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RREVIEW OFPOLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA.‘INSALIENTISSUESINGOVERNMENTAND
NIGERIA’S

POLITICS

Politicalpartiesareessentialfeaturesofpoliticsinthemodernageofmassparticipation.In

liberaldemocraticsystems,theyhelptokeepgovernmentsaccountabletopublicopinion;evenin

autocraticsystem ofgovernment,itsaidsthegovernmentinmaintainingitsholdonpower.

ThefirstmodernelectoraldemocracywastheunitedstateofAmerica,anditwasherethatthe

firstpartiesdeveloped.Bythe1820s,therewerewell-organisedparties,andthedemocratic

party,whichcantraceitsrootsbacktotime,istheoldestpoliticalpartyintheworld.However,

politicalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofnationalistconsciousnessand

sentimentsandnationalists’movementsin1920s.

Therearemanydefinitionsofpoliticalpartiesasthepoliticalthinkers.AccordingtoR.GGettel,

“politicalpartyisagroupofcitizensmoreorlessorganized,whoactasapoliticalunitandwho

bytheuseofpoliticalpoweraim atcontrollingthegovernmentandcarryingoutitsgeneral

policies.

Also,apoliticalpartyisagroupofofficialsorwould-beofficialswhoarelinkedwithasizable

groupofcitizensintoanorganization;achiefobjectofthisorganizationistoensurethatits

officialsattainpowerormaintainpower.(shively,2008).

Characteristicsofpoliticalparties;Theypossessmanifestoeswhichguidetheirconductduring

andafterwinninganelection,guidedbypartyconstitutionwhichdirecttheconductofparty

officialsandmemberswithinandoutsidegovernment,mustbenational-minded,i.e.,inaims

andfunctions,etc.

Typesofpoliticalparties;(i)elitistparties:Thisisapoliticalpartythatdrawsitsmembership

from thehighestechelonofsocialhierarchyinacountry.(ii)massparties:Thisisapolitical

partythatdrawsitsmembershipfrom allsectionsofthesocietyandhavewidemembership.

(iii)Ideologicalparty:Thisisapoliticalpartyformedwithpoliticalbenefitswhichform thebases

oftheparty.(iv)Charismaticparty:Thisisapoliticalpartyledbyindividualswithcharisma,i.e.

personalqualitiesofaleader.

Politicalpartiesperform certainfunctionssuchaspoliticalrepresentation,conflict

managementandpoliticalintegration,organizationofgovernment,interestaggregation,

goalformationandsoon.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofthenationalistconsciousnessand



sentiments,andnationalistmovements.Accordingtoikelegbe,nationalistagitatorsformed

groupsand



associations,toorganizeagainstcolonialmisrule.Thefulcrum fortheemergenceofparties’
formationin

Nigeriawasconstitutionaldevelopment.

Asthingsstandnow,Nigeria’spoliticalpartiesfacesomechallenges.Firstthereisan

extremelyhighlevelcorruptionwhichhasmadepoliticsacompetitivebusiness.Second,the

regulatoryframeworkfortheestablishmentofpartiesshouldbechangedsothatnewparties

donothaveforgecoalitionsofthewealthyasabasisfortheirregistration.Moreover,theaim

orpoliticalprojectofmostNigerianpartieshasbeenthedevelopmentofanationalsystem for

sharingoutthe‘nationalcake’asasystem ofpatronage.Thiswhythepartiesareestablished

ascoalitionsofvariousfactionsofregionalandeconomicrent-seekers.Mostpartyleaders

seetheirpoliticalpartyactivityasameanstofurthertheirbusinessinterests.Thereisneedto

arrestthistrendandmakepoliticalpartiestobedirectedtofosteringcohesionamong

NigeriansandengenderingthedevelopmentofNigeria.


