationsthatstruggledforregistrationaspolitical

parties.

ThenamesofthergisteredpartiesareAlliancefordemocracy,Allpeoplesparty,Peoples

democraticparty.ThePDPwonthepresidentialelectionsin1999andmaintainedits

presidencyfor16years.Inconclusionmostpartyleadersseetheirpoliticalpartyactivity

asameanstofurthertheirbusinessinterests,thisneedstobestoppedtoencourage

thedevelopmentofNigeria.


