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A Review on Political Parties in Nigeria.

INTRODUCTION

Political parties are an important feature of politics as it helps to create a link and foster communication between the government and the people. It was developed in the nineteenth(19th) century in response to the last number of voters during elections. The political party was an idea developed by politicians with the aim of helping themselves and like-minded friends to get elected but as time went on, political parties were seen to have various uses hence, it became an omnipresent feature in politics. The first modern electoral democracy was the United States of America and it was here that the first parties were developed. Democratic Party is the oldest party and it was made in the 1820s where well organised parties were formed. In Britain, since 1867 where there was a widespread of votes, more political parties were established and in Nigeria, political parties developed following the growth of national consciousness, sentiments and nationalists' movements in the 1920s.

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION OF THE IDEA OF POLITICAL PARTY

The concept of politics has a lot of definitions by various political thinkers.R.G. Gettel, defined a political party as a group of citizens more or less organised, who act as a political unit and who by  the use of political power, aim at controlling the government and carrying out its general policies. Herman Finer defined a political party as an organised body with voluntary membership with its concerted energy being employed in the pursuit of political power. Joseph LaPalombara defined a political party as a formal organisation whose self conscious, primary purpose is to place and maintain in public office a person, who will control alone or in coalition, the machinery of government. Agbaje (1999) defined political party as a group of persons bonded in policy and opinion in support of a general political cause which essentially is the pursuit, capture and retention for as long as democratically feasible, of government and its offices. Edmund Burke(1975) defined political party as a body of men united for promoting by their joint endeavours the national interests upon some particular principle in which they are all agreed. Dowse and Hughes(1972) see political parties as associations formally organised with the explicit and declare purpose of acquiring and maintaining legal control either singly or in coalition with other similar associations over the personnel and the policy of the government of an actual or prospective state. Shively (2008) defined politics as a group of officials or would be officials who are linked with a sizable group of citizens into an organisation with their chief objective which is to ensure that its attain or maintain power. With the eight definitions of politics by various political thinkers, it was concluded and inferred that a political party is a group of citizens, more or less organised, having some agreement in broad principles of national policy with an effort to capture political power by some constitutional means.

CHARACTERISTICS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

The major feature of a political party is to capture governmental power through constitutional means without the use of violent or unlawful means.They adopt broad principles of public policy known as party ideology. Itshould be an organised body as it can only derive effective organisational structure. It has party manifestos which guide their conduct during and after winning elections. They are guided by party constitution which direct the conduct of party officials and members within and outside government.

TYPES OF POLITICAL PARTIES

Elitist/Cadre Parties draws membership from the highest echelon of social hierarchy in the country. Mass Parties has wide membership as it draws its membership from all sections of the society. Ideological Party is formed with political ideology or benefits which form the bases of the party. Broker Party is formed with its members drawn from upper and lower classes of the society with the aim to reconcile conflicting interest of the rich and poor by carrying out social justice policies for all. Charismatic or Personality party is formed or led by individuals with charisma. It revolves around the personal qualities of a leader.

FUNCTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

Political parties have the functions of political mobilisation and recruitment, political education, political representation, interest aggregation, political stability, conflict management and political integration, organisation of government, provision of alternative government and policies, electoral competition and governance and goal formation.

POLITICAL PARTIES IN NIGERIA

According to Ikiegbe, nationalists agitators formed groups and associations, to organise against colonial misrule. The Nigerian National Development Party (NNDP) which was formed in 1923, was regarded as the first political party formed in Nigeria and was brought about by the introduction of Clifford's constitution of 1922. It was formed mainly by its leaders. AG and NPC were formed between 1950 and 1951. Political parties in the Second Republic in Nigeria began after the ban on politics was lifted in 1978 and thereafter six parties were formed. Political parties in the Third Republic began after General Ibrahim Babangida  promulgated the transition to civil rule after which two parties, SDP and NRC were registered in the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in 1989.The constitutions, objectives and programmes of these parties were set up by the military government. Three political parties named AD, APP which later changed its name to ANPP in 2002 and PDP were registered in preparation towards the Fourth Republic in 1998 by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) among several political associations that struggled for registration as political parties. Other registered parties include ANRP, AA, ADP, APGA, C4C, DPP, FJP, HDP, JMPP, among many.

