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ASSIGNMENT

Doatwopagereview ofChapter7,“PoliticalPartiesinNigeria,”inSalientissuesin

GovernmentandNigeria’sPolitics.

ANSWER

Thereareasmanydefinitionsofpoliticalpartiesasthepoliticalthinkers.Apolitical

partyisagroupofofficialsorwould-beofficialswhoarelinkedwithasizablegroupof

citizensintoanorganization;achiefobjectofthisorganizationistoensurethatits

officialsattainpowerormaintainpower.Politicalpartiesareanessentialfeatureof

politicsinthemodernageofmassparticipation.Itisanimportantlinkbetweenthe

governmentandthepeople.Itwasfirstdevelopedinthenineteenthcenturyinresponse

totheappearancetoelectionsinvolvinglargenumbersofvoters.

Politicalpartieshavesomecharacteristicswhichincludes;tocapturegovernmental

powersthroughconstitutionalmeans,theyhaveabroadprincipleofpublicpolicy

adoptedbyitsorganizationwhichisknownaspartyideology,everypoliticalpartymust

be national-minded which means thatitmusttake the interestofnation into

consideration,thereshouldbeanorganizedbodyduetothefactthatitsstrength

comesfrom aneffectiveorganizationalstructure,theyhavepartymanifestoeswhich

guidetheirconductduringandafterelection,theyareguidedbyapartyconstitution

whichdirecttheconductofpartyofficialsandmemberswithinandoutsidegovernment.

Politicalpartiescomeindifferenttypes.TheElitistorCadreparties.Thisisthe

politicalpartythatdrawsitsmembershipfrom thehighestechelonofsocialhierarchyin

acountry.Massparties.Thisisapoliticalpartythatdrawsitsmembershipfrom all

sectionsofthesocietyandhavewidemembership.Ideologicalparties.Thisisthetype

ofpoliticalpartyformedwithpoliticalideologyorbenefitsfrom thebasisoftheparty.

Brokerparty.Thisisthepoliticalpartyformedwiththemembersdrawnfrom upperand

lowerclassesofthesocietyanditisbasicallyaimedtoreconciletheconflictinginterest

oftherichandthepoorbycarryingoutpoliciesofsocialjusticefortheinterestofall.

CharismaticorPersonalityparty.Thisisapoliticalpartyformedorledbyindividuals

withcharisma.



Politicalparties perform the following functions.Politicalmobilization and

recruitment,Politicaleducation,Politicalrepresentation,Interestaggregation,Political

stability,Conflictmanagementandpoliticalintegration,Organizationofgovernment,

Provisionofalternativegovernmentandpolicies,Electoralcompetitionandgovernance

andGoalformation.

Politicalparties in Nigeria developed following the growth ofthe nationalist

consciousnessand sentimentsand nationalistmovements.According to Ikelegbe,

nationalistsagitatorsformedgroupsandassociations,toorganizeagainstcolonial

misrule.Thusforthispurpose,TheNationalCongressofBritishWestAfricanTerritories

wereformedin1920,theWestAfricanStudentsUnionin1925andtheLagosYouth

Movementin 1934.HerbertMacaulay,H.O.Davies,ErnestIkoli,NnamdiAzikiwe,

ObafemiAwolowoandotherswereprecursorsofpoliticalpartiesinNigeriaandwerein

theforefrontofpoliticalactivitiesandpartyformationinthe1920sandthereafter.The

fulcrum forthe emergence ofparties,formation in Nigeria was constitutional

development.TheCliffordconstitutionof1922providedforfour(4)electiveseatsinits

legislativecouncil,whiletheRichardsconstitutionof1946retainedthefour(4)elective

seatsandestablishedregionalassemblies.TheMacpherson’sconstitutionestablished

regionalexecutedcouncils,andprovidedforasystem ofindirectelectionstothemuch

largelyNigerianLegislativehouses.

NigerianNationalDemocraticParty(NNDP)isregardedasthefirstpoliticalparty

formedinNigeria.TheNigerianNationalDemocraticParty(NNDP)andNigerianYouth

Movement(NYM)wereformedaspoliticalpartiesaftertheintroductionoftheClifford

Constitution.Theycouldnotbesaidtobenationalparties.Theiractivitiesweremainly

restrictedtoLagos.However,attheendofSecondWorldWar,new politicalparties

emergedandreplacedtheNNDPandNYM.Someofthesenew partieswereintwo

groupswhicharethemajorandminorparties.Someofthemajorpartieswerethe

NationalCouncilofNigeriaandtheCameroon(NCNC),NorthernPeople’sCongress

(NPC),ActionGroup(AG).SomeoftheminorpartiesweretheNorthernElements

ProgressiveUnion(NEPU),UnitedMiddleBeltCongress(UMBC),DynamicParty(DP),

BornuYouthMovement(BYM),etc.Mostoftheseparties,ifnotall,wereregionalin

outlook and based on ethnic sentiments and itcan be said thatnone ofthem

commandednation-widesupport.Somescholars,havearguedthatNCNCwasmoreof

anationalpartythanothers.However,theywereformedmainlytoawakenpeople’s

consciousnesstowardsthestruggleforpoliticalindependence.

Inconclusion,Nigerian’spoliticalpartiesfacesomechallenges.First,thereisan

extremehighlevelofcorruptionwhichhasmadepoliticsacompetitivebusiness.

Second,theregulatoryframeworkfortheestablishmentofpartiesshouldbechanged

sothatnew partiesdonothavetoforgecoalitionsofthewealthyasabasisfortheir

registration.Mostpoliticalleadersseetheirpoliticalpartyactivityasameanstofurther



theirbusinessinterests.Thereisneedtoarresttotrendandmakepoliticalpartiestobe

fosteringcohesionamongNigeriansandengenderingthedevelopmentoftheNigeria.


