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CHAPTERSEVEN

Politicalpartiesareessentialfeaturesofpoliticsinthemodern

ageofmassparticipation.Theyhelptokeepgovernments

accountabletopublicopinioneveninautocraticsystem.They're

areimportantlinkbetweenthegovernmentandthepeople.It

wasfirstdevelopedinthenineteenthcenturyinresponsetothe

appearanceofelectionsinvolvinglargenumbersofvoters.Itwas

developedtohelppoliticiansandlikemindedfriendshipget

elected.

Thefirstmodernelectoraldemocracywasdevelopedinthe

UnitedStatesanditwastherethefirstpoliticalpartiesdeveloped.

AccordingtoGettelpoliticalpartiesareagroupofcitizensmore

orlessorganisedwhoactasapoliticalunitandefibytheuseof

politicalpoweraim atcontrollingthegovernmentandcarryingout

it'sgeneralpolicies.Thereareagroupofofficialsorwouldbe

officialswhoarelinkedwithasizablegroupofcitizensintoan

organisation

Characteristicsofpoliticalpartiesincludethemajororcentral

featureofpoliticalpartyistocapturegovernmentalpower

throughconstitutionalmeans,theyalwayshaveabroadprinciple

ofpublicpolicyadoptedbyitsorganisationwhichisreferredtoas



apartyideology,ithaspartymanifestoeswhichguidetheir

conductduringandafterwinningelections

Typesofpoliticalpartiesincludeelitepartieswhichdrawits

membershipfrom thehighestechelonofsocialhierarchyina

country,masspartieswhichdrawit'smembershipfrom all

sectionsofthesocietyandhavewidemembership,ideologyparty

isapoliticalpartyformedwithpoliticalideologyorbenefitswhich

form thebasisoftheparty

Functionsofpoliticalpartiesincludepoliticaleducation,

politicalrepresentation,interestaggregation,politicalstability,

organisationofgovernment,goalformation,electoral

competitionandgovernanceetc

PoliticalpartiesdevelopedinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthe

growthofthenationalistconsciousnessandsentimentsand

nationalistmovements.NNDPwasregardedasthefirstpolitical

partythatwashornedinNigeria.TheCliffordcondtitutionof1922

constitutiongsverisetoit.Twomajorpoliticalpartiesemerged

nextwhichwereactiongroupandnorthernpeoplescongresss.

Nigeriaspoliticalpartiesfacesomechallenges.Thereisan

extremelyhighlevelofcorruptionwhichhasmadepoliticsa

competitivebuisness.Thereisneedtoarrestthistrendandmake

politicalpartiestobedirectedtofosteringcohesionamong

Nigerians


