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Sovereigntyresidesinandflowsfrom thepeopleinademocracy.Theyhaveacollectiverightto

choosetheirgovernmental,politicalandelectoralsystemsaspartofself-determination.The

authorityofgovernmentlikewisederivesfrom willofthepeopleintheirchoiceofthesesystems,

andthepeoplehavearighttotakepartintheirgovernment,includingthroughgenuineelections

todeterminewhowilllegitimatelyoccupygovernmentaloffices.

Citizenengagementisnotanabstraction;ittakestangibleformsandservesparticular

purposestoimprovepeoples’lives.Citizenengagementpursueseconomic,social,cultural

andpoliticaldevelopment.

Fordemocracytodeliver,citizensmustbecomeinformedaboutissuesthatcanimprovetheirlives.The

ymustbefreetocometogethertoexpresstheirviewsandpreferencesandworktoseethat

governmentrespondstocitizens’views,thusholdinggovernmentaccountable.

Barrierstocitizenparticipationaremultipleineverycountry.Theyaresubtleandobvious,small

andformidable,andbasedonnumerousfactors.Forfullcitizenshiptobeachieved,wemust

removethesebarriers,whethertheyarebasedongender,race,ethnicity,religion,age,oranother

status.

Inordertoenhancetheirmeaningsasusedwithinthecontextofthispaper,itisimportantto

clarifyafewconcepts;theterm citizenhasaninherentlypoliticalmeaningthatimpliesacertain

typeofrelationshipbetweenthepeopleandgovernment.InancientRome,itwasconsidereda

privilegedstatustobecalledacitizenbecausethestatuswasnotaccordedtoallinhabitantsof

theRomanempire.

Citizenshipofastatemaybeacquiredeitherbybirthorbynaturalism.Citizenship

determinedbytheplaceofbirthisfundamentalinthelawsofmostcountries.

Chapter111,section25:1(a)oftheconstitutionoftheFederalRepublicofNigeriadefines
citizenshipas;

(a)EverypersonborninNigeriabeforethedateofindependence,eitherofwhoseparentsoranyof

whosegrandparentsbelongedtoacommunityindigenoustoNigeria:providedthata

personshallnotbecomeacitizenofNigeriabyvirtueofthissectionifneitherofhis

parentsnoranyofhisgrandparents.

(b)EverypersonborninNigeriaafterthedateindependenceeitherofwhoseparentsoranyof

whosegrandparentisacitizenofNigeria;and



(c)EverypersonbornoutsideNigeriaeitherofwhoseparentsisacitizenofNigeria.

Citizenshipcanbeperceivedtobemadeupof,orbedividedintocivilcitizenship,political

citizenship,andsocialcitizenship.

However,aswithmanyotherconcepts,citizenshipdoesnothavejustonedefinition,itmeans

differentthingstodifferentpeople.

Citizens’rights;individualsandlibertiesarethegroundworkofthestatesinceitexiststo

enablementoliveanddevelopfully.Theserightsarenotabsolutesincetheyarelimitedbythe

rightsofothercitizensinthestate.Arightmaythereforebedefinedasaprivilegeor

prerogativeconferredbylawuponapersonoragroup.

Democracy;ithasbeenetymologicallyestablishedthattheworddemocracyisderivedfrom the

Greekword‘demos’,meaningpeopleandkratosmeaningrule,thatis‘rulebythepeople’.(Emiri,

2003,citiedinojo,2015).

TheGreekdemocracywasalimitedinstitutioninthatitexcludedlaborers’,slavesandaliens

from exercisingpoliticalrights.Theideathatallcitizens,highorlow,withinthestateare

entitledtotakepartintherunningoftheaffairsoftheirstatewasfirstadvocatedinEngland

afterthegreatcivilwaroftheseventeencentury.

Abraham Lincoln,formerAmericanpresident,perceiveddemocracyasthegovernmentofthe

people,bythepeopleandforthepeople.Accordingtohim,democracyisagovernmentofthe

peoplewhenitisdesignedtorepresentthecommonwillofthecitizenrywithinastateandthatit

isagovernmentbythepeoplewhenitsideologicalundercurrentsisgroundedinthepeoples

culture.

Duetonumerousdefinitionofdemocracy,whatcanbededucedarethefollowingfeatures;(i)

thefundamentalrightsofthecitizensisguaranteed,(ii)independentandimpartialjudiciary,

(iii)existenceofruleoflaw,(iv)freedom ofpress,(V)periodicelectionthatisfreeandfair.

Therefore,whilethestateprovidesrightsandliberties,allcitizenshavedutiestothestate.

Democraticcitizensrecognizethatdemocracyrequirestheyhaveresponsibilities.Someofthe

responsibilitiesincludedutytovote,willingnesstopaytaxestofundademocraticgovernment,

dutytothelaw,refrainfrom utteringdestructivecriticism butbepreparedtoofferconstructive

alternativestogovernmentpolicies,andsoon.

Citizensplayanimportantroleindemocracy.Besidestherights,citizensmustbecriticalof

whatthegovernmentdoes.Apositiveattitudeshouldbemaintainedwithdevelopmentof

thestatebeingthepriority.


