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A Review on Citizens Roles in a Democracy.

Introduction. 

In a democracy, the citizens have the right to make opinions, choose their government, involve in decision making concerning the state or country among many other benefits. In this system of government, the sovereignty is in the hands of the people as the authority of the government, the right to choose legitimately, those who would occupy government offices is in the hands of the citizens. Basically, the citizens are in control in a democracy. Democracy can not exist without the engagement of citizens in tangible and not abstract forms to improve the lives of the people.The engagement of the citizens ensures the good of the entire people irrespective of age, class, status, gender, ethnicity, religion or race and this can not be effective if the government does not give information on issues concerning the state. Citizens must be given the freedom to make opinions and decisions on issues regarding the state to ensure the growth and development of their polity politically, economically, socially and culturally. They also need to know how politicians intend to employ any information for the good of the entire population. If the freedom of citizens is denied by the government, universal and equal suffrage for the citizens, alongside the credibility of the government is denied.

Conceptual Clarifications.

Citizen/Citizenship: Citizenship has a political meaning which means or implies a certain type of relationship between the government and the people. Citizens have the right and responsibility of participating in decisions concerning their polity. In ancient Rome, there were different varieties of people which were the slaves, serfs, alien residents and the citizens but the only set of people that were given the rights and freedom  to participate in anything concerning Rome were the citizens. They are the ones that are given an avenue to develop their potentialities and lead a good life for the entire polity Citizenship can be acquired by birth, naturalisation, marriage, e.t.c. Citizenship can be divided into civil, political and social citizenship. The civil citizenship is the rights necessary to protect individual liberty, political citizenship is associated with participation in the democratic exercise of political power either as a voter or a politician and social citizenship is the claim that citizens ought to have access to have a civilised life or existence in order to meet up with the standards prevailing in the society. Brannan et. al  (2006:55) said that citizenship is not comprised solely of passive membership of a polity but being active is essential im being a citizen. Citizenship is all about willingness to be active in anything concerning the polity. There are three dimensions of active membership which are ethical citizenship which is a collective strive of citizens, working together for the good of all, integrative citizenship which is a wide sphere of wide participation that goes beyond formal political practices and institutions and educative citizenship which, according to Dagger(1997) is the process that develops a moral, practical and intellectual sense of self in persons when they practice their citizenship.

Citizen's Rights:

A right is a privilege or prerogative conferred by law upon a person or a group. In order for citizens to have a share in the running of the government, they should be given some liberties called rights which are very essential.Thwse rights are not absolute since they are limited by the rights of other citizens of the state. When a right is being expressed within the framework of the construction, it's a civil right; if these rights of a citizen are invaded by another cotizen, he or she is entitled to seek redress in the court of law. Some civil rights are right to life, right to freedom of religion, right to education, right to work, among others.

Democracy:

The etymology that established the word democracy is derived from a Greek word "demos meaning people and kratos meaning rule that is, rule the people".This political concept originated from Ancient Greece where citizens were free to discuss state affairs, take decisions and exercise their political rights. All citizens were expected to participation the running of the government which is called direct democracy. Greek democracy was a limited institution in that, it did not allow for labourers, slaves and aliens from exercising political rights. The idea that all  citizens irrespective of class were allowed to take part in the running of the state was advocated in England after the Civil War of the seventeenth century. In the same period, the Levellers, a radical party advocated that it is unnatural, irrational oand tyrannical for any man to rule or govern any set of people in the world without their free consent. In his Treaties on Civil Government, John Locke advocated for government based on consent. The American colonies, having rebelled against England  successfully, developed democratic ideas and institutions as a way of life and this has been spread from country to country in the western world in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Today, democracy or representative government also known as indirect government is the free discussion of political views, the right to differ concerning them and the settlement of differences by counting of votes. Abraham Lincoln stated that democracy is a government of, for and by the people. The features of democracy include: guarantee of the fundamental human rights of citizens, independent and impartial judiciary, existence of rule of law, freedom of press and periodic election that is free and fair. Some duties of citizens in a democracy includes that citizens have the duty to vote, be willing to pay taxes, have the duty to obey the law, refrain from uttering destructive criticisms on government policies, refrain from interfering with the rights of other members of the community and must support public education in every way possible through payment of taxes, local volunteer efforts and according to this system the respect that it should be entitled to.
