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QG Tl ZEN ,DEMOCRACY

The authority of government likewise derivesfromthe will of the people in their
choice of these systems, and the people have a right totake part in the government,
includingthrough genuine electionsto determine who will legitimately occupy
governmental of ficesaswell asthe fact that sovereignty residesin and flowsfromthe
people in a democracy asthey have a collective right to choose their governmental,
political and electoral systemsaspart of self- determination. These preceptsare
embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsand in modern constitutions
all over the world.

For democracy to deliver, citizens must become inf ormed about issuesthat can
improve their lives. They have the freedomto expresstheir ideas, opinions, criticisms
and even their complaintsabout what the government doesand the government is
liable torespond tocitizens viewsand thisholdsthe government accountable.
Unfortunately, there are barrierstocitizen participation and they include gender.

CQ TI ZENSHI P

The termcitizen hasan inherently political meaningthat impliesa certain type of
relationship between the people and government. Gtizenshave a set of rightsand
responsibilities, includingthe right to participate in decisionsthat af f ect public
welf are. Gtizenship of a state can be acquired either by birth.

O T1 ZENS RI GHTS

I ndividual’srightsand libertiesare the groundwork of the state since it existsto
enable men tolive and develop fully. I n order tolet the citizens, have a sharein the
runningof hisor her government, a group of rightsisvery essential. Rightsentails
some dutiesand responsibilitieson the part of every citizen.

DEMOCRACY

The word democracy isderived fromthe Greek word “demos’, meaning people and
“Kratos” meaningrule that is “rule by the people”. The concept of democracy, like
many other political conceptsfirst originated from Ancient Greece where in the city
states, citizenswere free tomeet frequently in assemblies which had the power to



make laws. | n these assemblies, citizenswere free todiscuss state affairs, take
decisionsand exercise their political rights.

The variousdef initions of democracy f eature the follonwing since thereisno
exact definition which are Freedom of press Existence of the rule of law,free
and fair election,| mpartial j udiciary

Gitizensof a country have dutiesand responsibilitiesand they are
expected to performthe following responsibilitiesin a democracy:

Duty to vote,

Willingnessto pay taxes,Duty to obey the law,Refraining f rom uttering
destructive criticismsbut rather criticize constructively, Supporting public
education in every way public.

Democracy isa system of government where the citizensdirectly elect the
government by voting. Gtizensplay an important role in democracy. There would be no
democracy without the cooperation and commitment of citizens. Gtizensalsohave a
duty tocheck that their rightsare being protected and preserved by the government,
they should also check howinstitutionslike investigating agencies, lawmaking agencies
and even civil servantsthat are put in place for the well- being of the democracy are
working



