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REVIEW ONPOLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA(CHAPTER7)

Apoliticalpartyisagroupofcitizens,moreorlessorganisedhavingsomeagreementin
broadprinciplesornationalpolicieswithanefforttocapturepoliicalpowerbysome
constitutionalmeans.AccordingtoJosephLapalombra,apoliticalpartyisdefinedas"aformal
organisationwhoseself-conscious,primarypurposeistoplaceandmaintaininpublicoffice
personswhowillcontrolaloneorincoalition,themachineryofthegovernment.Itisan
inventionthatfirstdevelopedinthenineteenthcenturyinresponsetotheapprearanceof
electionsinvolvinglargenumbersofvoters.Thefirstmodernelectoraldemocracywasthe
UnitedStateofAmerica,anditwasherethatthefirstpartiesdeveloped.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofnationalistconsiousness
andsentimentsofnationalistsmovementsinthe1920s.

CharacteristicsofPoliticalparty
1.Themajororcentralfeatureofapoliticalpartyistocapturegovernmentalpowerthrough
constitutionalmeans.
2.Politicalpartiesalwayshaveabroadprinciplesofpublicpolicyadoptedbyitsorganisation,
whichisreferredtoaspartyideology.
3.Everypoliticalpartymustbenational-mindedi.einaimsandfunctions.
4.Politicalpartiesshouldbeanorganisedbecauseitcanonlyderivestrengthfrom aneffective
organistionalstructure.
5.Politicalpartieshaspartymanifestoeswhichguidetheirconductduringandafterwinning
elections.
6.Politicalpartiesareguidedbypartyconstitutionwhichdirecttheconductofpartyofficials
andmemberswithinandoutsidegovernment.

TYPESOFPOLITICALPARTIES
Elitist/Cadreparties:Thisisapoliticalpartythatdrawsitsmembershipfrom thehighest
cohesionofsocialhierachyinacountry.
Massparties:Thisisapoliticalpartythatdrawsitsmembershipfrom allsectionsofthesociety
andhavewidemembership.
Ideologicalparties:Thisisapoliticalpartyformedwithpoliticalideologyorbenefitswhichform
thebasisoftheparty.
Brokerparty:Thisisapoliticalpartyformedwithitsmembersdrawnfrom upperandlower
classofthesociety.
Charismaticorpersonalityparty:Thisispoliticalpartyformedorledbyindividualswith
charisma.

FUNCTIONSOFPOLITICALPARTIES

1.Politicalmobilizationandrecruitmen2.Politicaleducation3.Politicalrepresentation4.
Interestaggregation5.Politicalstability.

POLITICALPARTIESINNIGERIA
PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofthenationalistconsciousnessand



segmentsandnationalistmovements.Thefulcrum fortheemergenceofpartiesformationin
Nigeriawasconstitutionaldevelopments.

Earlypoliticalparties1920-1950
TheNigerianNationalDevelopmentParty(NNDP)wasregardedasthefirstpolitcalparty

thatwasformedinNigeria.TheelectiveprincipleintroducedbyCliffordconstitutionof1922
gaverisetotheformationofNNPDin1923.NNPDwasledbyHerbertMacauleyregrdedasthe
fatherofNigeriannationalism.

In1934,NigerianYouthMovement(NYM)wasformedbygroupofyoungNigeriansledby
ErnestIkoli,SamuelAkinsanyaandDrJ.CVaughan.

In1944,NationalcouncilofNigerianandCameroon(NCNC)whichwasthefirstpolitical
partytobeorganisedtoseektotalindependenceforNigeriawasformed.In1960,itwas
renamedtoNationalconventionofNigerianCitizensafterpartsofCameroonbrokeawayfrom
Nigeria.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeria:1950-1966
TheActionGroup(AG)andtheNorthernPeople'sCongress(NPC)werethetwomajor

politicalpartiesthatemergedbetween1950and1951.Themainaim oftheAGwastoprovide
leadershiptoandcapturepoliticalpowerinthewesternregion.ThemainpurposeoftheNPC
wascombatingignorance,idleness,injusticeinthenorthernregionandcontrolthegovernment
ofthenorth.

Asidesthethreemajorpoliticalparties,manypoliticalpartiesemergedfrom theNigerian
multi-partysystem ofthefirstrepublic.

ProblemsthatconfrontedPre-IndependencePoliticalpartiesincludes:
1.Thepoliticalpartieswerewithoutnationaloutlook.
2.Theyplacedmuchemphasisonpersonalitiesratherthanissues.
3.Intrapartyandinterpartyconflictsinmostcasespolarisedthepoliticalpartiesandthereby
splittingthem intofactions.

POLITICALPARTIESINTHESECONDREPUBLIC
InSeptember1978,thebanonpoliticswaslifted.Afterthatabout53politicalassociations
soughttocontestthe1979generalelection.TheNationalPartyofNigeria(NPN),theNigerian
People'sparty(NPP),theGreatNigeriaPeoplesParty(GNPP),thePeoplesRedemption
Party(PRP)andtheUnityPartyofNigeria(UPN)werefiveoftheseassociationsregisteredbythe
FederalElectoralCommission.

POLITICALPARTIESINTHETHIRDRELUBLIC
TheSocialDemocraticParty(SDP)andtheNationalRepublicanConvention(NRC)werethetwo
partiesregisteredinaccordancewiththeconstitutionoftheFederalRepublicofNigeria.This
wasthefirsttimeNigeriahadaconstitutionaltwopartysystem.

POLITICALPARTIESINTHEFOURTHREPUBLIC
Inthefourthrepublic,severalpoliticalassociationsstruggledforregistrationaspoliticalparties
however,threepoliticalpartieswereregisteredinpreparationtowardstheFourthrepublicin198
byIndependentNationalElectoralCommission(INEC).Thenamesoftheregisteredpartiesare
theAllianceforDemocracy(AD),AllPeople'sParty(APP)whichchangeditsnametoAllNigerian
People'spartyin2002andPeopleDemocraticParty(PDP).Thesepoliticalpartiescontestedin
the1998and1999generalelections.


