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AREVIEW ONCITIZENSROLESINADEMOCRACY(CHAPTER8)

TheUniversalDeclarationofHumanRightscapturethefoundationforthefamous

formulationthatdemocraticgovernmentis"ofthepeople,bythepeople,andforthepeople".

Whatthismeansisthatgovernmentsbelongtothepeople;governmentalprocessesbelongto

thepeople;andelectionsbelongtothepeople.Engagementsofcitizensbringsabout

democracy.Citizensmustbefreetocometogethertoexpresstheirviewsandpreferencesand

worktoseethatgovernmentrespondstocitizens'views,thusholdingthoseingovernment

accountable.

DefinitionofCitizen/Citizenship

Theterm ‘citizen’hasaninherentlypoliticalmeaningthatimpliesacertaintypeofrelationship

betweenthepeopleandthegovernment.

Chapter111,section25:1(a)oftheConstitutionoftheFederalRepublicofNigeriadefine

citizenshipas:

(a)EverypersonborninNigeriabeforethedateofindependence,eitherofwhoseparentsorany

ofwhosegrandparentsbelongsorbelongedtoacommunityindigenoustoNigeria:provided

thatapersonshallnotbecomeacitizenofNigeriabyvirtueofthissectionifneitherofhis

parentsnoranyofhisgrandparentswasborninNigeria;

(b)EverypersonborninNigeriaafterthedateofindependenceeitherofwhoseparentsoranyof

whosegrandparentsisacitizenofNigeria;and

(c)EverypersonbornoutsideNigeriaeitherofwhoseparentsisacitizenofNigeria.

Citizenshipofastatemaybeacquiredeitherbybirthorbynaturalisation.Amanbecomes

acitizenofaparticularstateifhisparentsarecitizensofthatstateorifheisbornwithinthe

territoryofthestate.Citizenshipdeterminedbytheplaceofbirthisfundamentalinthelawsof

mostcountries.Naturalisationontheotherhandistheprocessbywhichanindividualmay

voluntarilychangehis/hercitizenshipofastatetoanotherstate.

Citizenshipcanbeperceivedtobedividedintocivilcitizenship,politicalcitizenshipand

socialcitizenship.Civilcitizenshipreferstotherightsnecessarytoprotectindividualliberty;

Politicalcitizenshipisassociatedwithparticipationinthedemocraticexerciseofpoliticalpower,

eitherasamemberofapoliticalcommunityorasanindividualelectedbythemembersofsuch

acommunity;andSocialcitizenshipembodiestheclaim thatcitizensoughttohaveaccessto

thoseresourcesthatallowthem toliveacivilizedexistenceinaccordancewiththestandards



prevailinginsociety.

Citizenshipmeansdifferentthingstodifferentpeoplehenceithasseveraldefinitions.

However,therearebroaderdefinitionsandperceptionsofcitizenshipasshownbyGlover,who

arguesthattherearethreedimensionsofactivecitizenship:ethicalcitizenship,integrative

citizenshipandeducativecitizenship.Ethicalcitizenshipunderstandsactiveparticipationina

collectivestrivetowardsthepublicgoodasanessentialfeatureofcitizenship.Integrative

citizenshipneedsengagementinawidesphereofparticipationthatcangobeyondformal

politicalpracticesandinstitutions.AccordingtoDagger,Educativecitizenshipreferstothe

processthatdevelopsamoral,practicalandintellectualsenseofselfinindividualswhenthey

practicetheircitizenship.

CITIZENS'RIGHTS:Arightcanbedefinedasaprivilegeorprerogativeconferredbylawupona

personoragroup.Civilrightscanbeseenaswhenaprivilegeisexpressedwithinthe

frameworkoftheconstitutionofthestate.ImportantcivilrightsaccordedNigeriancitizensin

itsconstitutioninclude:therighttolife,therighttowork,righttofreedom ofreligion,rightto

educatione.t.c.

DEMOCRACY

Etymologically,democracyisderivedfrom theGreekword"demosmeaningpeopleandkratos

meaningrulethatis'rulebythepeople'".Abraham Lincolndefineddemocracyasthe

governmentofthepeople,bythepeopleandforthepeople.Democracyorrepresentative

governmentwhichisalsoknownasindirectgovernmentisassociatedwiththefreediscussion

ofpoliticalviews,therighttodifferconcerningthem andthesettlementsofdifferenecesby

countingofvotes.Thereisnosingledefinitionofdemocracybutsomefeaturescanbededuced

from thevariousdefinitionsofdemocracy.

Thesefeaturesincludes:

1.Thefundamentalrightofthecitizenisguaranteed.

2.Independentandimpartialjudiciary

3.Existenceofruleoflaw

4.Freedom ofpress

5.Periodicelectionthatisfreeandfair.

DUTIESANDRESPONSIBILITIESOFCITIZENSINDEMOCRACY

1.Acitizeninademocracyshouldhavethedutytovote.

2.Acitizenshouldbewillingtopaytaxes,sincewithouttaxestofundademocraticgovernment,

therewouldbenogovernment.

3.Agoodcitizenmusthaveadutytoobeythelaw.

4.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom utteringdestructivecriticismsbutmustbepreparedtooffer

constructivealternativestogovernmentpolicies.

5.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom interferencewiththerightsofothermembersofthe

community.

6.Agoodcitizenmustsupportpubliceducationineverywaypossible,throughpaymentoftaxes,

throughlocalvolunteerefforts,throughaccordingthissystem therespecttowhichitis

entitled.




