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CHAPTER8

Thistopictalksabouttherolesofthecitizensindemocracy.Sovereigntyresides

inandflowsfrom thepeopleinademocracy.Asintheyhavetherighttochoosetheir

government,politicalandelectoralsystemsaspartofself-determination.Theauthority

ofthegovernmentderivesfrom thewillofthepeopleintheirchoiceofthesesystems

andthepeoplehavetherighttotakepartintheirgovernment,includingthroughgenuine

electionstodeterminewhowilllegitimatelyoccupygovernmentaloffices.

TheUDHRcapturethefoundationforthefamousformulationthatdemocratic

governmentis“ofthepeople,bythepeopleandforthepeople”.Thismeansthat

governmentsbelongtothepeople,governmentalprocessesbelongtothepeopleand

electionsbelongtothepeople.

Citizenshipdescribesthetypeofrelationshipbetweenthepeopleandthe

government.Theyhaveasetofrightsandresponsibilities,includingtherightto

participateindecisionsthataffectpublicaffair.Citizenshipofastatecouldbeacquired

eitherbybirthorbynaturalization.Amanbecomesacitizenofaparticularstateifhis

parentsarecitizensofthatstateorifheisbornwithintheterritoryofthatstate.

Citizenshipdeterminedbytheplaceofbirthisfundamentalinthelawsofmost

countries.

Citizenshipcanbeperceivedtobemadeupof,orbedividedintocivilcitizenship,

politicalcitizenshipandsocialcitizenship.Civilcitizenshipreferstotherightsnecessary

toprotectindividualliberty(e.g.,freedom ofspeech,justice,thefreedom toconclude

validcontracts);politicalcitizenshipisassociatedwithparticipationinthedemocratic

exerciseofpoliticalpower,eitherasamemberofapoliticalcommunity(e.g.,avoter)or

asanindividualelectedbythemembersofsuchacommunity(e.g.,apolitician)and

socialcitizenshipembodiestheclaim thatcitizensoughttohaveaccesstothose

resourcesthatallowthem toliveacivilizedexistenceinaccordancewiththestandards

prevailinginsociety.

Citizenshipdoesnothavejustonedefinition;itmeansdifferentthingsto

differentpeople.Citizenshipisaboutbeingwillingtocontributetosocialactionaswell

astopoliticaldebate,tobewillingtogetinvolved.



Citizen’srightisprivilegesorprerogativeconferredbylawuponapersonthat

belongstoastate.Ifthecivilrightsofacitizenareinvadedbyanothercitizenorthe

government,heisentitledtoseekredressinthecourtoflaw

Democracyisderivedfrom aGreekword“demosmeaningpeopleandkratos

meaningrule,thatis‘rulebythepeople”.Sincetherearenosingledefinitionsof

democracyhowever,whatcanbededucefrom variousdefinitionsofdemocracyarethe

followingfeatures;

Thefundamentalrightsofthecitizensisguaranteed

Independentandimpartialjudiciary

Existenceofruleoflaw

Freedom ofpress

Periodicelectionthatisfreeandfair

DutiesandResponsibilitiesofcitizensinademocracy

Forademocracytosucceed,citizensmustbeactive,notpassive,becausethey

knowthatthesuccessorfailureofthegovernmentistheirresponsibilityandnoone

else’s.

a.Acitizenmusthavethedutytovote

b.Acitizenmustbewillingtopaytax

c.Agoodcitizenmusthaveadutytoobeythelaw

d.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom utteringdestructivecriticism butmustbe

preparedtoofferconstructivealternativestogovernmentpolicies

e.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom interferencewiththerightsofothermembersof

thecommunity

f. (she)hemustsupportpubliceducationineverywaypossible,throughthe

paymentoftaxes,throughlocalvolunteerefforts.


