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CITIZEN,DEMOCRACY

Theauthorityofgovernmentlikewisederivesfromthewillofthepeopleintheir
choiceofthesesystems,andthepeoplehavearighttotakepartinthegovernment,
includingthroughgenuineelectionstodeterminewhowilllegitimatelyoccupy
governmentalofficesaswellasthefactthatsovereigntyresidesinandflowsfromthe
peopleinademocracyastheyhaveacollectiverighttochoosetheirgovernmental,
politicalandelectoralsystemsaspartofself-determination.Thesepreceptsare
embodiedintheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRightsandinmodernconstitutions
allovertheworld.

Fordemocracytodeliver,citizensmustbecomeinformedaboutissuesthatcan
improvetheirlives.Theyhavethefreedomtoexpresstheirideas,opinions,criticisms
andeventheircomplaintsaboutwhatthegovernmentdoesandthegovernmentis
liabletorespondtocitizens’viewsandthisholdsthegovernmentaccountable.
Unfortunately,therearebarrierstocitizenparticipationandtheyincludegender.

CITIZENSHIP

Thetermcitizenhasaninherentlypoliticalmeaningthatimpliesacertaintypeof
relationshipbetweenthepeopleandgovernment.Citizenshaveasetofrightsand
responsibilities,includingtherighttoparticipateindecisionsthataffectpublic
welfare.Citizenshipofastatecanbeacquiredeitherbybirth.

CITIZENS’RIGHTS

Individual’srightsandlibertiesarethegroundworkofthestatesinceitexiststo
enablementoliveanddevelopfully.Inordertoletthecitizens,haveashareinthe
runningofhisorhergovernment,agroupofrightsisveryessential.Rightsentails
somedutiesandresponsibilitiesonthepartofeverycitizen.

DEMOCRACY

TheworddemocracyisderivedfromtheGreekword“demos”,meaningpeopleand
“Kratos”meaningrulethatis“rulebythepeople”.Theconceptofdemocracy,like
manyotherpoliticalconceptsfirstoriginatedfromAncientGreecewhereinthecity
states,citizenswerefreetomeetfrequentlyinassemblieswhichhadthepowerto



makelaws.Intheseassemblies,citizenswerefreetodiscussstateaffairs,take
decisionsandexercisetheirpoliticalrights.

Thevariousdefinitionsofdemocracyfeaturethefollowingsincethereisno
exactdefinitionwhichareFreedomofpress,Existenceoftheruleoflaw,free
andfairelection,Impartialjudiciary

Citizensofacountryhavedutiesandresponsibilitiesandtheyare
expectedtoperformthefollowingresponsibilitiesinademocracy:

Dutytovote,

Willingnesstopaytaxes,Dutytoobeythelaw,Refrainingfromuttering
destructivecriticismsbutrathercriticizeconstructively,Supportingpublic
educationineverywaypublic.

Democracyisasystemofgovernmentwherethecitizensdirectlyelectthe
governmentbyvoting.Citizensplayanimportantroleindemocracy.Therewouldbeno
democracywithoutthecooperationandcommitmentofcitizens.Citizensalsohavea
dutytocheckthattheirrightsarebeingprotectedandpreservedbythegovernment,
theyshouldalsocheckhowinstitutionslikeinvestigatingagencies,lawmakingagencies
andevencivilservantsthatareputinplaceforthewell-beingofthedemocracyare
working


